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Advent 2017

As you read the page for the day,
allow yourself some time (even if
only a few minutes) in which to
become aware of God’s love for
you as you allow God’s word to
speak to you.

Remember: Wednesday evening Meditations
6th,

13th,
20th December
as part of this course
in the church at 18:00 lasting 45 minutes!

22 Days to Go !
Advent Sunday, 3rd December
Mark 13: 24-37

Theme: “Resurrection, Victory, Future Glory”
5

“You welcome those who find joy in doing what is right, those
who remember how you want them to live. You were angry
with us, but we went on sinning; in spite of your great anger we
have continued to do wrong since ancient times.”
Isaiah 64
32

How do we live as Christians in a world which is clearly
not as God wants it to be? This is not a new question. You’ll
find it asked in the Bible in many places and in a number of
ways. The response (note: not the “answer”) is always that
God knows what is going on; God blesses that which is good
and will show his anger to that which is evil; God’s timetable
is different to ours; we want to see instant punishment of those
who do wrong (usually for others; we have reasons why it
should not apply to us), while God wants to give sinners a
chance to repent and not be destroyed. So we have the choice:
live this life on God’s terms to see God’s future or on my terms.

Based on today’s sermon:


Jesus, help me to live as if I believe in the Resurrection,
the Victory of Jesus Christ,
and look forward to your future Glory.
Amen.

Little Candles & Lighthouse Christmas Party
today!

“No one knows, however, when that day or hour will
come—neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son; only the
Father knows.
37
What I say to you, then, I say to all: Watch!”
Mark 13

21 Days to Go !
Monday, 4th December
2 Peter 1: 1-11

Growing up into God’s Future
“5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge,
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection;
and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed
from their past sins.
10
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you
will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

Remember!
The Bible does not promise an easy or a
Our Christmas Carol
cheap relationship with God. Relationships
Service on Sunday
take trust, time, and esteem; so does our
th
17
D ec. at 19:00
relationship with God through Jesus in the
(7 p.m.)
power of the Holy Spirit. Relating to a holy
God shows us who we are and the cleansing we need; loving
this God opens us to God’s forgiving love and our future hope
in God’s Kingdom. It calls for a “long faithfulness in the
same direction.”

Dear Lord,
Please grow me holy and ready for your Kingdom.
Amen.

20 Days to Go !

“Wednesday Evening” at
St. Luke’s tomorrow evening at
18:00 to 18:45

Tuesday, 5th December
Matthew 24: 42-47

Faithful Waiting
42

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his
house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect
him.
This gospel reading clearly makes the point of Advent:
Jesus will come again. Jesus’ birth and ministry caught many
unawares, because they had other expectations of how God
ought to do things and God didn’t meet them. The verses
above highlight that Jesus’ return won’t be any different.
Nobody will know the ETA (expected time of arrival) – so be
careful of people who say they have it worked out – and it may
be different to how we thought it would be. That’s why being
watchful and waiting patiently, are important. We are able to
wait patiently because we can trust God that Jesus will come
again. God kept the promise made about the Messiah’s first
appearance, so we can trust God to keep the promise about the
Messiah’s second appearance. We can persevere in a world
hostile to Jesus and we don’t have to be paralysed by fear.


Lord Jesus,
Please help me to wait graciously while I wait on you.
Amen.

19 Days to Go !
Wednesday, 6th December
Matthew 21: 23-32
28

“What do you think? There was a man who had two
sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
today in the vineyard.’
29
“‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind
and went.
30
“Then the father went to the other son and said the
same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31
“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”
“The first,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and
the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of
you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw
this, you did not repent and believe him.
It’s so easy to assess others by what we see and hear –
as in this parable of Jesus – and get it wrong. Here Jesus
warns us about this danger and its consequences. Faithful
waiting requires discernment and obedience so that we can
“see” where God is leading us, and follow when God says
“Come on.”

Remember: “Wednesday Evening” at St. Luke’s
this evening from 18:00 to 18:45. Do Come!

Pure Waiting



Lord Jesus,
While I wait for your return help me to live well as your child.
Amen.

18 Days to Go !
Thursday, 7th December
Isaiah 2: 12-22

What are We Waiting for?
12

“The Lord Almighty has a day in store
for all the proud and lofty,
for all that is exalted
(and they will be humbled),
20

In that day people will throw away
to the moles and bats
their idols of silver and idols of gold,
which they made to worship.
21
They will flee to caverns in the rocks
and to the overhanging crags
from the fearful presence of the Lord
and the splendour of his majesty,
when he rises to shake the earth.
22
Stop trusting in mere humans,
who have but a breath in their nostrils.”
“The Day of the Lord” was the
day when the Lord’s Messiah would

come to right all
wrongs. There were
people in Israel who
were quite convinced
that this meant that
God would deal with
all other people, but
God required those
living in God’s
Promised Land to
behave appropriately.
If they did not, the
“Day of the Lord”
would be bad news
for them too!
If this applied to
the Messiah’s first
visit, it will certainly
apply to the Second.



Dear Lord God,
help me not to forget that
in Jesus “The Day of the Lord”
is a wonderful family reunion.
Amen.

17 Days to Go !
Friday, 8th December
Luke 14: 15-24

What We are Waiting For!
15
When one of those at the table with him heard this, he
said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in
the kingdom of God.”
16
Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great
banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the
banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been
invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’
18
“But they all alike began to make excuses.
22

“‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done,
but there is still room.’
23
“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and
country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house
will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will
get a taste of my banquet.’”
Jesus had just been teaching on humility and used seating at
a banquet as an example. This led one of those present to think of
the Messianic Banquet – we’d call it the Heavenly Banquet – in
the presence of God. This image of the Kingdom of Heaven
speaks of the arrival of the Day of the Lord, when those who
belonged to God would be vindicated. Many at the time of Jesus
believed this applied to them unconditionally – they had the right
family tree (they were the ones invited to the banquet). Jesus
teaches that more than the right family tree or being invited is
needed – the right heart for God which will come to the banquet.

Lord God,
Help me to be ready for the banquet of King Jesus.
Amen.

16 Days to Go !
Saturday, 9th December
Jude 17-25

How to wait for God’s future
17
“But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last
times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly
desires.” 19 These are the people who divide you, who follow
mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.
20
But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your
most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep
yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.
22
Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by
snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with
fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.”
Jude, probably a brother of Jesus, was writing to JewishChristian believers in danger of being misled by false
teachers. They claimed to have received additional revelatory
teaching from the Holy Spirit that took them beyond ordinary
believers and allowed them to live as they pleased. This has a
contemporary ring, where people claim to have “outgrown”
Christianity and become “mature.” Jude simply reminds them
of the teaching they received – there would be troubles, there
would be attempts to derail their relationship with Jesus.
Their response was to be steadfast and gentle and to trust
God’s love for them – Jesus would bring them home.


Lord Jesus,
May I wait with the clarity of vision of Jude and live in God’s love.
Amen.

15 Days to Go !
The Second Sunday in Advent, 10th December
Mark 1: 1-8

Good News & Judgement
1
“The beginning of the good news
Remember!
about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of
Our Christmas
2
God, as it is written in Isaiah the
Carol Service on
prophet:
Sunday 17th D ec.
“I will send my messenger ahead of
at 19:00 (7 p.m.)
you, who will prepare your way” —
3
“a voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for him.’”
4
And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River.”
The good news is that God is restoring God’s people
(those who come to God) and bringing in the Kingdom of
God. The bad news is that God is holy, so what is not of God
will be judged to set matters straight (as they should have
been before our sinful actions got in the way). John’s message
is that everybody comes to God on the same terms.


Lord Jesus,
Give us a teachable spirit, so we can see what needs to
be set straight in our lives and in our land
and to work with you. Amen.

14 Days to Go !
Monday, 11th December
Isaiah 5: 8-12, 18-23

When God comes
20
“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil,
who put darkness for light and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.
21
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes
and clever in their own sight.
22
Woe to those who . . .23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe,
but deny justice to the innocent.
25

Therefore the Lord’s anger burns against his people;
his hand is raised and he strikes them down.
This section follows a section in which Isaiah speaks of
hope for the people. “. . . as real as the future hope may be, the
prophet wants his readers to know that apart from a radical
change of behaviour, the only way for that hope to be realized
is through the fire. . . .” (NIV Application Commentary: Isaiah). We
are not our own – someone created us – and for a purpose.
That someone therefore has a right to expect to see that
purpose achieved and if it isn’t to take corrective action. Just
because there are people who say there is no God, does not
make it so. Just because people do evil things and then dare
God to act doesn’t mean God won’t act – in God’s own time.
At the right time God will act to restore what God created.


Dear Lord God,
remind me that what looks like inaction to me
allows people to repent and come to you.
Amen.

13 Days to Go !
Tuesday, 12th December
Revelation 1: 9-16

When we are faithful, God encourages
12
“I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and
kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on
the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I
was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me
Remember!
a loud voice like a trumpet, which said:
Our Christmas
“Write on a scroll what you see and send
Carol Service
it to the seven churches: to Ephesus,
on Sunday 17th
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
D ec. at 19:00
Philadelphia and Laodicea.”
John’s introduction gives us important information. When
we come to faith in Jesus as Lord and Saviour, John accepted
that certain things followed as part of the “deal.” We share in
God’s Kingdom because we are co“Wednesday Evening” at
heirs with Jesus. He has initiated the
St. Luke’s tomorrow
coming of the Kingdom, but it isn’t
evening at 18:00 to 18:45
fully achieved yet – hence the mess
Do Come!
the world is in. We wait patiently
because Jesus promised it would come and we may be called
upon to suffer for our faith in Jesus until it comes “on earth as
in heaven.”


Dear Lord Jesus,
thank you for counting us worthy to stand with you.
Amen.

12 Days to Go !
Wednesday, 13th December
Isaiah 40: 25-31

Our Strength is in God
27

“Why do you complain, Jacob?
Why do you say, Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord;
my cause is disregarded by my God”?
28
Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.
29
He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.

Remember!
Our Christmas
Carol Service
on Sunday 17th
at 19:00 (7 p.m.)

Remember:
“Wednesday
Evening” at St.
Luke’s this evening
from 18:00 to
18:45. Do Come!

“We need lives of faith that are shaped by the Word of God,
its view of reality, and the principles that
emerge from it. If I cannot “believe” God and
“hope” in him in the sense of surrendering my
life to him in a kind of life that I know pleases
him, then his power cannot transform me. But if
I will actively believe his Word, there really are
no limits to what he can do for me, for my
family, and for my society.” (NIV Application
Commentary: Isaiah)



Lord God,
As I wait on you, help me to recall who you truly are.
Amen.

11 Days to Go !
Thursday, 14th December
Isaiah 7: 1-9

Whom to trust while you wait
1
“When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king
of Judah, King Rezin of Aram and Pekah son of
Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight
Remember!
against Jerusalem, but they could not
Our Christmas
overpower it.
7

“‘It will not take place, it will not
happen,
8
for the head of Aram is Damascus,
and the head of Damascus is only Rezin.
Within sixty-five years
Ephraim will be too shattered to be a people.
9
The head of Ephraim is Samaria,
and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah’s son.
If you do not stand firm in your faith,
you will not stand at all.’”

Carol Service on
Sunday 17th at
19:00 (7 p.m.)

When you are faced with a military threat, how do you
wait on God? Do you wait on God? How do you view the
situation: long-term (God’s take) or short-term (the human
take)? Too often short-term decisions lead to fear and
instability. Decisions made out of fear are seldom good ones.



/

Jesus,
Please help me to stand in faith in our land at this time.
Amen.

10 Days to Go !
Friday, 15th December
Haggai 1: 1-15

When everything seems to be going wrong . . .
7
This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful
thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring
down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure
in it and be honoured,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much,
but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I
blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of
my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy
with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the
heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops.
11
I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on
the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and
everything else the ground produces, on
Remember!
people and livestock, and on all the labour of
Our Christmas
your hands.”

Carol Service on
Sunday 17th at
19:00 (7 p.m.)

When things aren’t as we think they
should be, we need to check where we are
and how we stand with God. Haggai criticised
the people for their attitude towards the things of
God. Their houses were receiving trimmings, while the house
of God (the Temple) lay in ruins. How often we are tempted to
make sure we get what we want (not need!) and then to give
God either what I left over or what we have no use for?


Lord God,
Please show me where I am part of the problem.
Amen.

9 Days to Go !
Saturday, 16th December
Haggai 2: 1-9

Be strong – do not fear
4

Remember!
Our Christmas
Carol Service
tomorrow at
19:00 (7 p.m.)

Be strong, all you people of the land,’
declares the Lord, ‘and work. For I am with
you,’ declares the Lord Almighty. 5 ‘This is what I
covenanted with you when you came out of
Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’
6
“This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will
once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the
dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, . . . 8 ‘The silver is mine and
the gold is mine,’ declares the Lord Almighty. 9 ‘The glory of
this present house will be greater than the glory of the
former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I will
grant peace,’ declares the Lord Almighty.”

There appear to be times when God shakes the way things
are. In our lifetimes we have seen the fall of the Soviet Empire,
of Apartheid in our own land, of oppressive regimes in various
places, and more refugees than ever before in history. God still
claims ownership of it all – whether we agree or not. Advent is
about believing that claim and waiting for it to come about.


Lord God,
Strengthen my relationship with you, so that I can be strong
and fearless because of what Jesus has done.
Amen.

8 Days to Go !
The Third Sunday in Advent, 17th December
John 1: 6-8, 19-28

Are You Ready?
6
“There was a man sent from God
whose name was John.….8 He
himself was not the light; he came
only as a witness to the light….
22

Remember!
Our Christmas
Carol Service
tonight at 19:00
(7 p.m.)

Finally they said, “Who are you?
Give us an answer to take back to
those who sent us. What do you
say about yourself?”
23
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way
for the Lord.’”
“Applying Isaiah 40:3 to himself [John] means that he is
the herald of a new exodus, announcing that God is about to
redeem his people from captivity, as he had in the days of
Moses. This theme appears in many of the Old Testament
prophets and was part of Jewish expectation in Jesus’ day.
(The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament)

The people of God in the OT had to be ready to move
when Moses said, “Let’s go!” John prepared the people of his
day to be ready when Jesus said “Let’s go!” We need to be
ready for when Jesus comes again and says “Let’s go!”


Lord Jesus,
Please help me to be part of the crew making the way
straight in this world in preparation for You! Amen.

7 Days to Go !
Monday, 18th December
Jeremiah 23: 5-8

A Davidic King will come
“5 The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
and do what is just and right in the land.
6
In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:
The Lord Our Righteous Saviour.
The prophet Jeremiah is well known for the doom and
gloom of his prophecies. Yet here is an oracle of hope and
promise. As true as the words of judgment that he spoke were,
Jeremiah didn’t hide words of hope which were given him by
God. Jeremiah knew that God’s judgment on the people was
born of the love God had for them and the pain it caused God
to see the people destroying themselves by how they chose to
live. He also knew that where people acknowledged their guilt
(i.e. accepted God’s judgement as true and fair), God would
always come with mercy to restore. God always restores the
faithful remnant – and the ultimate faithful remnant is the story
of Elizabeth, and Mary, and Jesus – the Branch of David.


Dear Lord God,
help me to follow the True Shepherd of Israel, and not
false prophets who tickle my ears with ease and prosperity.
Amen.

6 Days to Go !
Tuesday, 19th December
Isaiah 11: 1-9

Waiting for the Unexpected
1

“A shoot will come up from the
stump of Jesse; . . .

The last “Wednesday
Evening” at St. Luke’s
tomorrow evening at 18:00
to 18:45 – Do Come!

3

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5
Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.”
On the 14th December we met Ahaz king of Judah who was
not too sure how far to trust God in a critical military
situation. As you can read in Isaiah 10, Ahaz chose to trust in
human strength rather than in God. “The problem with too
many of the Davidic monarchs who ruled Judah and all of the
kings of Israel is that they did not rule out of a chief concern
for obeying, pleasing, and glorifying God, . . . . Instead, the
chief concern of too many was with maintaining their own
power.” (The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament).
This king would judge justly and for how he could gain from
it. He would finally rule for the good of all and especially care
for the poor. Kingdom shalom – it will come!

Dear Lord,
Wherever we are, help us to lead in a way which pleases God.
Amen.

5 Days to Go !
Wednesday, 20th December
Titus 2: 1-10

While you’re waiting . . .
1

When you’re living between Jesus’ first appearance
and his second, what’s changed? Well, the point of life,
its value and worth, and the way it is lived, and for whom
it is lived. As we approach the annual remembrance of
Jesus’ birth, how is our attitude different to that of the
world around us – or are they interchangeable? Do our
preparations honour God or the Mall? Do our
relationships have a different feel to them? Do others see
something special in your eyes?
The way we live at times like these, says a great deal about
whom we worship. Let’s make it obvious that it’s Jesus.

Lord Jesus,
may I show by my way of life for whom I’m living.
Amen.

Remember: our last “Wednesday Evening”
at St. Luke’s this evening from 18:00 to
Do Come!
18:45.

“You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound
doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of
respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in
endurance.
3
Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way
they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but
to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger
women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be selfcontrolled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and
to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will
malign the word of God.

4 Days to Go !
Thursday, 21st December
John 4: 39-42

Living because of the Messiah
39 “Many

of the Samaritans from that town believed in
him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to
him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two
days. 41 And because of his words many more became
believers.
42
They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just
because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.”
The story of the Samaritan woman at the well and her
midday encounter with Jesus flies in the face of many
conventions about acceptable behaviour, but it results in the
woman confessing that Jesus is the Christ. When God’s
Kingdom breaks in, there’s always more. The woman’s
understanding of reality changes, but not in some purely
intellectual way. She changes the way she relates to the people
of the village. Instead of trying to avoid them – the only reason
for drawing water at midday when nobody else is – she goes out
of her way to tell them about Jesus. God’s touch is obvious to
them, so they listen and then hear Jesus for themselves and are
“converted.” We, too, can live lives like that because of Jesus.


Dear Lord God,
Help me to live this kind of life because of Jesus in my life.
Amen.

3 Days to Go !
Friday, 22nd December
Psalm 113

Joy at God’s promises – fulfilled and to come!
1

Remember: One Service
on Sunday at 08:30.

“Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord,
you his servants; praise the name of the Lord.
2
Let the name of the Lord be praised,
both now and forevermore.
3
From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
4
The Lord is exalted over all the nations,
his glory above the heavens.
5
Who is like the Lord our God,
the One who sits enthroned on high,
6
who stoops down to look
on the heavens and the earth?
7
He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
8
he seats them with princes,
with the princes of his people.
9
He settles the childless woman in her home
as a happy mother of children.
Praise the Lord.

It is because the first followers of Jesus, all Jews, saw that
in Jesus God’s promises had been fulfilled, that they were
utterly convinced that promises not yet fulfilled would be when
the Messiah returned. God’s will would finally be done!

Lord God,
please help me to live out what I say I believe.
Amen.

2 Days to Go !
Saturday, 23rd December
What it’ll be like now – and then
17

“Your eyes will see the king in his beauty
and view a land that stretches afar.
18
In your thoughts you will ponder the former terror:
“Where is that chief officer?
Where is the one who took the revenue?
Where is the officer in charge of the towers?”
19
You will see those arrogant people no more,
people whose speech is obscure,
whose language is strange and incomprehensible.

Remember: One Service
tomorrow at 08:30.

Isaiah 33: 17-22

When Christ becomes the King of our lives, these are some of the
things he brings to us. He is in perfect harmony with the Father
as he lives out a life of rhythmic giving and receiving. He is never
off-balance, attempting to secure his own will. In the quiet
confidence of the Father’s provision, there is a serenity and a
wholeness that shines out of him. He offers this same beauty to us.
“. . . we can apply this message to at least four different
historic settings. The first is in Isaiah’s own day, as godly
Hezekiah led his people to trust God . . . The second is the
deliverance from Babylon . . . The fourth is in the
consummation of all things, when there will be no rival to
God’s kingdom. The third is the one in which we live today, . .
. God’s Messiah has been fully revealed . . .” (The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: New Testament)


Lord of all,
Open my eyes to the richness of what you prepare for me.
Amen.

1 Day to Go !
The Fourth Sunday in Advent, 24th December
Ready to Receive Jesus
28

“The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are
highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”
36

Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her
old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in
her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
38

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your
word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
Mary is ready to receive Jesus when God is ready to send
Jesus. She has no qualifications or experience for the task, but
God doesn’t choose her for that. God chooses Mary because
she is available and willing. God sends Mary on an uncharted
journey BUT Mary trusts God to see the promise through.
If Jesus returned right now, would I be ready to receive
Him? Am I available to God and willing to serve in whatever
way? Do I trust God to keep His word – in a world where
greed and lies and broken promises are the norm?


Lord God,
As I look forward to your promise kept in Jesus,
help me to keep my promise to serve you.
Amen.
Midnight Eucharist at 23:00
(11:00 p.m.) – bring the
family, bring your friends!

NOTE: Children’s Christmas service at 16:00

Luke 1: 26-38

Christmas Day !
Monday, 25th December
Isaiah 52: 7-10

Christmas Services: 07:30 and 09:30
When the King comes in
“8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the Lord returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
9
Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10
The Lord will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.
This is the joy that the people of God experience when God’s
word and promises are vindicated. It reminds me of those
words “It is true! The Lord has risen . . .” in Luke’s Gospel –
against all odds and prior human knowledge, God’s comes to
pass. Isaiah proclaims what the disciples were to see – the
Lord returned to Zion and accomplished the world’s salvation.
As Jesus fulfilled that promise of God, so he will fulfil the
promise that he will return again – this time as Lord of Lords!

Dear Lord God
Thank you for gift of Jesus as Saviour;
may we be ready when he comes as judge.
Amen.

2nd Day of Christmas
Tuesday, 26th December
Isaiah 12: 1-6

Joyous Vindication
“3 With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
4
In that day you will say:
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he has done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.
5
Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.
6
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”
“3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that
you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 1 John 1: 3
What Isaiah joyously announces as part of God’s
promised future is celebrated on Israel’s return from exile; is
celebrated by the disciples as they stand amazed at God’s
goodness in the life of Jesus’; and is celebrated by the angels
in heaven when God’s final victory is celebrated in the final
chapters of the Book of Revelation.

Lord God Almighty,
Truly Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again!
Amen.

3rd Day of Christmas
Wednesday, 27th December
Hebrews 2: 10-18

Gifts from God
“10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was
fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything
exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people
holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.
14

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared
in their humanity so that by his death he might break the
power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the
devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by their fear of death.”
You may have heard the story of the son of the owner of a
business empire who said on starting to work for his father “I
don’t expect to start at the top – I’m quite happy to start as
Vice-President and work my way up from there.” Jesus had
every right to be born in a palace as the most powerful king
ever, but how would ordinary people like us then ever be able
to relate to him? Instead, Jesus was born to poor parents and
calls ordinary folk like us his sisters and brothers! Jesus
understands when we suffer, because he suffered like any
human being. Jesus “gets us!” What a gift!


Lord Jesus,
Thank you that my God got into human skin to save me.
Amen.

4th Day of Christmas
Thursday, 28th December
1 Peter 4: 12-18

Strange Blessings
“12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal
that has come on you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as
you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be
overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit
of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not
be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or
even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do
not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17
For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household;
and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those
who do not obey the gospel of God?”
I wonder how many immediately think that they have been
blessed if they are insulted for being a Christian? Peter accepts
that Christians will suffer for the name of Jesus – it is quite
unexceptional (!!!) – and what really matters to Peter is that
suffering should not be for being a lawbreaker or a troublemaker. In 1 Peter we see very clearly how partial present glory
and full future glory relate. Future glory always means facing a
holy God – i.e. it means judgment for that which is unholy.


Dear Lord,
may I follow Jesus where he leads without fear and trusting you.
Amen.

5th Day of Christmas
Friday, 29th December
1 John 2: 7-11

An Old New Command
“7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but
an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old
command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing
you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you,
because the darkness is passing and the true light is already
shining.
9
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or
sister is still in the darkness. 10 Anyone who loves their
brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in
them to make them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a
brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the
darkness. They do not know where they are going, because
the darkness has blinded them.”
Two points worth noting:
1. The command to love is old – Deuteronomy 6: 5 &
Leviticus 19: 18 and this is what Jesus refers to in his
teaching; but in the life and death of Jesus it finds a new
and supreme example.
2. John is as aware as Peter (see yesterday’s reading) of the
new life that speaks of the Kingdom of God breaking in –
though we await its fullness which Jesus’ Second Coming
will inaugurate.

Lord God,
please unblind my eyes,
blinded by the darkness of this age.
Amen.

6th Day of Christmas
Saturday, 30th December
John 4: 46-54

Taking Jesus at his Word
“46 . . . there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at
Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in
Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come
and heal his son, who was close to death.
50

“Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.”
The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he
was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that
his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when
his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the
afternoon, the fever left him.”
53
Then the father realized that this was the exact time at
which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and
his whole household believed.
It’s a lot easier to think grand thoughts about begging
God for something, than it is to get on your knees and do the
praying. And yet, Jesus’ Kingdom will not be brought in by
warm thoughts, but by lives changed by taking Jesus at his
word. The official did and the lives of many were changed
forever. If we don’t believe Jesus has this kind of authority, we
won’t do as he says.

Lord Jesus,
may I know you so well that I obey, because I trust and believe.
Amen.

1st Sunday after Christmas
Sunday, 31st December
Colossians 1: 9-20

The Gift of Growing in the Knowledge of God
“9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we
have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to
fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live
a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing
fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11
being strengthened with all power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12
and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you
to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of
light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
19

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him
[Jesus], 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross. ”
Paul joins the chorus of New Testament writers who see
Jesus’ work inaugurating God’s Kingdom among us, and the
responsibility we now share, as well as the fact that this is all
preparatory for the main event – “the kingdom of the Son he
[God] loves.” Both the “already” and the “not yet” are in Jesus.

Oh Lord,
may I live as one reconciled to you and rescued from darkness.
Amen.

8th Day of Christmas
Monday, 1st January 2018
Luke 2: 15-21

1st Coming – 2nd Coming; kingdoms - Kingdom
“15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told
us about.”
16
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen
him, they spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had
been told.”
The Kingdom of God was a problem for people trying to
make sense of Jesus and it continues to worry people even
today. Luke uses “Good News” and “Saviour” words
regularly used to announce the birth of a new emperor – in a
manger. These two images serve to remind us of the contrast
between Jesus’ birth and his victorious return as Judge at the
end. The first matters because of the second; the second is fair
because of the first.

Lord God Almighty,
please help me see that what matters
is not what Jesus lies in, but what lies in him
Amen.

9th Day of Christmas
Tuesday, 2nd January 2018
Genesis 12: 1-7

“Already” and “Not Yet” once more
“1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your
people and your father’s household to the land I will show
you.
2
“I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3
I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
In God’s call of Abraham, we see an “already” and “not
yet” similar to that which we see in Jesus’ ministry. Abraham
(or more correctly, Abram, at this point) is already blessed
once he accepts God’s promise, and yet even the preliminary
fulfilment in Isaac takes decades to happen. The final fulfilment
in which all nations will be blessed is yet to happen “when
Christ shall come again.” We see a part fulfilment of it, in the
life and ministry, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus,
and the church’s birth and growth (with sad episodes of
unfaith). Maybe faithful living with God always has this
“already” and “not yet” character.

Almighty Lord,
please use me, in Christ, as an agent of your blessing.
Amen.

10th Day of Christmas
Wednesday, 3rd January 2018
1 Kings 19: 9-18

If I don’t get it, it doesn’t mean God doesn’t
“9b And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”
10
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God
Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the
sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill
me too.”
When the world is not a God wants it to be, and all we can
see are the many areas which blatantly contradict everything
God stands for, it is easy enough to believe that “I might as well
give up.” This was Elijah’s case. After a blistering showdown
with the prophets of Baal which God won hands down, Jezebel
tells Elijah she will kill him. Elijah appears to break under the
strain – what more do you have to do, to make people do things
God’s way? If they cannot take the hint of the defeat on Mt.
Carmel, how do you change things to what they’re meant to be?
Elijah feels alone and abandoned by God? Where is God?
Why does God allow this rubbish to go on? God gives Elijah
a “behind-the-scenes” glimpse of where things are heading:
a) God will appoint three replacements to Elijah; and, b) God
shows Elijah that not only is he not alone, but there are 7 000
faithful prophets left in Israel. Just because Elijah doesn’t see
the big picture, doesn’t mean God hasn’t got one!

Oh Lord God,
when it rains I know the sun is still there;
why do I battle so when things get difficult to see your Son?
Amen.

11th Day of Christmas
Thursday, 4th January 2018
John 9: 1-11

OK, so whose fault is this?
“1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?”
3
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but
this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in
him. . . .
6

After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud
with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told
him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”).
So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.”
Let’s be honest: living life-with-God is not easy. Telling
me then that we live between the time of “already” (what
Jesus has already brought about) and “not yet” (the things
that are not yet a reality because they will only happen when
Jesus comes again) might make sense rationally, but it doesn’t
really meet my need! And that’s where the disciples are:
“Jesus, tell us, who messed up here?” He says, “You’re
asking the wrong question; looking in the wrong place.” This
situation will bring glory to God because of what God is going
to do in it. So stay with God – now watch carefully!


e

Dear Lord Jesus,
like your disciples, I want to know it all; why you’re doing it.
Please remind me gently who is God and help me trust you.
Amen.

12th Day of Christmas
Friday, 5th January 2018
Isaiah 66: 18-23

The New Heaven and New Earth are God’s work
“19d They will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 And
they will bring all your people, from all the nations, to my
holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the Lord—on
horses, in chariots and wagons, and on mules and camels,”
says the Lord. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring
their grain offerings, to the temple of the Lord in
ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I will select some of them
also to be priests and Levites,” says the Lord.
22
“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will
endure before me,” declares the Lord, “so will your name and
descendants endure. 23 From one New Moon to another and
from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow
down before me,” says the Lord.”
I don’t know about you, but I’m much better at telling God
what to do than doing what God tells me to do! All I read and
see in magazines, newsstands, the internet, makes me believe
that I should be able to understand a bit of how God operates.
And it upsets me when that sense of entitlement is shown to be
nonsense. There will be things that make sense; others will not
– and not because I’m stupid, but because I’m not God. I’m
not called to psychoanalyse God, but to love and obey God.

Dear Lord,
you know me thoroughly, please help me to know you well
enough to leave the universe to you.
Amen.

Epiphany
Saturday, 6th January 2017
Matthew 2: 1-12

Christ Will Come Again!
“1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the
time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem
2
and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”
In preparing for the annual remembrance of the birth of
the Messiah, the readings reminded us that the sense of
“already but not yet-ness” is an ongoing part of our
relationship with Jesus.
As the people of Israel waited for the Messiah, the
prophets assured them that God was already at work but the
time was not quite yet.
Once Jesus had come and the Holy Spirit had been poured
out, the disciples preached and showed the results of the First
Coming and eagerly awaited the Second which would usher in
the fullness of God’s Kingdom.
The Epiphany gives us a glimpse of the fulfilment of all
those expectations: foreign nations will come to worship the
Messiah and they will bring rare and expensive gifts as part of
their worship. The Epiphany says, “It’s all on track – just keep
going. Everything God said would happen, will happen!”
That is God’s Word to us as well – it’s on track, just keep going.


Dear Lord God,
thank you that in Jesus we have your “Yes” and “Amen.”
Amen.

