
God with us 

For many, Christmas is a very special �me; a �me of family 

reunion, a �me to be with special friends, a �me of 

celebra�on. A �me of renewed hope. 

Many people are fortunate to spend precious �me 

together with family at Christmas, some�mes with people 

who’ve travelled a considerable distance for the occasion. 

It is, or should be, a warm and upli!ing �me. 

At Christmas we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Although Christmas is family �me for the fortunate, the circumstances of 

Jesus’ birth were less than ideal, even for the condi�ons of the �me. He was 

born in a rudimentary stable far away from home. His parents were on a 

journey that was somehow symbolic of the restlessness and insecurity of the 

world today, as much as it was of the world into which he was born. In his life he 

would know li'le comfort or pleasure as we understand it. And his life was 

des�ned to end painfully and violently, despite the love, forgiveness and peace 

that he had taught the world – lessons that we s�ll profit from today. And 

through it all, it is his victory on the cross that gives us hope. 

Christmas means different things to different people. In our culture today it too 

easily symbolises excess and greed. Far from bringing families together it is for 

too many the most painful �me of the year. Road accidents and domes�c 

violence peak at this �me. Where is the hope that Christ brought and the love 

that he died for? 

Many people are �red – even sha'ered – a!er a long and stressful year. So the 

pursuit of leisure and pleasure consumes the �me and thoughts of many 

people, especially at Christmas. Some try to find a merry Christmas in what they 

call entertainment and fun. Some will overdo it. Some will have regrets. 

The Apostle Paul once said, “I discipline my body and bring it into subjec�on” (1 

Corinthians 9:27). He meant that he conquered his appe�tes and kept his 

passions and desires under control. We, too, need to conquer our hatreds, our 

fears, our doubts, our anxie�es. We need to conquer selfishness—even the 

desire for special Christmas gi!s for ourselves. 

We cannot live a life of Chris�an joy, or even have a merry Christmas or a happy 

new year, if we allow ourselves to become enslaved to the values and passions 
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St Luke’s seeks to build God’s Kingdom by helping believers to develop a 

covenant relationship with God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—that will 

enrich our daily lives and equip us for service to others 

For a child is born to us, 

    a son is given to us. 

The government will rest on his 

shoulders. 

    And he will be called: 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of  

    Peace. 

His government and its peace 

    will never end. 

He will rule with fairness and 

justice from the throne of his 

ancestor David 

    for all eternity. 

The passionate commitment of 

the Lord of Heaven’s Armies 

    will make this happen! 

Isaiah 9:6,7 

 

Continued overleaf ... 
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From David’s Desk… (continued) 

of the world that surround us. The busyness of life and the 

pursuit of pleasure – marks of the modern age – can all too 

easily crowd Christ out of our consciousness and out of our 

lives. 

For those who know Christ, who have experienced the true 

joy of being in his presence, Christmas is a blessed �me. It is 

a �me to rekindle our rela�onship with God and with those 

who are most important in our lives. It is a �me for hope. 

There is so much cynicism and despair in the world. So 

many people feel they have no hope. And there are 

thousands of people who are lonely, diseased and troubled. 

Christmas is a reminder from God Himself that we are not alone. The Prophet Isaiah said that His name would be 

called Immanuel, which means God with us (Isaiah 7:14, Ma'hew 1:23). God revealed - in the life, death and 

resurrec�on of Jesus - a reconciling love that rescues us from separa�on and loneliness. 

It is Christmas 2017 and we are assured that Jesus Christ is here. He is here to heal our wounds and give us hope. 

He is here to forgive our sins, to give us a new song, to fill us with faith. 

The Christmas message has not changed a!er 2 000 years. Christmas s�ll reminds us that God is with us. 

In spite of all the pessimism and cynicism, in spite of all the headlines 

about corrup�on, murder, assassina�ons, riots, coups and war, Jesus 

Christ is alive. He is alive to conquer fear and overcome despair, He is 

alive to impart hope, to forgive sins and to take away our loneliness. He 

is alive to reconcile us to God. 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 

men” (Luke 2:14). 

Bridget joins me in wishing you and your loved ones a blessed Christmas and a very happy 2018 

David 

We’re being encouraged these days to realise the importance of stories and listening to each other’s stories. 

Come and meet two young women from different faiths as they share 

their stories of finding faith in Jesus and friendship in Him in the new 

humanity. 

January 27 – 08h30 – 10h30 

in the Lighthouse Hall 

Please book with the office for catering by Friday 19 January. 

No charge – but we will take an offering towards the cost of the 

breakfast. 

Worship – food – fellowship – story sharing. 

Invitation to a Breakfast: Sisters in Christ – the new humanity 

“Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace,  

good will toward men”  

(Luke 2:14). 

“Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

We call Your name,  
Emmanuel. 

God with us, revealed in us, 

We call Your name, Emmanuel.  
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Words always seem so inadequate when a'emp�ng to express 

the true depth of our most sincere, hearGelt thanks to you, our 

Chris�an family at St. Luke’s. Your faithful, generous, support of 

Rose Of Sharon’s annual Christmas bucket ministry to the 

poorest and des�tute among our people reminds of God’s 

assurance in Proverbs 19:17. Whoever is generous to the poor 

lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed. ESV. 

The support received from St. Luke’s towards the Christmas 

Outreach in 2016 went a long way towards our having been able 

to provide about a hundred large buckets of groceries to as many 

desperately needy old folks in the course of our Christmas gospel 

outreaches across seven provinces. In each case the recipients 

were not just needy folks, but folks with acute needs, many 

homeless and living at the roadside, in forests and under bridges.  

When these old people are encountered, the gospel is shared 

with them, they are given a bucket of groceries and a gi! of 

money. In many cases, these old folks will never be seen by us 

again. The gi! of the bucket and money is always received with 

much joy, excitement and gra�tude and the blessing of Christmas 

is truly evident. These gi!s, given in the name of The Lord Jesus, 

together with the gospel message, ensure that the recipients 

have heard the gospel, which to us is vital, and can survive for 

a couple of weeks a!er we leave them. 

Your partnership with Rose Of Sharon in this blessed outreach 

to the poorest of our poor has taken place each Christmas for 

the past twenty five years and has brought the blessing of 

Christmas, through this prac�cal demonstra�on of the love of 

Jesus, to several thousand, o!en forgo'en, needy souls. 

From all here at The Rose Of Sharon Ministries, please accept 

our most sincere thanks for your faithful, generous support, as 

we look forward 

together to the 

Christmas Outreach 

for 2017. 

Gavin & Des Campbell 

Rose of Sharon 

Ministries 

Rose of Sharon:  Christmas Grocery Bucket Outreach. 
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Contributions from our Congregation 

 

A Prayer for the Persecuted Church 

God of grace, 

Look upon Your suffering people. 

In their distress, hear their cry. 

Save them from those that seek to harm them. 

From violence deliver them 

And grant them protec�on from their enemies. 

God of goodness 

Look upon your wandering people. 

In their aliena�on, hear their cry. 

Homeless, vulnerable refugees and sojourners, 

From rootlessness deliver them 

And grant them a res�ng place here on earth. 

God of mercy, 

Look upon your hungry people. 

In their need, hear their cry. 

Famished, thirsty, sick , exhausted, 

From poverty and des�tu�on deliver them 

And grant them provision from Your bounty. 

God of jus'ce, 

Look upon Your hur�ng people. 

In their shame, hear their cry. 

Save them from injus�ce and false accusa�on. 

From cruel lies deliver them 

And grant them vindica�on. 

For You, O Lord Jesus, were reviled, 

You were abused and falsely accused. 

You were dependent for Your daily bread. 

You, a refugee and wanderer, 

had nowhere to lay Your head. 

You fell into the hands of violent men. 

So feed Your people with the manna from above. 

Give them to drink from Your life-giving streams. 

Deliver them from all evil 

and guide them to their heavenly Home. 

In Your name we pray. 

Amen  

© Patrick Sookhdeo 2017 

barnabasfund.org 

Submi'ed by Jane'e Ross 

Bible Quiz …. 

Lord God, too Mighty to Grasp 

Lord God, creator of all— 

immensity of space 

 stars, galaxies beyond number 

 my mind reels, grapples, fails 

all too mighty to grasp. 

Immensity of ocean 

 fish, silvery shoaled, beyond number 

 unplumbed depths—great sea-monsters? 

 my mind reels, grapples, fails 

all too mighty to grasp. 

Wonder of plants 

 mul�-hued flowers, seeds, beyond number 

 each true to its kind 

 my mind reels, grapples, fails 

all too mighty to grasp. 

Birds beyond belief 

 winging, gliding, dar�ng, 

 feathers beyond number 

 my mind reels, grapples, fails 

all too mighty to grasp. 

And then a Baby 

Lord God, a BABY 

Creator of the universe, you sent a Baby 

My finite mind can grasp a baby 

 and wonder 

          and thank  

                   and adore. 

Wri'en by Meg HarGield 

A Celebra�on of Life (Collected Poems) 
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I have just read ++Thabo’s book and finished reading it in record �me, for me – just 

7 days and so share my impressions and thoughts. 

I had such a mixture of emo�ons in reading it and I probably should reread it. I have 

been touched by his humility, compassion and love, despite all that he has lived 

through during the injus�ces of Apartheid and how God has used him ‘for such a 

�me as this’ in our Na�on. 

It is so easily wri'en, but I am sure it took great courage and pa�ence to recall his 

stories, right from his ancestral home Makgoba’s Kloof (known now as 

Magoebaskloof), when they disposed of their land and to his various episodes in his 

life.  

His sensi�ve approach to his ministry to Madiba and Graca is very moving and his 

prayers were obviously inspired by the Holy Spirit. It was interes�ng how he used 

the prayers from our Anglican Prayer Book to cra! his specific prayers for each occasion. 

We, as a na�on, are truly blessed and honoured to have Bishop Thabo – a real man of God.  

Thank you ++ Thabo for sharing this with us, and encouraging us to have faith and courage, in what are such trying 

�mes in our country. To be reminded that despite everything, God is in ul�mate control. 

I can certainly recommend that all South Africans read this book – you won’t be disappointed.  You can buy a copy 

from Exclusive Books.  

John Browne 

Book Review:  Faith and Courage (Praying with Mandela) by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba 

Boundaries Course 

Have you ever considered how easily you are 

manipulated by others?  Do you tell yourself that 

because you are a Christian, you have to love everyone 

unconditionally, and be at their beck and call?  Do you 

find yourself doing things half-heartedly because you 

committed yourself too soon? 

You CAN be a different person, in a healthy and Christ-

like way. 

Keep an eye on the bulletin for further details 

Coming up:  the marriage course 

The Marriage Course is open to all couples 

(married or unmarried). It covers many 

of the most challenging 

areas of marriage – 

money, communication, 

forgiveness, in-laws and sex. 

This Course is an excellent tool for 

couples, providing practical advice to 

help improve and strengthen their 

relationship. Dates have not been finalised 

yet, but if you would like a romantic dinner with 

your partner or spouse why not think about attending 

this seven week course. 

Further 

information will 

be published 

soon—so keep 

your eye on the 

bulletin. 
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So the end of 2017 is fast approaching and Christmas is even closer. For many that know me this is one of my 

favourite �mes of the year. Helen would tell you it because I love geRng presents. (Ok truth be told I do), but it is 

not because of that that I enjoy Christmas it is because this �me of the year highlights God’s love for not only the 

world but for me as an individual. One of the greatest gi!s I have ever 

received is God’s friendship and love towards me. This friendship and 

reconcilia�on with God was brought through the birth of Jesus. When I 

view Christmas like this as the ul�mate present that I have ever received it 

changes me, it humbles me, it shows me that even though I think that I am 

hard done by, God loves me so much that he would send his Son to be a 

present to me.  

However, I also need to add that when looking at this �me of the year it is also an incredible sad �me of the year 

for me. I get upset at the commercialism that seems to be so rife this �me of the year. I would like to thus take this 

opportunity to not only wish everyone a very merry Christmas but also plead with you to teach your kids, God-

children and grandkids that Christ was the greatest gi! that we have ever received. Show those li'le people that 

you encounter that even though next year there will be a be'er and newer toy but God’s love for us has no limits 

and boundaries. That when we have a rela�onship with Jesus there is simply no other present that can ever match 

the love that God has for us.   

I would also just like to take this �me to thank you all as our St Luke’s family for the love and support that you have 

shown us this last year. We had friends visit us recently and they just kept commen�ng that they have never seen 

us as happy as we are now. Thinking about it just highlights that for us when we le! the coast we le! a small family 

behind but God gave us all of you to love us and support us. Thank you so much and may you have a very blessed 

Christmas and an amazing New Year and see you all soon.     

It’s Christmas…. (and Jordz is getting presents) 

We are trying to start up a Morning Home Group for fellowship and Bible Study for mums with young children. Tammy 

Warman has two children, one aged 4 and the other 6. She uses a wheelchair and has offered to host the group at her 

home in Oaklands. The group does not necessarily need to meet every week — it could start off with a mee�ng held 

every two weeks.  If you are interested please contact us to discuss days and �mes  

Penny Metcalf 083 454 2744  or  Tammy Warman 082 590 1062 

A Home Group for Mums with School Going Children 

For since our friendship with God 

was restored by the death of his 
Son while we were still his 

enemies, we will certainly be 
saved through the life of his Son. 

Romans 5:10 (NLT) 

YPC—some events this year …. 

Jordz running the Friday night Friday night Friday night Friday night 
programme—’gutter slush’ lots 
of fun & yummy 

Extra lessons Extra lessons Extra lessons Extra lessons 2017 was really fun and 
exciting—such a privilege to be a part of this 
exciting initiative. Thanks to Jenni Gous for all 
your guidance 

Happening camp Happening camp Happening camp Happening camp where some of St Lukes confirma-

tion candidates joined on the camp 
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YPC—some events this year …. 

The youth distributing cakes and muffins 
to the people in the park—again donated 

by La Bakery 

Confirmation 2017 Confirmation 2017 Confirmation 2017 Confirmation 2017 what an awesome year to 
have spent with some of the most amazing 

teenagers ever!!! 

Youth camp 2017 Youth camp 2017 Youth camp 2017 Youth camp 2017 at Heronbridge 
in Randburg our theme for the 
weekend was The Holy Spirit (as 

part of the Alpha Course) 

Friday night youth braai Friday night youth braai Friday night youth braai Friday night youth braai at Tumi’s 
house where had sometime to fellow-

ship and discuss issues of life 

Tshepo's farewell Tshepo's farewell Tshepo's farewell Tshepo's farewell before he left for 
America—what a privilege to work with this 
young man. He is a real inspiration to the 
community and the youth of One Life 

Amy Sarjoo’s birthday partyAmy Sarjoo’s birthday partyAmy Sarjoo’s birthday partyAmy Sarjoo’s birthday party—thanks 
to her mom for sponsoring the 

lovely cake and eats. 

The Stew Kitchen The Stew Kitchen The Stew Kitchen The Stew Kitchen on a Thursday—blessed 
with delicious cakes and sweet things from 

La Bakery in Grant Avenue 

Sometimes we all need a friend to count 
on when days are dark and lonely 

#visitingZanna 

When we thought that the evening 
service was only for youth but guess 

who came along 

One Life  braai One Life  braai One Life  braai One Life  braai at the Sarjoo family who generously open 
their home for us 

Selfies!!!! 

It has been a It has been a It has been a It has been a 

fabulous year!fabulous year!fabulous year!fabulous year!    

Thank you Jesus!Thank you Jesus!Thank you Jesus!Thank you Jesus!    

God is good!!  All God is good!!  All God is good!!  All God is good!!  All 

the time!!the time!!the time!!the time!!    
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Events and services NOT to be missed 

Lenten Quiet MorningLenten Quiet MorningLenten Quiet MorningLenten Quiet Morning    

Date:Date:Date:Date:  Saturday 3 February 2018 

Time:Time:Time:Time:  07:30 to 10:30 

Venue:Venue:Venue:Venue:    Lighthouse Hall  

Tea/coffee and a light breakfast will be served  

Please bring blanket or cushion, journal or notebook 

& bible. 

Please call (011-728-7015) to book. 

Donations welcome to cover costs. 

Evening of RefreshingEvening of RefreshingEvening of RefreshingEvening of Refreshing    
Join us and allow the Holy Spirit to touch 

you and refresh You at the beginning of 

the Lent Season. 

In the Lighthouse Hall,  

Wednesday 7 February @ 7 p.m.Wednesday 7 February @ 7 p.m.Wednesday 7 February @ 7 p.m.Wednesday 7 February @ 7 p.m.    

All Welcome!    

"Citchin Cook Up""Citchin Cook Up""Citchin Cook Up""Citchin Cook Up"    
2 February2 February2 February2 February    ————    @ 6pm@ 6pm@ 6pm@ 6pm    

to cook for the Thursday stew kitchen  

Bring:Bring:Bring:Bring:    * R120 for stew ingredients 

 * Liquid refreshment (for you) 

  * empty 2l containers 

Come and enjoy supper, songs and good company; ~ 

no experience necessary! 

Banking Details:Banking Details:Banking Details:Banking Details:   St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank, Norwood.  Branch Code:  004105  Acc  001844067 

Dates to DiariseDates to DiariseDates to DiariseDates to Diarise    
2 Jan2 Jan2 Jan2 Jan  Office reopens 

13 Jan13 Jan13 Jan13 Jan  Parish Consultation 

18 Jan18 Jan18 Jan18 Jan  Parish Exec & Council Meeting 

21 Jan21 Jan21 Jan21 Jan     Licencing of YPC leaders 

28 Jan28 Jan28 Jan28 Jan     Licencing of Lay Ministers  

2 Feb2 Feb2 Feb2 Feb  Citchin Cook-up 

3 Feb3 Feb3 Feb3 Feb  Quiet Morning 

4 Feb4 Feb4 Feb4 Feb  Vestry (08h30 service) 

7 Feb7 Feb7 Feb7 Feb  Evening of Refreshing 

13 Feb13 Feb13 Feb13 Feb Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Eve) 

14 Feb14 Feb14 Feb14 Feb Ash Wednesday 

18 Feb18 Feb18 Feb18 Feb Admission of Wardens &  

    Councillors  

25 Mar25 Mar25 Mar25 Mar    Palm Sunday  

30 Mar30 Mar30 Mar30 Mar    Good Friday  

1 Apr1 Apr1 Apr1 Apr  Easter Sunday  

9 Apr9 Apr9 Apr9 Apr  Marriage Course starts     

9 May9 May9 May9 May  Evening of Refreshing 

10 May10 May10 May10 May Ascension Day 

20 May20 May20 May20 May Pentecost 

20 Aug20 Aug20 Aug20 Aug Boundaries Course starts 

Parish ConsultationParish ConsultationParish ConsultationParish Consultation    

Saturday 13 JanuarySaturday 13 JanuarySaturday 13 JanuarySaturday 13 January    
All members of St Luke’s are invited to a parish 

consultation in the Lighthouse Hall between 09h00 

and 12h00 on Saturday 13 January. 

Some important decisions regarding the life of the 

Parish will be discussed. 

This consultation is very important in the life of St 

Luke’s. Please make every effort to attend, and as 

importantly, please pray for it. 

We hope to see you here! 

Shrove TuesdayShrove TuesdayShrove TuesdayShrove Tuesday    

Pancake EveningPancake EveningPancake EveningPancake Evening    

13 February 2018 13 February 2018 13 February 2018 13 February 2018 

@ 6.30 pm@ 6.30 pm@ 6.30 pm@ 6.30 pm    

Traditionally, at St. Luke’s, the men cook …. 

Volunteers welcome! 

Please join us for a family evening of fun—making 

and eating pancakes. 


