
He is risen! 

Easter is a great day, in which we celebrate the 

Resurrec�on of our Lord Jesus Christ and revel 

in the hope that this represents for all of us. 

Churches are filled with worshippers throughout 

the world today because of what happened in 

Jerusalem over 2 000 years ago.  

On Good Friday we recognised the high price 

paid for us by Jesus on the cross. He died for our 

sins, and for the sins of all people throughout 

history. In our service on Good Friday we 

recognised what sin so o(en is: people using the 

gi(s that God has given them to glorify 

themselves instead of using those same gi(s to 

glorify God. From the very first pages of Scripture we read of God’s 

condemna�on of this kind of idolatry, yet it prevails today. 

Receiving the Good News of Jesus Christ requires us to have faith. Such faith will 

lead us to iden�fy and use the gi(s God has given us to bring glory to Him rather 

than only to ourselves. By accep�ng that we have been redeemed by the 

suffering and death of Jesus we are ushered in to a new and enriching life; to 

fulfilment and blessing, even if our worldly circumstances are less than perfect.  

A(er the promise of eternal life, His presence in our daily lives is the greatest 

gi( of Jesus. A deeply enriching personal rela�onship with Jesus can become a 

vital part of the lives of believers.  By spending �me with Jesus we are equipped 

and inspired to spread the compassion - and everything else that he stood for - 

into this world of selfishness and violence.  

Prayer is the key to this personal 

rela�onship. Prayer is spending 

�me with God, o(en alone and in 

silence.  Prayer is listening to God 

as well as asking him to intervene 

in our lives and the lives of others.  

The world is always in need of 

hope. So is our country. There is, 
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St Luke’s seeks to build God’s Kingdom by helping believers to develop a 

covenant relationship with God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—that will 

enrich our daily lives and equip us for service to others 

Easter, for me,  

is a remembrance of what  

the Lord gave up for me to 

have salvation. 

It is about forgiveness of sins 

and healing. 

It reminds me that he suffered 

and died for me, a sinner,  

that I may have  

everlasting life;  

that I may be healed  

by his strife. 

By Barbara Stephens 

 

Continued overleaf ... 

Prayer is the key ...  

Prayer is spending time  

with God … 

Prayer is listening to God ... 
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From David’s Desk… (continued) 

in many respects, more hope in South Africa today than there has 

been for some �me. Poli�cal change has ensured this. But controversy 

and division are never far from the surface in our beloved country, 

and just discussing the possibility of the state appropria�ng land 

without paying for it is exci�ng emo�ons in some quarters and raising 

expecta�ons that can probably never be met, in others. A swi( 

resolu�on to this important issue is essen�al to avoid it causing yet 

further division in an already divided land.  

As Chris�ans I believe that we are called to be reconcilers just as our Lord was. In this, as in all divisive issues, our 

role should be to build bridges and advance peace. Most importantly, we should PRAY. Prayer pulled South Africa 

back from the brink in 1994 and it can do so again. Prayer can really change things. Prac�cally, we should ensure 

that we do not by our words or ac�ons inflame the fires of passion and dissent. We should not spread rumours or 

repeat stories that are simply specula�ve, especially when they portray the worst-case scenario as if it were in fact 

the most likely outcome. 

We are ambassadors for Christ, the Prince of Peace. I pray that 

all of us will use this Easter �me to ask Jesus what he wants us 

to do, and to act on it. If all of us live our lives focused on him 

we will bring his light to those around us, in our families, at 

work or school or university and elsewhere in the spheres of 

influence that we all have. Let us spread his light and his 

message of love. And pray for our leaders that they might 

receive and spend his light. And pray for 

South Africa, our land. 

May the Lord richly bless you and your 

families, and those you love and pray for, 

this Easter and always. 

David 

One day as I was visi�ng one of our parishioners 

who is no longer able to be out and about I 

discovered a treasure. 

She was watching a program called Reflec�ons 

on the Daystar TV, channel DStv 342. 

It has a changing series of Bible verses backed 

by beau�ful photography of scenery from all over the world, and lovely background music - o(en using a well 

known hymn which sets the spirit singing along. No spoken words-  just beau�ful sound and scenery. 

It's on daily between 2:30 and 3:30 p.m. occasionally later a(ernoons and usually Sunday a(ernoons between 3 

and 5. I have spent some lovely quiet �mes with the Lord just relaxing with Reflec�ons on a few recent Sunday 

a(ernoon. Why don't you try it if you have DStv. 

Jane�e Ross  

Meet the Lord in worship on the TV  

We are ambassadors for Christ, We are ambassadors for Christ, We are ambassadors for Christ, We are ambassadors for Christ, 

the Prince of Peace. the Prince of Peace. the Prince of Peace. the Prince of Peace.     
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We have a lovely facility and garden which we do enjoy, and on 

occasion some of our neighbours include it in their walking - pray 

that they will be blessed as they enjoy it. One of the first friends I 

made in South Africa, a member of the Methodist Church, was a 

Jewish lady who told me that even before she came to faith in Jesus 

she used to come and sit in the gardens or in the church just to 

enjoy the peace at St. Luke's. 

On Saturday, March 10th, it was buzzing with ac�vi�es as a group 

met to pray for the parish, as the kniEng ladies met to enjoy the 

garden as they kniFed beanies, squares, teddies, etc, some youth 

met for music and guitar lessons, as lay ministers from all over the 

diocese gathered for their ministry training morning (approximately 

150 of them) and last but not least - and enjoyed by all - the coffee 

shop with its delicious coffee, tea and cakes. 

All expressions of fellowship, ministry and service - for which we 

thank our God. 

A Saturday at St. Luke’s ... 

Saturday Guitar Lessons 

What the knitting group make  

Lay ministers from across the Diocese in the Church  

Enjoying the coffee shop 

The Knitting Group  
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Contributions from our Congregation—He never left me! 

One Sunday a few months ago my life spiralled out of control when I had a very bad fall. I felt that I had been 

pushed by a spiritual force because at the same �me I heard a voice telling me: “This is it!”. 

I lost consciousness a(er falling down two steps and coming to, I experienced the most excrucia�ng pain. I 

remember thinking that there was no one to help me and wondering if I could trust in God the way I knew I would 

have to. My hand had taken the full weight of my body in the fall and now looked like a baby onion with my four 

fingers pushed right over facing the thumb. I felt fear rising and knew that I had to keep my eyes on Jesus. 

Struggling to get up I no�ced my car keys beside me. I tried to pick them up even though I could see my hands 

swelling in front of my eyes. I managed to slide them into my palm and went to my car knowing that I needed to 

get to hospital. Of course I couldn’t use the keys properly, nor could I manage to use my cell phone to call for help. 

Amid all this I heard a clear voice saying “Breakdown!” I understood clearly that this was a spiritual aFack and 

started saying the name of Jesus repeatedly. I started going through the complex looking for someone to help me, 

trying not to look at my hands or concentrate on the pain, or think of the evil presence near me. I knew that God 

had me in His care, and I had to keep my eyes on Him and trust Him to look a(er me.  

Seeing a flat with lights on, I knocked on the window using my elbow. Immediately someone came to the door and, 

horrified at what he saw, within seconds he and his wife were driving me to the hospital. I was taken through for 

Xrays and told I had three fractures: one clean break on the right wrist, and two on the le( which couldn’t have 

been worse as both breaks were splintered, and the hand had experienced a lot of trauma as well. The couple who 

took me to hospital never le( my side un�l I was admiFed, filling in all the forms and seeing me safely into the 

ward. They came into my life when needed, played their part and I have not laid eyes on them again. (I have since 

been able to track them down so will be able to send them flowers). 

Safely in bed in the hospital, I found it almost impossible to put together what had happened to me, but I realised I 

was in Big Trouble! I had a major problem with my hand and fingers - and I didn’t know what I was to do - I had no 

family to help, how would I organize a doctor, how would I get home? I thought of David saying: “it’s so easy to 

give a sermon on faith, but not so easy when you have to experience it yourself”!   I had to trust God even though 

it didn’t make sense. I was now experiencing the fact that God cannot be explained but he can be experienced. I 

had to trust, let go and let God! 

The following morning the doctor who came to my bed told me that his speciality was hands and ankles. He 

seemed very concerned about the damage done to my le( hand and wrist, but I assured him (very aware of the 

yarmulke he was wearing) that with both him and Hashem on my side I was in a win-win situa�on! A(er the op, I 

was s�ll not able to move my fingers but he commented that considering what he was given to work on, he was 

quite pleased with the results!  

Once discharged I was not allowed to return home, but that didn’t seem to be a problem for the Lord. Within half 

an hour I received a phone call from another friend holidaying in the Cape who had heard of my freak accident. 

She told me that she had booked herself on the next flight back to Jo’burg, and that I could stay with her. She also 

told me that a friend of hers who has the gi(s of Discernment and Words of Knowledge had told her that while 

praying it had been revealed to her that what had happened to me 

was no accident, but a spiritual aFack. 

God’s provision and care kept on coming. My poor friend with whom I 

was  staying literally did everything for me: blowing my nose, pouring 

glasses of water for me, pulling the duvet back … the rest I’ll leave to 

your imagina�on!!! The specialist had told me it was crucial I received 

physio twice a week (my fingers at this stage were all claw like and I 

couldn’t open that hand properly). I found out that the medical aid 

God truly is the God of  

the unexpected,  

he had me covered  

at every turn 
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would not pay for it but two weeks later my physio informed me that she would discount my visits from R469.00 

per session to R300.00. God truly is the God of the unexpected, he had me covered at every turn I was constantly 

aware of God’s peace surrounding me all the �me.  

By now I’d been out of work for two months, and my monthly 

accounts were adding up. Literally at the 11th hour a miracle 

happened and money started coming in ..one lump sum (to this day I 

haven’t a clue where it came from), some clients put extra money into 

my account - God’s generosity  blew my mind! Then a friend phoned 

to say she would take me to physio and my next-door neighbour 

would drive me to work two months later when I felt able to return... 

All I knew was that I wanted to have the victory that Christ had died for. I stood on the healing scriptures, I decreed 

and declared my victory over all this. But so o(en I would wonder WHY?  Not “why it should happen to me?”, a(er 

all, why not? But I kept asking, and even though I was spending a lot of �me with Him, He appeared to be hidden 

and subtle. 

A(er two months of not being able to drive and go to church, I was now experiencing withdrawal symptoms. A 

friend phoned, offering to take me to Church.  A(er the service I asked a couple to pray for me, sharing with them 

only that I’d broken my wrist. The following week in church I felt a tap on my back during the service. It was the 

couple who had prayed for me the previous week, asking if they could talk to me.  They said that they had been 

praying for me and felt strongly led to tell me that I didn’t ’just fall’ - it had been a spiritual aFack.  I was touched 

by God’s perfect �ming - being in the right place at the right �me, approaching the right people (I’d never laid eyes 

on them before). Time a(er �me I was geEng confirma�on that it had been a spiritual aFack on me and this 

message from people who had no idea what had happened to me. A(er asking again if they could pray for me, I 

found myself lying on the ground and again experiencing exactly what had happened to me during the fall. I felt 

enveloped in total blackness – suddenly I was flung across the floor and void of my senses, except this �me I was 

aware of an image breaking through that blackness. As this happened I sat up with a start, it was over! Because 

Christ lives, Satan could not have the final say, he certainly has power, but absolutely no authority. 

I felt that God would use this tribula�on, this wilderness experience, for His glory. Through everything I felt that He 

had refined me, taking me to another level, geEng me through to the other side – and He answered my ques�on!  

Later, during a �me of prayer with some friends who had been praying for me, my mouth opened and I began to 

prophesy over myself with the following words: 

‘You’ve been through a very dark �me, and you have so o�en wondered where was I? I was right by your side 

holding you by the hand (and as he said this I saw two arms from the elbow 

down and both hands were holding each other), I never le� you. And no, you 

don’t know why, but you will grow from strength to strength and give a 

tes�mony of my grace’. 

It has been a tough journey, but I have no doubt at all …  

He never le( me!  

Praise God!  

Yvonne Loizou 

“When you pass through the waters, IIII willwillwillwill bebebebe withwithwithwith youyouyouyou; and when you pass through 

the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not 

be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” 

Isaiah 43 vs 2 (NIVUK) 

He never left me! 

It has been a tough journey,  

but I have no doubt at all …  

He never left me! 

Praise God! 
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True peace is knowing that God is in control .. and I believe that Happening is the perfect place for people to find 

themselves and to embark on their journey with Christ. Happening welcomes everyone and it is a place where 

anyone is free to worship & share .. and not be afraid of being judged. 

When I first heard about Happening I wondered what it would be like and whether I would fit in or not ... but then 

I remembered a Bible verse:  Philippians 4:13: "I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength", and 

because when it comes to fellowship in Christ I am always keen, I felt this overwhelming rush to sign up and go for 

it.  

In the week of Happening everything was God driven ... the warm welcome made it easy to chat with anyone ... it 

came quite naturally, I felt that I was not alone and that I could overcome anything and embrace my flaws.. it gave 

me a sense of belonging. 

If you are over 16, and have not been on Happening I encourage you to do so  - it is a life changing experience.  

Some of the things I learnt over the weekend are: 

• We need to trust in Him,  

• Commit ourselves to Him , 

• Let go of things that are preven�ng us from moving forward,  

• Let go of anger,  

• Forgive others -  not because they deserve forgiveness, but because I deserve 

peace, 

• Set our eyes on Him and keep our eyes on Him, 

• Have hope because He is has us in mind: He sees us, He knows us. 

• We need to open our hearts and trust in Him so we can feel the warmth of His 

love,  

• And last but not least: Keep in our hearts that.. He is not blind to our tears, deaf to 

our prayers, nor silent to our pain, He sees.. He hears.. and He will deliver. 

I really enjoyed the weekend and look forward to returning as a leader. 

Thabang Modiba 

My Happening Experience 

YPC—some prayers for our youth …. 

God our Father, you see your children growing up in 

an unsteady and confusing world:  

Show them that your ways give more life than the 

ways of the world, and that following you is better 

than chasing after selfish goals.  

Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their 

worth, but as a chance for a new start.  

Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to 

keep alive their joy in your creation;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

~anon~ 

Lord, I pray that You would pour out Your Spirit upon 

my child this day and anoint him (her) for all that 

You've called him (her) to be and do.  

Lord, You have said, "Let each one remain with God in 

that state in which he was called" (1 Corinthians 

7:24). May it be for this child according to Your Word, 

that he never stray from what You have called him to 

be and do, or try to be something he (she) is not. 

In Jesus' name I pray. 

— by Stormie Omartian 
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There is this huge hype around social media but what is it exactly? 

Briefly it can be described as websites and applica�ons that enable 

users to create and share content or to par�cipate in social 

networking. Some people view it as a waste of �me and resources.  

Some people view it as a necessary evil. However, no maFer what 

your view is it is definitely a tool that can be either used in a posi�ve 

manner or in a nega�ve manner. Reading this you may be asking yes 

Jordz we know this and what does this have to do with youth? Well, 

all I can say is that it has so much to do with youth and how youth 

ministry is progressing currently. If you have just been to the movies 

recently there are two amazing ads that sum this up. The first is an UNICEF add that highlights how social media can 

destroy people and the second is how connected young people are on social media. 

But what does this mean for us as a ministry. How do we stay relevant in this fast-changing world? I believe that 

the first point that we need to accept is that �mes are changing. I mean look at Facebook which was the anchor of 

social media. It is disconcer�ng to find out that many young people view Facebook as something their parents and 

grand parents use. Instagram is the new social media of choice, sharing pictures of yourself and your environment 

is what the current youth genera�on is focused on.  

One of the best pieces of advice that I can share with you regarding the use of social media is to equip your kids, 

grandkids and any of the next genera�on that you have a rela�onship with. The key here is rela�onship, as ministry 

flows from rela�onship. Using this rela�onship in a posi�ve manner to educate those that you love, that once 

something is out there it is impossible to retract it. Scripture Union uses an amazing illustra�on for this. They take a 

piece of paper and then get the kids to cut it into as many small pieces as possible. Basically, confeE and then say 

that this is a thought, meme, post and so forth that you have been thinking about and are not sure if it is something 

that you should put out on social media. Eventually you decide to post it. Now a floor fan is turned on and the 

confeE is let go in front of the fan. You can imagine that all this confeE is now all over the place and the kids are 

asked to try and get it all back. A task that is near impossible. This is how quickly a post can spread on social media 

and the person pos�ng it simply has no control of how far and wide it is spread.  

“But Jordz, you s�ll have not said how this applies to our ministry?” I can hear you saying. The simple truth is that 

as a ministry we have to be extremely careful on what we post as we simply do not know how far it will spread and 

who our post will affect, but the reverse is also true that when we post Christ’s love and acceptance it has such a 

far reaching impact that we actually empower the next genera�on in reaching their friends and making a posi�ve 

difference in their community.  

You may even be wondering why we need to know about social 

media. Well simply put, there are companies that are spending 

millions on it because they know that the next genera�on is the 

key to any marke�ng strategy and because of this the church 

(both local and global) needs to be in the know as to the issues 

that our young people are facing. So lets be in the now and walk a 

journey with your young people in love and not in judgement and equip them to be able to face the world that they 

are entering into because, if we are honest, the issues that they are facing on a daily basis are totally different to 

what even I had to face growing up. So, I challenge you to join Instagram and to follow the young people that you 

know and be connected in their world.   

God Bless 

Jordz              

YPC—from Jordz Desk …. 
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Events and services NOT to be missed 

Winter Quiet MorningWinter Quiet MorningWinter Quiet MorningWinter Quiet Morning    

Date:Date:Date:Date:  Saturday 2 June 2018 

Time:Time:Time:Time:  07:30 to 10:30 

Venue:Venue:Venue:Venue:    Lighthouse Hall  

Tea/coffee and a light breakfast will be served  

Please bring blanket or cushion, journal or notebook 

& bible. 

Please call (011-728-7015) to book. 

Donations welcome to cover costs. 

 

Evening of RefreshingEvening of RefreshingEvening of RefreshingEvening of Refreshing    
Join us and allow the Holy Spirit to  

refresh you before you enter winter. 

In the Lighthouse Hall,  

Wednesday 9 May @ 7 p.m.Wednesday 9 May @ 7 p.m.Wednesday 9 May @ 7 p.m.Wednesday 9 May @ 7 p.m.    

All Welcome!    

Banking Details:Banking Details:Banking Details:Banking Details:   St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank, Norwood.  Branch Code:  004105  Acc  001844067 

"Citchin Cook Up""Citchin Cook Up""Citchin Cook Up""Citchin Cook Up"    
every first Friday of the month unless every first Friday of the month unless every first Friday of the month unless every first Friday of the month unless 

otherwise advertisedotherwise advertisedotherwise advertisedotherwise advertised    ————6 April @ 6pm6 April @ 6pm6 April @ 6pm6 April @ 6pm    
to cook for the Thursday stew kitchen  

Bring:Bring:Bring:Bring:    * R120 for stew ingredients 

 * Liquid refreshment (for you) 

  * empty 2l containers 

Come and enjoy supper, songs and good company; ~ 

no experience necessary! 

For the Community 

All WelcomeAll WelcomeAll WelcomeAll Welcome    

Physio led Exercise ClassPhysio led Exercise ClassPhysio led Exercise ClassPhysio led Exercise Class    
for over 50sfor over 50sfor over 50sfor over 50s 

Every Monday & Friday  @ 17h15 
in the Lighthouse Hall 

Contact Kerryn   079-051-7309 for details     

Home Groups @ St. Luke’sHome Groups @ St. Luke’sHome Groups @ St. Luke’sHome Groups @ St. Luke’s    
We have various Home groups meeting at 

peoples homes and at St. Luke’s on weekdays 

at different times—a place to get to know fellow 

parishioners, to share and study the Bible 

If you are not part of one, but would like to be—

please contact Helen in the Church office. 

SilverfitSilverfitSilverfitSilverfit    
an evidence based exercise programme specifically designed for 

individuals over the age of 60 years old  

Every Monday & Friday  @ 11h30 
in the Main Hall  

Contact Tamsin  082 522 3984    

Narcotics AnonymousNarcotics AnonymousNarcotics AnonymousNarcotics Anonymous    

Every Monday @ 19h30 
in the Lighthouse Hall  

Every Saturday @ 17h30 
in the Lighthouse Hall     

Overeaters AnonymousOvereaters AnonymousOvereaters AnonymousOvereaters Anonymous    
recovery from compulsive eating     

Every Tuesday @ 19h30 
in the Crawford Centre    

Alcoholics AnonymousAlcoholics AnonymousAlcoholics AnonymousAlcoholics Anonymous    

Every Tuesday @ 19h30 
in the Lighthouse Hall    

Tough LoveTough LoveTough LoveTough Love    
((((Parents Support Group)Parents Support Group)Parents Support Group)Parents Support Group)    

(parents, siblings, spouses, friends)    

Every Tuesday @ 18h45 
in the Parish Centre    


