St. Luke’s Church

Advent 2018

As you read the page for the day,
allow yourself some time (even if
only a few minutes) in which to
become aware of God’s love for
you as you allow God’s word to
speak to you.

23 Days to Go !
Advent Sunday, 2ndDecember
Luke 21: 25-36

Theme: “The past  our present  God’s future”
26

“People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is
coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.
27
At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to
take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.” Luke 21
14

Israel’s prophets again and again warned and promised
the people that the Day of the Lord would come. The Day of the
Lord was that day when God would come to be with them as
their God. The prophets warned because some people expected
the Day of the Lord to be a picnic because they were Israelites.
The prophets warned them that nobody was blameless before a
Holy God who hates arrogance and spiritual smugness. SO . . .
be prepared for the unexpected!
The prophets also promised that the Day of the Lord
would come and that would be good news for those who
suffered for their faithfulness to this Holy God – their daily
walking in righteousness before God had prepared them.

Based on today’s sermon:
❖
❖
Lord Jesus, help me to realise that my past decisions have
brought me here; help my future decisions to
take me fully to you. Amen.

Little Candles & Lighthouse Christmas Party
today!

“‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfil
the good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. ’”
Jeremiah 33

22 Days to Go !
Monday, 3rdDecember
Isaiah 2: 1-5

What Advent anyway?
5
“Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the
Lord.” Isaiah 2
As we saw in yesterday’s reading, the prophets warned the
people because they were not walking in the light of the Lord;
they encouraged those who were. The point is simple: God
loves them, but they need to respond by walking in God’s light
so they are seen to belong to God and reflect God’s very
character (the image of God – Genesis 1).
The world around us is frenetically “preparing for
Christmas” by telling us we need to buy the love and
happiness we all want. TV is showing endless films that show
us that as long as we like Christmas, everything will turn out
well. Get ready for Christmas and Santa Claus and be happy!
We are not preparing for Christmas. We are preparing for
Jesus Christ’s coming again. Part of that is that we remind
ourselves that Jesus did come once – about 2000 years ago –
just as the prophets said he would and that he promised to
come again (and this too was promised by the prophets).
Advent is about God’s future which will appear whether
we find it believable, acceptable, or not. Advent is about the
whole story of God and not only Christmas. It’s about the
future of the whole world apart from human planning and
scheming and design. Advent is so significant that it impacts
the whole universe – and your life and mine.
❖
Dear Lord,
help me to see that I can’t buy what only Jesus can give freely.
Amen.

21 Days to Go !
Tuesday, 4thDecember
Isaiah 11: 1-10

You aren’t au fait with God
3

“He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide
by what he hears with his ears; 4but with righteousness he
will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the
poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5
Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash
around his waist. Isaiah 11
“These verses are speaking of the characteristics of the
kingdom of God. God keeps his promises, although not always
in the way we might envision him doing so. The Jews of the New
Testament era were certain that the promises of a descendant of
David ruling over Israel meant that a literal political/military
leader would rule over them and defeat their political/military
enemies. Thus, when God kept his promise in another way, they
had a difficult time making the changeover.
But it is instructive to modern-day readers, who should read
prophecy with a bit more humility and a bit less certitude that
they know exactly how the predictions are going to be fulfilled.
In particular we need to read prophecies like this with more of
an eye on their spiritual teaching and less on the mechanics of
their fulfilment” (emphasis mine). NIV Application
Commentary
❖
❖
Lord Jesus,
please help me remember that you are God.
Amen.

20 Days to Go !
Wednesday, 5th December
Matthew 24: 42-47

All the time, not only sometimes
42

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what
day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner
of the house had known at what time of night the thief was
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his
house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect
him.
45
“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the
master has put in charge of the servants in his household to
give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for
that servant whose master finds him doing so when he
returns.” Matthew 24
We’ve heard this teaching of Jesus so often, we probably
don’t really “hear” it anymore. Regardless of that it remains
true. Someone who only switches on an alarm when he thinks
a thief may come, is playing a dangerous game. A person who
only works hard when the boss is watching, is going to slip up
sooner or later and get an unpleasant surprise. People who
act like Christians on a Sunday, but are no different to the
world around Monday to Friday don’t fool God – only
themselves. It’s also not smart to say “I’ll be good later; now
I’ll do as I please for a while.”
❖
❖
Lord Jesus,
Help me to remember that “all the time” means “all the time”
Amen.

19 Days to Go !
Thursday, 6th December
Isaiah 26: 1-6

Trusting God in uncertain times
4

Trust in the Lord forever,
for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal.
5
He humbles those who dwell on high,
he lays the lofty city low;
he levels it to the ground and casts it down to the dust.
6
Feet trample it down— the feet of the oppressed,
the footsteps of the poor.
Perhaps in our day there is no more similar context to
what is being talked about here than that of the persecuted
church around the world. We in the West have known little of
what it means to say “other lords besides you have ruled over
us, but your name alone do we honour” (26:13) . . .
But these verses in Isaiah are written for just such an
ambiguous time as ours, when the lines are not clear. Their
prescriptions are just what we need today. They tell us to do
five things: Trust God in an active way; honour God’s name
alone; believe God can do what we cannot; do not let go of the
resurrection [or the Second Coming, I would add]; and focus
on the real enemy. NIV Application Commentary
❖
❖
Dear Lord God,
Followers of Jesus have lived through uncertain times
and times far more dangerous than these
help me to take courage from that and to do so too.
Amen.

18 Days to Go !
Friday, 7th December
Isaiah 29: 17-24

There is Hope because there is GOD!
18
In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll,
and out of gloom and darkness
the eyes of the blind will see.
19
Once more the humble will rejoice in the Lord;
the needy will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.
20
The ruthless will vanish,
the mockers will disappear,
and all who have an eye for evil will be cut down—
21
those who with a word make someone out to be guilty,
who ensnare the defender in court
and with false testimony deprive the innocent of justice.
Isaiah is writing to people in need of deliverance. He is
telling them to trust the Lord God; instead those in power have
made a secret deal with foreigners and disregarded God and
their own people. Historically, when push came to shove, the
foreigners ran away. Isaiah sees the nation as a spiritual desert
and God’s grace as the solution, therefore turn back to God. Do
it God’s way and not by secret deals and corrupt means. The
pictures of hope that Isaiah presents . . . “deal primarily with
the spiritual needs of the nation. They promise a day when the
kinds of attitudes and behaviours that have brought the nation
to this dark day will be radically changed.”
❖
Lord God,
Help us to trust you in our own “dark day”
and to trust in your ways rather than in our own.
Amen.

17 Days to Go !
Saturday, 8thDecember
Isaiah 30: 19-26

God’s promise for our future
19

” People of Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you will weep no
more. How gracious he will be when you cry for help! As soon
as he hears, he will answer you. 20Although the Lord gives you
the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your
teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will
see them. 21Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your
ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way;
walk in it.” 22Then you will desecrate your idols overlaid with
silver and your images covered with gold; . . .” 23He will also
send you rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the
food that comes from the land will be rich and plentiful.
Yesterday we saw how God would deal with those who
tried to live by their own cunning. Today we see the results in
those who respond to God – spiritual and moral regeneration
and also material (economic) blessings. God is interested in
all of your life and mine, not just the “holy” bits.
The renewed life with God will accept that God is the
ultimate source of our good and not the idols we “worship”
and trust to give us every good thing. These idols can be
anything: “my” political party; an ideology that excludes God
entirely or simply ignores God; a particular leader (church or
state); anything I try to manipulate (physical, social, and
spiritual world) to my own advantage.
❖
❖
Lord Jesus,
open my eyes and let me see that all things come from you.
Amen.

16 Days to Go !
The Second Sunday in Advent, 9thDecember
Malachi 3: 1-4

Self-assured
1
““I will send my messenger, who
Remember!
will prepare the way before me.
Our Christmas
Then suddenly the Lord you are
Carol Service on
seeking will come to his temple; the
Sunday 16th Dec.
messenger of the covenant, whom
at 19:00 (7 p.m.)
you desire, will come,” says the Lord
Almighty. 2But who can endure the
day of his coming? Who can stand
when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a
launderer’s soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver;
he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver.
Then the Lord will have [people] who will bring offerings in
righteousness, . . . ““
When things around us don’t look too good, it is easy to
long for Jesus to come again and “sort it all out.” We see all
the wrong things around us and feel fairly OK because we
don’t do such bad things. God, however, doesn’t work by
comparative badness – without Jesus and following him we’re
on the wrong side of things. That’s why the cleaning starts
with the priests in the Old Covenant and with us in the Church
in the New. Jesus will come again (as we say in the eucharistic
prayer) and we can rejoice with him in humility not selfsatisfaction.
❖
❖
Lord Jesus,
cleanse your Church and start with me.
Amen.

15 Days to Go !
Monday, 10th December
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11

When God comes
1
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not
need to write to you, 2for you know very well that the day of
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are
saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them
suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will
not escape. 4But you, brothers and sisters, are not in
darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5You
are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not
belong to the night or to the darkness. . . .
11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing.
Here Paul is dealing with apprehension that the followers of
Jesus in Thessalonica have about the “Day of the Lord.” He
has dealt with their concern about Jesus’ Second Coming and
those who have died (will they miss it?) and now allays these
fears too. Knowing the future and human curiosity have led
people all down the ages to speculate about the timing of
Jesus’ return – despite Jesus telling his followers that only the
Father would know. Yes, Jesus will come again. It is not the
when that is important, but the how we live until then. In
Jesus we have salvation and peace and security and are
intended for eternal life with Jesus and not wrath. So, we are
to live as those kinds of people – love one another, build one
another up, and help one another to stand firm in the faith.
❖
Dear Lord,
help me to live every day as if Jesus was about to meet me.
Amen.

14 Days to Go !
Tuesday, 11th December
Luke 21: 29-38

Don’t trust those who claim to know when . . .
“34“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with
carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day
will close on you suddenly like a trap.
35
For it will come on all those who live on
Remember!
the face of the whole earth. 36Be always
Our Christmas
on the watch, and pray that you may be
Carol Service
able to escape all that is about to
on Sunday 16th
happen, and that you may be able to
D ec. at 19:00
stand before the Son of Man.” ” Luke 21
In response to the disciples’ question about the end of all
things, Jesus uses various pictures. First though, Jesus makes
quite clear that nobody knows the time when that will happen,
but that many will claim to have worked it out! Jesus’ advice
is “don’t listen to them!”
We have seen warnings about the end of time which highlight
how unexpectedly or how suddenly it will come. Here the
warning is that we can get so caught up either in the worries
of the world or in trying to work out exactly when Jesus is
coming again, that we forget to live life with Jesus in the hereand-now. Both spring from our desire for control of our world
and neither achieve it. Trust in Jesus and live for him.
❖
❖
f

Dear Lord Jesus,
Help me to trust you so much that I look forward to when you
come again.
Amen.

13 Days to Go !
Wednesday, 12thDecember
2 Thessalonians 1: 1-12

God is just, God can be trusted
5

“All this is evidence that God’s
judgment is right, and as a result you
Remember!
will be counted worthy of the kingdom
Our Christmas
of God, for which you are suffering.
Carol Service
6
God is just: He will pay back trouble to
on Sunday 16th
those who trouble you 7and give relief
at 19:00 (7 p.m.)
to you who are troubled, and to us as
well. This will happen when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing
fire with his powerful angels. 8He will punish those who do not
know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”
“The ‘All this’ above refers to what Paul regards as evidence
that the Thessalonians are indeed part of God’s people. The
evidence is that they have grown and increased in their faith;
they have persevered in very difficult conditions and continued
to trust in God. Persecution and hard times could be seen as
evidence that God is punishing them for their sins. However, as
Paul looks at the situation, he believes the Thessalonian
believers are being attacked by forces hostile to God. So, it is
proof that they are on the right side: the side of God and God
will finally triumph – even if not quickly enough for us.
❖
❖
Lord God,
show me the difference between trials as punishment or
trials as hostile forces attacking my faithfulness.
Amen.

12 Days to Go !
Thursday, 13th December
2 Thessalonians 2: 1-12

Gossip isn’t always “innocent” . . .
1
“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our
being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2not
to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching
allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of
mouth or by letter . . .
9
The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with
how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power
through signs and wonders that serve the lie, 10and all the
ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They
perish because they refused to love the truth and so be
saved.” 2 Thessalonians
Jesus is “the human face of God” and is key to our faith in
God and our relationship with God. So, any false teaching
about Jesus, including about his Second Coming, can
destabilise a person’s faith and that’s why Paul deals with it.
The devil and his forces are the ultimate PR agency for evil.
Paul is clear that lies and deception are their trade mark.
That’s why Christians need to engage their brains and think –
after all, our brains are a gift from God! There is a difference
between preparation for Christ’s return and speculation about
it. One produces growth, the other wastes time.
Remember, no matter what or who or where – in the end,
Jesus wins.
❖
❖

/

Jesus,
remind me that you are coming again – in your time –
so I can wait in peace. Amen.

11 Days to Go !
Friday, 14thDecember
Matthew 11: 16-19

Jesus is coming – so what?
16
“To what can I compare this generation? They are like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:
17
“‘We played the pipe for you,
and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,
and you did not mourn.’
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He
has a demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her
deeds.” Matthew 11
Here Jesus speaks about John’s role in God’s plan (it starts
at v.1). John is the one that the prophet Malachi spoke about:
the one who would prepare for the coming of the Messiah – who
is Jesus. The Messiah coming to Israel is the same as Day of the
Lord; the end of history. However, all of this hinges on how you
see John and Jesus. If you see John as the first prophet that God
has sent in 400 years or so, then it makes sense. If you refuse
this understanding (like childish children petulantly playing in
the marketplace) then John is a very strange presence and Jesus
is a deluded rabbi from the backwaters. If you want to see God
doing things your way, don’t be too surprised if that doesn’t
work out too well, but it won’t change God or Jesus.
❖
❖
Lord God,
may my present preferences not get in the way of your
eternal salvation. Amen.

10 Days to Go !
Saturday, 15thDecember
2 Thessalonians 3: 6-18

How to live because Jesus is coming
Remember!
6
“In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we
Our Christmas
command you, brothers and sisters, to keep
Carol Service
away from every believer who is idle and
tomorrow at
19:00 (7 p.m.)
disruptive and does not live according to the
teaching you received from us. 7For you
yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. . . .
11
We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive.
They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12Such people we
command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down
and earn the food they eat. 13And as for you, brothers and
sisters, never tire of doing what is good.” 2 Thessalonians
Paul’s understanding of how a local church lives is based
on how Jesus lived and, on the fact, that Jesus will come again.
Some have called this “living in the present in the light of the
future.” Down the ages there have been people who have
“known” that Jesus was coming soon (their own secret
knowledge) and so saw no need for working anymore though
they were quite capable of it. We have seen people max out their
credit cards, stop working etc. for “the end is nigh.” This harms
churches, breaks relationships, is contrary to God’s word and
makes Christians look very silly in the eyes of the world.
❖
❖
Lord God,
help me to be busy and not a busybody and to live out a Jesusstyle other-centeredness.
Amen.

Remember!
Our Christmas Carol
Service tonight at
19:00
(7 p.m.)

9 Days to Go !
The Third Sunday in Advent, 16th
December
Zephaniah 3: 14-20

Hope in midst of Judgment?
15
“The Lord has taken away
your punishment,
he has turned back your enemy.
The Lord, the King of Israel, is
with you;
never again will you fear any
harm.
16
On that day
they will say to Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion;
do not let your hands hang
limp.
17
The Lord your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer
rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with
singing.” ”

These verses in
Zephaniah come after
the prophet has pronounced
God’s judgement on Israel’s
sin. They are addressed to
those who have remained
faithful to God and show that
God’s restoring love is
preparing a future for them.
Those who have remained
faithful are those who have
accepted God’s judgment
rather than ignoring it. This is
like the people who hear John
the Baptist’s judgment of their
sins, accept and say “What
should we do then?” (Luke
3:7-18). The goal of judgment
is restoration. That’s why
response (repentance) is so
critical. God does God’s bit,
we need to do ours.

❖
❖
Lord Jesus,
You are God’s ultimate judgment on all sin and
our ultimate hope of new life – let me never stray from you!
Amen.

8 Days to Go !
Monday, 17th December
Luke 22: 39-53

We all have a part to play . . .
39

“Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his
disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to
them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41He
withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down
and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from
me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43An angel from
heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being
in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like
drops of blood falling to the ground.”
What on earth are we doing with a reading that belongs in
Holy Week? The reading only belongs in Holy Week if we
believe that Advent is a time of preparing for Christmas. If we
are preparing for Jesus’ return, then we are part of a much
larger picture and bigger story! God’s intention in the Babe in
the Manger is to save us – i.e. Jesus was born to die for us.
Without this understanding we will be relegated to those who
are feeling all jolly all Advent and know that the most
important thing about Christmas is the turkey.
Jesus played his part in our walk with God – are you playing
yours?
❖
❖
Dear Lord God,
please help me to see that Christmas is part of God’s long
faithfulness down all of history and not an idea for a party.
Amen.

7 Days to Go !
Tuesday, 18thDecember
Jeremiah 23: 5-8

Waiting . . . because God can be trusted
“5“The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
Remember! Bring your whole
and do what is just and right in the land. family to the Children’s
6
Christmas Service at 16:00
In his days Judah will be saved
(4p.m.) on the 24th December ! ! ! !
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:!
The Lord Our Righteous Saviour.” ” . . .Jeremiah 23
Jeremiah is known as the “weeping prophet.” This is not
too surprising when you look at how long it took for the exile,
which he warned about, finally came and how much he
suffered from the false prophets. But it did come and that
meant he was a true prophet (Deuteronomy 18:22) and that he
could be trusted about the return from exile as well – and
about the promise that there would one day be a Righteous
Branch who would be a proper king.
This is important because it shows us that God was
working for our good and our salvation long before Jesus
became a man. In an advertising crazy world, it is so easy to
think Christmas is about being nice and happy. But it isn’t. It’s
about God’s great love which would not be defeated by our sin
but would overcome sin with the sacrificial love of Jesus. If you
think your Christmas preparations take long, look at God’s.
❖
Dear Lord,
may I see Christmas integral to God’s eternal plan and not just
as an excuse for a good time.
Amen.

6 Days to Go !
Wednesday, 19th December
Isaiah 11: 1-9

The nature of the coming King
1

Remember!
Bring your
whole family to
the Children’s
Christmas
Service at
16:00 (4p.m.)
on the 24th
December ! ! ! !

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
3
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5
Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

When Isaiah castigates Israel for deserting the God who
brought her out of slavery into freedom, he still speaks about
God looking after the faithful remnant – those who have
remained steadfast in serving God. The prophet sees God
righting wrongs and returning the world to work the way God
intended it. Goodness will return as seen in justice and
righteousness being done rather than evil. God reigns!
❖
Lord Jesus,
show me your way and give me the strength to stay true to you.
Amen.

Remember! Bring your whole family to the Children’s Christmas Service at
16:00 (4p.m.) on the 24th December ! ! ! !

5 Days to Go !
Thursday, 20thDecember
Luke 1: 5-25

God answers prayers – God’s way
“11 ”Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing
at the right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah saw
him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13But the
angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to call him John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you,
and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he will be
great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or
other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy
Spirit even before he is born. 16He will bring back many of the
people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17And he will go on
before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the
hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.” ” Luke 1
The birth of John the Baptist is no more accidental than that
of Jesus. Both of John’s parents were descended from Aaron –
the priestly line established by God through Moses. Both were
righteous before God for they kept the laws of God and were
blameless, but they were childless. This rings all sorts of bells;
reminding us about God’s work with people who love God and
how God answers prayers – just not always as we might expect.
❖
❖
Dear Lord God,
help me realise that you may be beyond my understanding
Amen.

4 Days to Go !

Remember! Bring your whole family to the Children’s
Christmas Service at 16:00 (4p.m.) on the 24th
December ! ! ! !
Friday, 21stDecember
Revelation 21: 9-21

Joy at God’s promises – fulfilled and to come!

Remember: NO

Evening Service on
Sunday

“ 1“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no
longer any sea. 2I saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them.
They will be his people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God. 4‘He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”
5
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” ” Revelation 21

Here we have the final goal of the Incarnation (“born in flesh”) of
Jesus – All Things Made New! This was/is/remains God’s
purpose from Genesis 3: 15 on. That’s why Advent is best kept as a
season of preparation for this Ultimate Event which ushers in
God’s full rule. Christmas (the Incarnation) is not the beginning of
this work – the prophets were all pointing to it. Christmas is the
beginning of the End Times when the Messiah comes!
❖
Lord God,
give me eyes which can see God’s final victory and recall it every day.
Amen.

3 Days to Go !
Saturday, 22ndDecember
What it’ll be like now – and then
“2But as for me, my feet had almost slipped;
I had nearly lost my foothold.
3
For I envied the arrogant
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
“11They say, “How would God know?
Does the Most High know anything?”
12
This is what the wicked are like—
always free of care, they go on amassing wealth.
13
Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure
and have washed my hands in innocence.
14
All day long I have been afflicted,
and every morning brings new punishments.

Remember: NO
Evening Service
on Sunday

Psalm 73

!

“16When I tried to understand all this,
it troubled me deeply
17
till I entered the sanctuary of God;
then I understood their final destiny.
18
Surely you place them on slippery ground;
you cast them down to ruin.
19
How suddenly are they destroyed,
completely swept away by terrors!” Psalm 73
Who has not felt as the psalmist does? Who has not felt almost
cheated because doing the right and good thing brings no reward
and even seems a big disadvantage at times. UNTIL the final end
is revealed by God – God wins! So do those who belong to Jesus!
❖
Lord of all,
when I get discouraged by evil around me – remind me Jesus reigns.
Amen.

!!

2 Day to Go !
The Fourth Sunday in Advent, 23rdDecember
Micah 5: 2-5a

Remember! Bring your whole family to the
Children's Christmas Service at 16:00
(4p.m.) on the 24th December ! !

Ready to Receive Jesus
“ 2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
3
Therefore Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labour bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
4
He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth
5
And he will be our peace . . .” Micah 5

Micah reminds us that the plan to restore God’s creation
does not start with Jesus, but that Jesus is the culmination of
that plan which finds its fulfilment in Jesus’ return and reign.
God is the beginning and the end.
❖
❖
Lord God,
help me to see that God is always there – in the past, the present,
and the future – and can be trusted to keep God’s word.
Amen.

Remember! Bring your whole
family to the Children’s
Christmas Service at 16:00
(4p.m.) on the 24th December !

Midnight Eucharist at 23:00
(11:00 p.m.) – bring the
family! Bring your friends!

1 Day to Go !
Christmas Eve, Monday 24thDecember
Revelation 22: 12-17, 21

Ready to Receive Jesus
“ 12“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will
give to each person according to what they have done. 13I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the
Beginning and the End.
14
“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may
have the right to the tree of life and may go through the
gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs, those who practice
magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters
and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
16
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for
the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and
the bright Morning Star.”
17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who
hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is thirsty come; and let
the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.
Anyone who has read from Genesis to this point will welcome
these words as the consummation of God’s love and grace
shown to us who live in a world fallen from the glory that God
intended. What joy to see the consummation of God’s desire!
❖
❖
Oh Lord Jesus,
Thank you that your birth confirmed God’s faithfulness and
validates our faith and our expectant waiting for your Return.
Amen.

Christmas Day !
Tuesday, 25th December
Psalm 98

Christmas Services: 07:30 and 09:30
When the Lord comes
1
“Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvellous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2
The Lord has made his salvation known
and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3
He has remembered his love
and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
4

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth,
burst into jubilant song with music;
5
make music to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the sound of singing,
6
with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn —
shout for joy before the Lord, the King.
9b

He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples with equity.” Psalm 98
This is the joy that the people of God experience when God’s
word and promises are vindicated – everything as God
planned it and evil judged and finally removed.
❖
Lord God,
thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
Amen.

2nd Day of Christmas
Wednesday, 26th December
Isaiah 12: 1-6

Joyous Vindication
“3 With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.
4
In that day you will say:
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he has done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.
5
Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.
6
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” Isaiah 12
“3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that
you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” 1 John 1: 3
What Isaiah joyously announces as part of God’s
promised future is celebrated on Israel’s return from exile;
is celebrated by the disciples as they stand amazed at God’s
goodness in the life of Jesus; and is celebrated by the angels
in heaven when God’s final victory is celebrated in the final
chapters of the Book of Revelation.
❖
Lord God Almighty,
Truly
Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again!
Amen.

3rd Day of Christmas
Thursday, 27th December
Colossians 1: 11-20

The Supremacy of the Son of God
15

“The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over
all creation. 16For in him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him. 17He is before all things, and in him
all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the
dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
19
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
20
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through
his blood, shed on the cross. Colossians 1
Christmastide (the period of 12 days of Christmas starting
with the first day of Christmas on the 25th – but you all knew
that!) is a time to savour who Jesus is; the nature of this baby
we see lying in a manger. Our physical eyes see the physical
body, but the eyes of faith see the eternal glory of the Word of
God made flesh!
❖
❖
Lord Jesus,
keep us mindful that even as our friend and brother,
you are still the Saviour of the world, Lord God Almighty.
Amen.

4th Day of Christmas
Friday, 28th December
Matthew 2: 13-18

Fear doesn’t rest
13

“When they [the Magi] had gone, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the
child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I
tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”
14
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night
and left for Egypt, 15where he stayed until the death of Herod.
And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the
Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under,
in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.”
Matthew 2
It is amazing that in life, when something wonderful or really
good has happened, it doesn’t take long before somebody comes
along to destroy it or to belittle it. Herod has reputation for being
paranoid and cruel – both of which characteristics we see
demonstrated here. How is it possible that when God comes up
with something glorious people don’t simply fall over themselves
to share in it? And yet, that is the story of The Fall, the story of
you and me and God in Jesus has reversed the inevitability of
always going contrary to God’s good plans for us.
❖
❖
Dear Lord,
may I love Jesus more than I fear anything in this world.
Amen.

5th Day of Christmas
Saturday, 29th December
Luke 2: 22-35

Faith and Faithfulness meet in Jesus
25

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who
was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Moved by the Spirit,
he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law
required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying:
29

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.” ” Luke 2
In this brief interaction between the earthly family of Jesus
and a man of faith we see the faithfulness of God meet the
faith of someone who trusts in God. This is followed
immediately by a similar act of faith by a devout woman,
Anna. Both simply took God’s promise seriously – you
will see the Messiah. They believed and they saw.
❖
Lord God,
may I not only hear the words of God, but receive them
as I receive the Word of God, Jesus.
Amen.

1st Sunday after Christmas
Sunday, 30thDecember
Luke 2: 41-52

The Gift of Growing in the Knowledge of God
41
“Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the
Festival of the Passover. 42When he was twelve years old,
they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43After
the festival was over, while his parents were returning home,
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were
unaware of it. 44Thinking he was in their company, they
travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him
among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find
him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46After
three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. 47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his
understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him,
they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why
have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been
anxiously searching for you.”
49
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you
know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not
understand what he was saying to them.
51
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in
her heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man.
Little bit by little bit the gospels show us just how special this
child is. As we walk with Jesus, we learn this in our lives too.
❖
Lord Jesus,
may I live as one who has found you to be the All-in-All. Amen.

7th Day of Christmas
Monday, 31st December
Isaiah 62: 10-12

Because of Jesus everything is made New
10

“Pass through, pass through the gates!
Prepare the way for the people.
Build up, build up the highway!
Remove the stones.
Raise a banner for the nations.
11
The Lord has made proclamation
to the ends of the earth:
“Say to Daughter Zion,
‘See, your Saviour comes!
See, his reward is with him,
and his recompense accompanies him.’”
12
They will be called the Holy People,
the Redeemed of the Lord;
and you will be called Sought After,
the City No Longer Deserted.” Isaiah 62
What Isaiah saw in prophecy from afar, started to happen
when Mary gave birth to Jesus. It was the kingdom of God
starting to break into a world in which a rather different
“king” claimed to rule. Jesus would finally defeat that “king”
on the Cross. Isaiah might have seen from afar, but he saw
very clearly that when the Saviour came, everything would
change because of him – everything.
❖
Lord God Almighty,
thank you for making all things new through Jesus.
Help me, please, to give myself fully to it and not to hold back.
Amen.

8th Day of Christmas
Tuesday, 1stJanuary 2019
Luke 2: 15-21

“Jesus” – prayer or swear?
15
“When the angels had left them [the shepherds] and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”
16
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen
him, they spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all
these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had
been told.” Luke 2
The reading seems a bit out of context – shouldn’t it have
come much earlier? Remember, we are being reminded of who
this Jesus is. Being a shepherd was a rough life and one with
many dangers. At the end of a day’s work they would want
nothing more than to sleep. Whatever the angels told the
shepherds, the spectacular way the message was delivered
would have caught their attention – sleep or no sleep. The birth
announcement alone should tell us that this was no ordinary
baby and that there must be more to it – a great deal more.
❖
Almighty God,
please don’t let the stress and strain of daily life steal
the joy of Jesus from my life.
Amen.

9th Day of Christmas
Wednesday, 2ndJanuary 2019
John 1: 19-28

It’s all about Jesus – and always has been!
19

“Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in
Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was.
20
He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not
the Messiah.”
21
They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22
Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take
back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way
for the Lord.’”
24
Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25questioned him,
“Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor
Elijah, nor the Prophet?”
26
“I baptise with water,” John replied, “but among you stands
one you do not know. 27He is the one who comes after me,
the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” ”
John 1
Who wouldn’t mind a bit of fame? Five minutes on prime
time TV or your picture on the front page. But John knows that
life is not finally about me but about Jesus and his job is to bear
witness to Jesus. Are you able to decrease so Jesus can increase?
❖
Oh Lord God,
help me to see my glory is to be the person you made me to be.
Amen.

10th Day of Christmas
Thursday, 3rdJanuary 2019
John 10: 7-17

Who cares?
7
“Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the
gate for the sheep. 8All who have come before me are thieves
and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9I am
the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will
come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only
to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.
11
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the shepherd and
does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming,
he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks
the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep
know me— 15just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father —and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also.
They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock
and one shepherd.” ” John 10
Jesus is clear about his role as Good Shepherd. Israel had a
track record of bad shepherds (bad leaders) but God had
promised them a Shepherd who would care for the flock and
protect it. Protecting the flock could cost the shepherd his life
– it did for Jesus.
❖

e

Dear Lord Jesus,
thank you that you gave your life for me.
Amen.

11th Day of Christmas
Friday, 4thJanuary 2019
Exodus 3: 1-12

The New Heaven and New Earth are God’s work
1
“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-inlaw, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side
of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
2
There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on
fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and
see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
4
When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God
called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5
“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then
he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his
face, because he was afraid to look at God.
God is a God who calls people to service – just as Jesus
calls the disciples (1 John 1: 29-35) and later in his glorified
body calls Saul. This is another aspect of who Jesus is: he is
the One who calls each one of us by name! Of course, some
are a bit hard of hearing and so Jesus calls again, but God so
loves us that Jesus does not stop calling our name. Whether
we listen or not. Love is like that.
❖
Dear Lord,
please grant me ears that hear, eyes that see
a heart that listens, and
feet that obey.
Amen.

12th Day of Christmas
Saturday, 5th January 2019
Romans 15: 7-13

Because of Jesus we live differently
7
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in
order to bring praise to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has
become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so
that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed
9
and, moreover, that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written:
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
I will sing the praises of your name.”
10
Again, it says,
“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”
11
And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
let all the peoples extol him.”
12
And again, Isaiah says,
“The Root of Jesse will spring up,
one who will arise to rule over the nations;
in him the Gentiles will hope.”
13
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15
To Paul it is quite simple: if Jesus has come into your life
(in whatever way Jesus chooses), then the way you live and
relate to others, especially fellow Christians) changes because
you’ve been made new – that’s the power of God!
❖
Dear Lord Jesus,
as you accept me, help me to accept my sisters and brothers in Christ.
Amen.

The Epiphany
Sunday, 6th January 2019
Matthew 2: 1-12

Every knee shall bow; every tongue confess . . .
1
“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time
of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and
asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”
3
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all
Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the
people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them
where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,”…
9

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and
the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until
it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they
saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house,
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
12
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, they returned to their country by another route.”
Matthew 2
The Epiphany of our Lord reminds us that it isn’t enough for
the Lord to reveal God’s glory – it requires our obedience for
us to share in God’s glory. The Magi see the glory and follow.
❖
Dear Lord God,
as we see your Glory in Jesus, help us to follow him all our days.
Amen.

