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Christmas Reminders!
May the Christmas presents remind
you of God's greatest gift
--- His only begotten Son.
May the Christmas candles remind
you of Him who is the
--- Light of the world.
May the Christmas tree remind you of
another tree on which
--- He died for you.
May the Christmas cheer remind you
of Him who said,
--- "Be of good cheer."
May the Christmas feast remind you
of Him who is the
--- Bread of Life.
May the Christmas bells remind you of
the glorious proclamation
--- of His birth.
May the Christmas carols remind you
of His glad tidings which
we proclaim --- to all mankind.
May the Christmas season remind you
in every way of
--- Jesus Christ your King.
~~Author Unknown~~

Everyone loves Christmas. For many people, and not only
children, it is a time of wonder and excitement and joy. It is a
time to celebrate the birth of Christ, and a time of celebration
with family and friends. Christmas is wonderful and, for me at
least, Advent is a time that has become increasingly
meaningful in recent years. Advent, that precious time of
preparation for Christmas, is a time for reflection and preparation even in the midst
of the rush and chaos that too often marks the run up to Christmas.
In the midst of all the hype and hurry Advent reminds us to take time to reflect, to
repent, and to be ready to welcome the arrival of our Lord.
This year at St Luke’s, as in every year, we have enjoyed the season that is
symbolised by the ritual lighting of red candles set in an evergreen wreath. The
wreath represents a perfect circle, the perfection of God, while the four candles
represent the four Sundays of Advent. The fifth (white) candle is lit on Christmas
Day to celebrate the birth of our King.
We are, of course, observing two advents: the first Advent, the birth of Christ 2000
years ago, was prophesied in detail in the Old Testament, particularly in Isaiah
chapter 53. Biblical prophecy, of course, does not describe the future in the same
detail as history does the past. While some Old Testament prophecies predicted the
first event, when God became human and lived among us, some other Old
Testament prophecies (notably Amos 9: 14,15 and Zechariah 9, among others)
predicted the second coming. Most early interpreters of the Bible merged these two
into a single event, causing much confusion, so it was assumed that the Messiah
would be a political or military figure who would lead a worldly kingdom
immediately (Luke 19:11).
While the emphasis at this time of the year is on the birth of Christ and the
celebrations that accompany that wonderful event, the second coming of Christ is
something that we look forward to with equal anticipation. Just as the birth of
Christ gives the world hope of salvation, so his second coming fills us with joy.
This joy rests on the hope that emerges from the realisation that God is in control of
all things. We have hope because God is faithful to the promises and prophecies of
his Word, and we have hope because Jesus fulfilled many of the prophecies of the
Messiah during his birth, life, ministry, death and resurrection.
However, some prophecies about the Messiah have yet to be fulfilled. The second
coming will be to complete these promises. It is in the in the light of the ministry of
Christ that we are able to understand the true purpose of Christ, and the real nature
and relevance of his kingdom.
. . . . continued overleaf
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From David’s Desk . . . . continued
In his first coming, Jesus came to us as a suffering servant. The next time he will come with the armies of heaven at his
side, to judge the world.
Throughout history people have been predicting the date and even the time of the second coming of Jesus. Scripture,
however, makes it abundantly clear that it will come as a great surprise and no one will have any inkling of its arrival.
We are however called to be aware of the signs that it is coming. We are told that it will be preceded by wars, violence
and lawlessness. That rapture will happen, we are told, when people are lovers of themselves, when people love money,
when they become boastful, proud, blasphemous and disobedient to parents (2 Tim 3:5).
We were told that the second Advent will be preceded by drought and famine and by earthquakes and natural
calamities. There will also be disease and epidemics. We don’t need too much imagination to realise that these
conditions are prevalent in the world today. But, at the same time, they have probably always existed to a greater or
lesser extent. What is necessary for us is to be prepared. Since we do not know the hour or the date of Jesus’ return, we
need to live our lives in such a way that we do not fear his judgement.
The challenge for us is to live our lives as Jesus did. This, however, is impossible to do in our own strength, as we all
know. With the Holy Spirit of the risen Lord Jesus in us we can be transformed, and our lives changed, and we will be
filled with joy.
This is the hope of Christmas. As we look at the corrupt world in which we live, instead of feeling despair we should be
filled with hope that Jesus will return and that he will put everything right. Remember, God is in control of all things, God
is faithful to the promises and prophecies in his word, and God loves all those who place their trust in him. Praise the
Lord!
Bridget and I wish you a very happy Christmas and a blessed New Year
David

Farewell to Allan and Linda Williams
The Reverend Allan Williams will, as you all know, be retiring at the end of December, and he and Linda will be moving
to the remote south Atlantic island of St Helena where Allan will be the vicar of an Anglican church.
Allan and Linda have long been an integral part of the life of St Luke’s, and their absence will be keenly felt. They have
been ministering at St Luke’s for 12 years, and for a few years prior to that they were members who worshipped here.
Starting a new life in a faraway place is never easy, and to do so in another country and a different culture makes it
doubly difficult. In addition, not to put too strong an emphasis on it, it is obviously easier to make such moves at an age
younger than retirement! Nevertheless, I know that Allan and Linda are grateful to have found gainful employment at
this stage of their lives, and they are looking forward to the move as a new adventure and an interesting opportunity to
meet new and interesting people in a new and very different setting.
Both Allan and Linda will leave a large gap in the hearts of many people at St Luke’s. Linda, a school teacher, has for
years quietly and diligently looked after the library and the coffee shop, and has volunteered at Press On. Allan is a
much more visible figure. It is probably his sense of humour that will most be missed by members of the congregation.
We can only hope that his quirky sense of humour will be as well appreciated on St Helena as it is at St Luke’s!
Allan and Linda plan to return to South Africa on the completion of the contract in three years time, and to finally retire
on the south coast of Natal. We wish Allan and Linda everything of the best in the new venture.
Allan and Linda, you go with the prayers and good wishes of the whole community of St Luke’s. St Helena’s gain is
definitely our loss, and we pray that you will both be richly blessed in your new life and in your new congregation.
Hamba Kahle, Allan and Linda. You go with our prayers and our love, and our gratitude for what you have meant to us
all these years.
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From the Rose of Sharon Ministries
On behalf of all here at Rose of Sharon and those whom we
serve, we would like to express our most sincere and
heartfelt thanks once again for your generosity and kindness
in providing buckets of groceries. These buckets will be
distributed among destitute and desperately impoverished
people in six provinces in areas where there is little if any
Christian outreach of this nature. We are truly thankful too
for your monetary gift of R10,000-00, which will be used to
top up the buckets gifted by St. Luke's and to fill more
buckets.
This area of Rose of Sharon's annual mission outreach is
geared towards reaching some among that sector of our
people who find themselves in desperate circumstances and
who always respond with deep, often tearful gratitude for
your kindness. These buckets are given out together with the
gospel message in the form of gospel tracts in the applicable
languages and a monetary gift to help tide them over for a
brief period after we leave them. Proverbs 19:17 says that
whoever gives to the poor lends to the Lord and God will
repay for this deed. The bucket ministry is just one of several
vitally important aspects of Rose of Sharon's ministry.
Christmas gift packs that include gospel tracts are
provided for several thousand needy children in Gauteng,
Limpopo, Kwa Zulu Natal and the Cape Province. Easter
eggs are likewise distributed to these children at Easter. 8
needy churches are supported and nurtured by Rose of
Sharon where Bibles have been provided for the
congregations and for the Sunday schools in various
languages. May we take this opportunity to wish all at St
Luke's a truly blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Gavin & Des Campbell
Rose of Sharon Ministries
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Contributions from our Congregation—Bible in a Year (free app)
Near the end of last year, I was told about Nicky Grumble’s app called “Bible in a Year”. What a special way to
have been able to read the Bible in a year (nearly there) and not get stuck and bogged down with the difficult and
violent passages in the Old Testament.
The format is a daily download from the App (any time after the midnight hour). Nicky gives a brief introduction for
the day. Following on the text on the download is a portion of a Psalm or portion of Proverbs, which by touching
on where the reading is typed, the Bible reading portion will come up on the screen. Once read, click the backarrow button on the top left hand side of the screen which returns you to the main page. Nicky will then speak to
the passage, often using Eugene Petersen’s Message translation to elucidate and then closes with a short prayer.
Then The New Testament reading follows… same procedure, and finally The Old Testament reading. At the end his
wife, Pippa, has a short comment called “Pippa Adds”. At the very end is a verse for the day from one of the three
readings.
I have been so blessed this year with this Bible reading help…it’s topical, up to date and
so very relevant. Then if you like to can click on the Audio … the readings are done by
David Suchet (a well-known British actor who played the part of Poirot in Agatha
Christie thrillers for 25 years). An excellent reading voice ….you can find more on
YouTube.
If you may have two devices…a cell phone and a tablet or iPad, you can listen and
follow the text.
So the App is found on Android in Play Store and Apple iTunes.
So get the app downloaded in preparation for a year of wonderful blessing and I must admit the best way of
finishing the task of reading the entire Bible in a year.
Jenny Thornton-Smith

Contributions from our Congregation—The Role of Women in the Bible (1)
This was a presentation by Colleen Davis (one of our own Parishioners)
I was one of the few men who managed or was brave enough to attend as it was for Women – or so I thought
initially.
It was not only very informative and well researched, but an inspiring talk by Colleen on the role of women in the
Bible. Although we sometimes seem to say we know, it was good to be reminded of some of the significant women
in the Old as well as the New Testament and the role God gave them in His dealing with and loving His people, and
how He uses the roles of both men and women to complement each other. It is not us and them but us together –
to build His Church.
We are and have been truly blessed.
I was saddened in some way about how we, males in the Church, have often thought of the women having a lesser
role – Forgive us Lord! If I think of how the nature of the Anglican Church has changed since the ordination of
women, just as one small example, it has enriched us all.
Well, Men of the Parish, I have news for you. Colleen and Janette are planning to host another presentation in
2019, so I encourage you to attend – You will be blessed and encouraged.
John Browne
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Contributions from our Congregation—The Role of Women in the Bible (2)
We live in interesting times. The constant deluge of news can be overwhelming especially when all that is spoken
about seems to contrast with the Christian faith. Of the many conversations, the one most close to me has been
the gender equality conversation – with South Africa being the rape capital of the world and the rise of the women
movement in the US and elsewhere, I have been increasingly asking – what does the Church, more importantly,
what does the word of God say about women, and how should I live out God’s purpose as a woman in the world.
So, around June 2018 I asked Janette, (whose ability to contextualise scripture in Jewish context is a gift to us) and
Colleen (who has a calling to assist women in business) to help us at St Luke to
create a conversation centred on God’s word about the role of women in the
Keep an eye on the
world. This conversation led to a wonderful talk presented by Colleen
(supported by Janette) in November.
Pew Leaflet and website

for dates in April and
What was interesting to note is that God’s wonderful intent in creating a
August for the Next
woman was meant to complement the man – to make life more meaningful and
enjoyable. In marriage, we are shoulder to shoulder and should complement
workshop
each other. God intended man and woman to be different, so that in that
diversity they form “a whole” in our lives. It is because of evil that this diversity
created to achieve good, creates much confusion and hurt in the relationship between men and women.
Colleen covered various aspects, discussing the responsibilities of man and woman during “the Fall”, highlighting
how women were key role players in God’s plan before Jesus’ time and during Jesus’s time and thereafter. What
was most useful in this talk was the context of scripture in the Jewish culture and the extent to which, when
misunderstood leads to mis-interpretation and mis–information.
Fortunately, Collen and Janette have agreed to run the course again in April and August again next year. I would
highly recommend that both men and women attend as it surely will renew your belief that indeed what God has
created is “very good”.
Angela Mhlanga

A Saviour was Born
by Casey Smith

'Twas the very first Christmas, when over the earth,
The angels rejoiced at the sweet Saviour's birth,
The stars filled the night in a brilliant display,
Above their Creator asleep in the hay;
The wise men laid gifts by the trough filled with straw,
Then bowing before Him, they worshiped in awe,
Joseph held Mary in a loving embrace,
As teardrops of joy trickled down her sweet face;
The glow of God's eyes shone from heaven that night,
Adorning His Son with their Glorious Light;
And Jesus, so tiny, lay peacefully still,
How blessed the promises He would fulfill,
That babe in the manger, so helpless and small,
Would lay down His life as atonement for all,
Death would be crushed and the veil, at last, torn,
For unto the world, a Saviour was born.
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Contributions from our Congregation—Our Beloved Country
Like many South Africans we are often reeling with horror, dismay, despair or whatever adjective you may like to
use, as we daily see/hear of all the serious problems in all sectors of our life. Sadly, many too are inadvertently
involved as victims of acts of violence. We see ongoing pockets of blatant racism, discrimination, even hatred and
many areas of un-forgiveness.

Prayer for
South Africa
Thursdays
12 noon—1 pm.
in the Church
All Welcome

Scripture is quite clear about what we need to do. PRAY From 1 Timothy 2:1-3
using the Message, Paul writes “The first thing I want you to do is pray. Pray, every
way you know how, for everyone you know. Pray especially for rulers and their
governments to rule well so we can be quietly about our business of living simply, in
humble contemplation. This is the way our saviour God wants us to live.”
So while most of are praying at home or on our own, may I encourage you to be part
of a regular prayer group dedicated to praying for the Country. No need to remind
you that we have elections next year and much prayer is needed to be directed
toward this important step for our county. There is much power in corporate prayer.

There is a weekly Prayer meeting for South Africa on a Thursday from 12 noon until
1 pm. Consider making the effort (often called in Scripture – “a sacrifice of praise”) to come and pray. If that time is
not at a suitable time for you, then maybe think of finding folk you can pray with at a convenient time.
No special qualifications are needed to pray in a group… all we try to do is to bring the needs as we are led by the
Spirit, to the foot of the Throne of grace, to the foot of the Cross of Jesus and leave them there for Almighty God to
work His mighty work of salvation/change/ His outcome.
A quote which made an impact on me because it vividly describes what we try to do in a prayer meeting, is from
Watchman Nee. He wrote “Our prayers lay the track down which God`s power can come. Like a mighty
locomotive, his power is irresistible, but it cannot reach us without rails”
So let us together “lay down those tracks” into all aspects of our life in this country that God`s power may come
and be manifest. Come and pray.
Jenny Thornton-Smith

Goodbye from Allan
Dear St. Luke’s Family,
We arrived in time for Christmas 2006 and we leave after Christmas 2018. In that time we have shared many
events, courses, and services of various kinds with you all – good, bad, sad, and inspiring. We have tried to be part
of the family as much as we could for that’s how we read the story of the first followers of Jesus in Acts. We have
laughed together and cried and thought and prayed and planned and done – all the things one does together in a
family. Most of all we have shared God’s love together and that has made all the difference.
Linda has learnt much about sandwiches, coffee shopping, books, ironing; Allan about braais, pancakes, palm
crosses, and decorating churches – also not to fall off ladders early in the morning before a service! Our girls have
enjoyed being included in singing for various special occasions and the sense of being loved and included. We have
been loved, cared for, pampered, corrected, and blessed. We have learned through courses, series, seasons, and
personal experience.
All in all, we have lived as members of Jesus’ family here and been in one place for longer than we have ever been
in our married life. Simply put: it has been good – and for that we thank you all so very, very much and bless the
Lord our God!
Allan & Linda
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Contributions from our Congregation— Advent
In his sermon on Advent Sunday David asked us “What does Advent mean to you?” That got me thinking, for I do
love Advent, but why particularly? I think I began to value Advent, living in Israel, in a society that isn’t and doesn’t
claim to be Christian, facing a healthy challenge about the meaning of Christmas and, therefore, of Advent. Sure
the shops, even there, had Santas and Rudolfs and lights and Micky Mouses on sale – but that’s business, just as it
is here. And yes, all over the country Israelis flock to Carol Services and many enjoy invitations to Christian homes,
and year by year believers and non-believers ask: “What is Christmas really about?”
Before I could answer, I had to ask myself: “What is it about? What does it mean to me?” Living in a Christian
home it was always just ‘there’. Part of me, just accepted. Then I began to think about Advent as preparation for
Christ’s coming. Do I get ready for Christmas in the same way that I would get ready to welcome my beloved
family if they were coming to celebrate Christmas in South Africa? Am I that excited?
Living in Israel, I began to find my own way of celebrating Advent before the Christmas rush of community events.
My first Christmas in Tel Aviv, my job was to man 17 paraffin stoves as we prepared a full Christmas meal for 73
people! So, what is Christmas about? Yes, it is about Jesus and it became important to me to find my own oasis
time of quiet and preparation during Advent – using the candles at home to focus on my own little daily oasis with
and for Jesus. And often, late in the evening, in the midst of it all, taking peace, light and a quiet heart to bed,
allowing for a better wake-up to a new and busy day.
I think I was helped by spending time with German friends, who have a special way of celebrating Advent, and the
singing group I could join in Jerusalem, giving concerts of Advent music in the
German Lutheran and Scottish Presbyterian churches.
Years later, here in Johannesburg, I found a treasure on Duncan Crombie’s book
table at St. Luke’s “Living the Christian year – Time to Inhabit the Story of God” by
Bobby Gross. The main thrust of the book is his experience of the Christian year: a
telling the story of God and the world (for we are part of a larger story), God’s story
in Christ, blessing for the world. The liturgical year is rooted in the cycle of the feasts
of the Lord given to Israel (Lev 23). God calls them his appointed festivals, with
special ceremonial customs, visual aids, fun, joy and enjoyment – and of course
food! These feasts took the people through the year, increasing their knowledge of
God, his character and his plans for them and the world (Jer 29:11, John 3:16). As we
follow the year and the promises the coming, life and ministry, death and
resurrection of Jesus, we are drawn into history as His Story, going deeper each year as the cycle comes round
again – looking back to fulfilment, living in today and looking forward to his return with all that that means. Allow
the Advent candles to speak. They point us to the various ‘advents’ of Jesus: his first coming, his coming back in
resurrection, his coming in the gift of the Holy Spirit, and his ultimate and final coming to judge and rule. Advent,
Christmas, Easter, Pentecost and (final) harvest. “Come Lord Jesus”!
Can we celebrate Advent in a way that will reclaim Christmas?
“Living the Christian year beckons us to dwell richly in the story that holds time together
and as we do so to practice the communion that holds God’s people together in grace
across time and around the globe.”
Mark Labberton – in his commendation of Bobby Gross’s book
Books you might want to read:
Bobby Gross - Living the Christian year
Max Lucado - When God's story becomes your story
Janette
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Contributions from our Congregation—Where in the world are they off to?
St. Helena Island lies in the South Atlantic Ocean midway
between Africa and South America. It is known as a
British Overseas Territory and is included with Ascension
Island to the north and Tristan da Cunha to the south.
This volcanic island covers about 122 square kilometres
(16km x 8km) making it one of the world’s smallest
inhabited islands. The resident population of 4500 are
known as ‘Saints’. The island was discovered in 1502 by
the Portuguese.
Until 2016 when the airport opened, the only means of
travel to St. Helena was the Royal Mail Ship St. Helena
which visited the island about 30 times a year. Now
there is a weekly flight on a Saturday.
While there are Roman Catholics, Baptists, New
Apostolics, the Salvation Army, Bahá'í and a growing
number of Jehovah’s Witnesses, most residents on the island are Anglican (83.2%). Bishop Dale Bowers, enthroned
on 11 November 2018, is the second ‘Saint’ to be elected Bishop of St. Helena. The diocese is part of the Anglican
Church of Southern Africa.
There are four parishes and eleven Anglican churches of varying sizes in the Diocese. Ascension is a parish with one
church on its own (700 km NW of St. Helena). The St. Helena churches are scattered across the island. The
Cathedral Parish of St. Paul’s is almost in the centre of the island near Plantation House, home of the Governor of
St. Helena. It is in this churchyard that the infant son of Dinizulu lies buried.
Allan and Linda will be living at Longwood, the third most populous area of the island. The most famous resident of
Longwood was Napoleon who lived at Longwood House for six years until his death. Prosperous Bay Plain where
the airport is situated is part of the district of Longwood which is also home to the only golf course on the island
(where one can spot the national bird, the Wirebird) and the meteorological station. Longwood covers about 33sq
km and has a population of 802.
The Lord has entrusted the parish of St. Matthew to Allan’s care. The parish consists of St. Matthew’s in Hutt’s Gate
with one daughter church, St. Mark’s at Longwood (where Allan and Linda will live) and a congregation at
Levelwood (but no church building).
St. Matthew’s was built in 1862. It was prefabricated in England of
corrugated iron and a wood lining. After 52 years it succumbed to the
elements. Stone walls were erected about 4 feet outside the existing
church and the old corrugated iron removed after building was complete.
The original roof trusses were re-used. There are beautiful stained glass
windows behind the altar and in the semi-domed apse. The latter are of
St. Matthew and St. Peter and were donated by the 4th Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment stationed on St. Helena to guard the Boer
prisoners. The original brass oil lamps are still hanging but no longer
used. There are two bells in the new belfry erected in 1935. One donated
by some parishioners on 1920, the other a gift from the Cathedral. It is
described as a delightful little church, compact in size and because of its isolation it has a serene air about it. In
June 2017 it was announced that an appeal had been launched to fund £50,000 for vital repairs. The building is
Listed, Grade II.
Close to St. Matthew’s is the site where astronomer, Edmund Halley set up an observatory with a 24-foot-long (7.3
m) aerial telescope in 1676 to study the stars of the Southern Hemisphere. The near-by Halley’s Mount is named
after Halley.
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Where in the world are they off to?
St. Mark’s Longwood started off in 1963 in a building formerly the Magnetic and
Meteorological Observatory which is now the church hall. The foundation stone
of the new church was laid in 1973. The new building (pictured) has been
described as “very ordinary, rather like a large barn”.
A few snippets of random information:
Place names on the island are quirky – Deadwood Plain, Bottom Wood, Broad
Bottom, Barren Ground, Half Tree Hollow and Bamboo Hedge to name a few.
Longwood was named after the Great Wood which was destroyed by early
settlers and is now being regrown as part of the Millennium Forest project.
The third most common surname on The Island is ‘Williams’. Because there are so few surnames, most islanders
are known by a nickname such as Chrissie Cutfowl, Eddie Duff, Bootsie, Little Ivy, John Baub.
Saints are known for their friendliness. Everyone waves at and greets each other, even when in passing cars; ‘hoot
and wave’ is the practice on the narrow roads.
We hope that Allan and Linda will enjoy their time in this fascinating place. Perhaps a visit to ‘Pub Paradise’ at
Longwood or ‘Godfather’s Rock Club’ at Half Tree Hollow can be organised for some rock n roll!
Rob & Glynis Steer
Bibliography:
Cannan, Edward. Churches of the South Atlantic Islands, 1502-1991.Oswestry: Anthony Nelson, 1992

Contributions from our Congregation—Izingane Learning Extra Lessons
I had my own nursery school for 17 years until September 2017, but unfortunately I had to close down as I was not
getting any new children. After 5 months of looking for work I heard that Sharon Kruger from Izingane Learning
Extra Lessons was looking for more people to help, and I started working with her in February 2018. Apart from
Sharon & myself, Nancy Frick, Michael Wyngaard and Daphne were the main helpers. The emphasis has been on
helping them with maths and English. There were 25 children attending regularly, mostly from Orchards Primary
School. Sharon had been visiting Orchards and meeting with the principal on a regular basis.
Due to the large number of children we decided to restructure the lessons into manageable groups and instead of
children coming every day, they were put into groups and attended lessons twice a week from Monday to
Thursday.
In the middle of the year our numbers dropped to 10 children coming regularly because of transport and other
problems but by the middle of October our numbers rose to
17, with children from Orchards Primary, Norwood and
Orange Grove Primary Schools attending.
Most of the children improved their maths marks, with some
getting certificates and trophies for mathematics, life skills and
reading at their prize giving.
We had our end of year party on 29 November – pizzas and
cooldrinks enjoyed by all, with each child taking home a small
gift.
I so enjoyed this time of teaching and being with these
children, and hope I can continue helping in this way next year. Please pray for the children to continue improving
in their school work and that they will come to know Jesus as their saviour.
Carol-Ann Lock
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Healing Services

Testimonies from the Healing Services

The recent Healing Services were a wonderful blessing.
We are very grateful to God and to all those who were
involved - and who gave so freely of their time both in
preparation and in ministry. Approximately 100 people
received prayer.



What a wonderful service. I felt God’s love washing
over me



The most miraculous answer to prayer! My brother
was told that the wound from a very big back
operation was suppurating and infected. The large
cuts on either side of the spine were re-opened the
day after we prayed for there to be no infection and no infection was found! Praise God!



I received prayer that test results would come back
clear – which they did and no surgical procedure is
required. I am quite stunned and very thankful and
grateful.



Not only did my son not lose his job in a
retrenchment but he was declared totally secure
and complimented on his great work.



Such a special cleansing service. I was so blessed



My pain and especially my foot pain has eased so
dramatically that I am scared to even acknowledge
how much better they feel!



God’s Spirit was clearly present and moving in very
special ways.



I hope we will be having more services like this – I
felt so loved

If you were touched by God in a special way – either as
a result of prayer or by the Spirit who was moving
amongst us – then please let Shirley have a brief note
of it. No names or specific details are necessary, merely
a description of the blessing. It will be a great
encouragement to everyone and an honour to our
Lord.
What a wonderful God we serve. He prompts us to
arrange such a service so that He can more readily
bless us!

Prayer Ministry Workshop
Prayer Ministry is an important part of the life and
ministry of St Luke’s Church. The fact that nearly 100
people asked for prayer at the recent Healing Services
shows the need that exists. In addition to the regular
Prayer Ministry offered after the services and at the
Evenings of Refreshing there will be four Sundays set
aside in 2019 for Healing Services.
Praying for people is a great privilege. There are certain
standards and guidelines that need to be observed to
ensure that the ministry is a blessing and not unhelpful
in any way. To facilitate this and to make it possible for
more people to join the ministry there will be a Training
Workshop on Saturday 26 January 2019. It will be held
in the Lighthouse Hall from 09h00 to 12h00.
All who are already part of this ministry on Sundays and
at the Evenings of Refreshing are asked to make every
effort to attend. Anyone who wants to join or consider
joining in the ministry will be very welcome.
The programme will include a review of our guidelines
and principles, feedback and suggestions from prayer
ministers, the do’s and don’ts of the ministry, listening
to God and words of knowledge, dealing with difficult
issues, preparation for the ministry and receiving
ministry oneself. It will be facilitated by Jerry Bailey and
Chris Viljoen.
Please let Shirley or Helen in the office know if you are
able to attend.

Personal Prayer Ministry
Do you find yourself praying for the same personal
need over and over again? If so, it is possible that the
true need may not have been identified.
Discerning a hidden issue and specific prayer to bring
complete and holistic healing may require special
intervention; one in which the Holy Spirit is called
upon for His discernment and leading. This is usually
not possible at an Evening of Refreshing or Healing
Service as more time is needed.
If you think you are facing this situation and would like
help with it, please contact the office and ask for the
contact details of Margie Southey and Jerry Bailey.

Prayer Ministry Workshop
Saturday 26 January 2019
09h00 – 12h00
Lighthouse Hall
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It’s Christmas!—From Jordz
There is no doubt that Christmas is my favorite time of the year. Growing up I could
not wait, I would see all the presents under the tree and get so excited that I simply
could not sleep. I would convince my brother to stay awake with me and we would
sneak into the lounge and take a sneak-peek at what we would be getting as
presents the following morning. I can still remember that joy and excitement as I
would open a present carefully and then have this moment of sheer excitement as I
saw what I would consider to be the best present ever.
The following morning, however, was something of a letdown - all the hype and
excitement had gone, I would open my present already knowing what it was;
looking back, you could probably say that my joy was stolen. I was not as excited
about the present as I had been the night before. A mere few hours had passed, and
the sense of awe and excitement had been replaced with disappointment. My mom soon caught onto what I was doing and
then presents would just be wrapped boxes or get hidden in the cupboard so that I could not do my midnight reconnaissance
anymore.
This memory has got me thinking of how at this time of the year many people seem to have their joy stolen for a
myriad of different reasons. However, when we truly think about it there is a reason for us to rejoice and celebrate
no matter what we are going through. “Born unto us this day a Savior, gifted from heaven to a manger” this is a
line from a song (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qf6OoAZbAQg). Yes it is Christmas and if you are anything
like me you may like presents a lot – and the good news is that we have been given the best Christmas present of
all. We have been given a Saviour. So no matter what is happening or where you are, you can rest assured that we
are blessed and hopefully you will be sharing this message of hope with any young people that you come in to
contact with….
So lift up your voice and sing out His praise
It's Christmas
Born is the King rejoice in the day
It's Christmas
Make a joyful sound
It's Christmas
Let His praise resound
It's Christmas
God Bless
Jordz

Some Pics from our Christmas party this year ….
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Events and services NOT to be missed

Dates to Diarise
19 Jan

Parish Consultation

20 Jan

Sunday School opens

26 Jan

Prayer Ministry Workshop
(see note on page 10)

1 Feb

Citchin Cook-up

3 Feb

Vestry Service (08h30)

24 Feb

Healing services (all 3 services)

5 Mar

Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Evening)

6 Mar

Ash Wednesday (06h30 & 19h00)

7 Mar

4 day retreat at St. Benedict's
(ending 11 Mar)

16 Mar

Lenten Quiet Morning

14 Apr

Palm Sunday

21 Apr

Easter Sunday

5 May

Thanksgiving Service

5 May

Encounter with God starts
(6 weeks)

8 May

Holy Spirit Refreshing

Come and enjoy supper, songs and good company; ~
no experience necessary!

30 May

Ascension Day

9 June

Pentecost

Evening of Refreshing

8 Sept

Week of Guided prayer starts

Parish Consultation
Saturday 19 January
All members of St Luke’s are invited to a parish
consultation in the Lighthouse Hall between
09h00 and 12h00 on Saturday 19 January.
Some important decisions regarding the life of the
Parish will be discussed.
This consultation is very important in the life of
St Luke’s. Please make every effort to attend, and
as importantly, please pray for it.

We hope to see you here!

"Citchin Cook Up"
every first Friday of the month unless
otherwise advertised @ 6pm
to cook for the Thursday stew kitchen
Bring: * R120 for stew ingredients
* Liquid refreshment (for you)
* empty 2l containers

Join us and allow the Holy Spirit to
wash you, feed you and refresh you

Home Groups @ St. Luke’s

In the Lighthouse Hall,

We have various Home groups meeting at peoples
homes and at St. Luke’s on weekdays at different
times—a place to get to know fellow parishioners, to
share and study the Bible

Wednesday 8 May @ 7 p.m.

All Welcome!

Encounter with God
in May
Deepen your faith over six weeks by spending
time with a prayer guide each week. For more
information contact the office.
Please call (011-728-7015) to book.
Spaces limited!
Banking Details:

If you are not part of one, but would like to be—
please contact Helen in the Church office.

Mediation services at St. Luke’s
If you are involved in a legal dispute with someone;
if both of you want a win-win solution, and if you
would both prefer not to fight it out in court, then
mediation may be the right way forward for you.
Please contact the Church Office 011-728-7015

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank, Norwood. Branch Code: 004105 Acc 001844067

