
On 1 December this year, Bridget and l celebrated ten years at St Luke’s. 

10 years almost to the day. What a decade. What a community! 

Bridget and I started in Christian ministry together when we 

became Sunday school teachers in Weltevreden Park in 1984. It 

was the start of a long and very fulfilling journey with God for 

both of us. 

Giving up a well-paid job nearly 20 years later to follow my 

passion in full-time ministry was not easy for either of us, but a 

calling from God, as some of you know, is not easily resisted. 

When I became a priest in 2003 I thought that I could see a clear path, marked out by 

God. I would run a poor inner-city church and be involved in overseeing two or more 

non-profit organisations. Retirement didn’t feature much in my mind. 

Six years after that, when the Bishop sent us to St Luke’s, we could not have been more surprised. This kind of ministry had 

never appeared on our radar. 

It was however the start of ten of the best years of our life. What a decade! What a community. 

From the outset we were loved and accepted without reservation by this kind and committed community of St Luke’s. Five 

years ago, halfway into our ministry, we found out just how deep this love for us was. Diagnosed with kidney cancer - and 

having a kidney removed just two days later - taught us both so much. And of course, the wonderful community of St Luke’s 

rallied immediately. At short notice, in the middle of the week, Jeanette proposed a prayer meeting that very evening, and no 

less than 70 of the saints turned up to pray.  

From that moment I had no anxiety, no fear, no pain and a complete sense of peace as I was enveloped in God‘s love. That was 

five years ago and I am a cancer survivor thanks to God and thanks to your prayers. 

Both Bridget and I have learned a lot and benefited immensely by our time at St Luke’s. You are a different congregation from 

the one we left behind. In the last 10 years, for example, I haven’t had to conduct the funeral of a gangster with gunshots being 

fired over the gravesite and cars doing wheelies in West Park Cemetery! And I don’t have to spend hours in police stations as I 

did before. But I have had the immense privilege and honour of serving an amazing community, of being allowed in to some of 

the most intimate moments and sacred spaces of people’s lives. One of the great privileges of ministry is being asked to be 

with people when they die, but it is equally such a wondrous joy to officiate at weddings. Most of all, we have really enjoyed 

being part of this vibrant, loving and supportive community. 

I often say that the greatest strength of St Luke’s is it’s sense of community. This is without the doubt the cause of its success.  

What wonderful people, what an amazing community! 

Both Bridget and I will miss St Luke’s and all of you very much indeed. We leave with a very heavy heart. We are going to miss 

all of you terribly. We cannot thank you enough for all that you have done for us, for your love, for your prayers, for your 

support and for your kindness. 

May God bless you all 

David 

17 December  2019 
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My testimony – by Pauline Why. 

I had a pontine stroke on Friday 11 January 2019, 5 days before my birthday, which 

left me with hardly any movement on my left side. (By God's grace, my mind was not 

damaged - first miracle!)  I could not speak, eat, sit, stand or walk, and my blood 

pressure went up and down like a yo-yo. (By God's mercy, I could still write and 

communicate - second miracle!) 

Today I have recovered most of my body functions. I thank and praise the Lord for 

His healing touch. (This is my third "continuous" miracle.) 

To my husband, Freddy, daughter, Kaitlyn, sister, Doreen, brother, Ronnie, family, 

cousins, friends, and the family of St Luke's, thank you for your love, support and 

prayers. I thank Rev. David, Bridget, Rev. Janette, Mervyn and Trudy for their 

numerous visits while I was at the hospital. To Ros Armstrong, with whom I briefly 

shared a ward at the hospital, thank you for your kindness and encouragement via WhatsApps across the room. 

This verse from Deuteronomy 31:8 ESV was always in my mind, while I was at the hospital:  

“It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be 

dismayed.” 

To God be the glory! 

Thank you from The Rose of Sharon Ministries 

To all our dear friends at St Luke’s, 

It is with hearts filled with gratitude that we wish to express our most sincere 

thanks to you all for the many years of generous and faithful support that has 

been given to The Rose of Sharon.  It was with your help that the ministry was 

firmly established way back in the early 1990’s and again with your help the 

“bucket ministry” was initiated.  For the past 27 years, the folks at St Luke’s 

have filled the buckets provided and over these years, thousands of buckets 

have been distributed to destitute old folks and needy families during the 

Christmas period.   

By showing love and the giving of a bucket as well as financial aid, (we give 

R200-00 with every bucket), we are demonstrating the love of Jesus and doing 

this especially at Christmas, reminds us that 

the gift we give is in remembrance of the 

glorious gift God has given us of His son, who died in our place.   

This year, once again buckets are being distributed to the folks in Soweto, 

Kilptown, Paddavlei, and Eldorado Park.  We will also be taking buckets to Kwa 

Lubisi in Kwa Zulu Natal as well as Dovho and Khakhala villages in the Limpopo 

Province.  

So once again many thanks from us all at Rose of Sharon and may you and all 

whom you hold dear know the blessings of the good Lord during this time when 

we remember His birth. 

Much love in Christ  

Gavin and Des 
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How to go to heaven or how the heavens go?  

“Crown him the Lord of years 

The Potentate of time 

Creator of the rolling spheres  

Ineffably sublime”  

From Hymn no 147 HAMNS 

On 24 Nov Prof David Block addressed a packed evening service on the topic of a book that he has 

just released - “ God and Galileo: What a 400 year old letter teaches us about faith and science”. 

David is a world renowned astronomer and one of South Africa’s pre-eminent scientists. The book 

is co-written by Ken Freeman, also a top astronomer from Australia . David reminded us that he, as 

a young Jewish man, actually came to a belief in Christ in the manse of St Luke’s. He feels a strong link to St Luke’s to this 

day.  

David revealed that he has felt led by God to write this book, and that his life has prepared him for this. It is a devastating 

attack upon the dominance of atheism in science today.  To make the Christian argument for an opposing view it is 

essential that the proponents are themselves entirely credible in the scientific world – a hurdle he and Freeman are well 

able to leap.  

So, what is the basic thesis of the book? When Galileo was alive in the late 16th C and early 17th C the frame of reference 

through which the world was seen was controlled by the Catholic Church. It was the time of the Inquisition and there was 

no tolerance for anything but an “earth at the centre of the universe” worldview. The Church owned the truth. Anything 

else was heresy. Galileo begged to differ and was sentenced to effective house arrest for the last 30 years of his life. David 

has visited the house in question. It took 400 years for the Catholic Church, in the form of Pope John Paul 2nd, to apologise 

for suppressing the truth that Galileo exposed. In researching the book David had the privilege of handling original ancient 

scientific manuscripts that are preserved in the vaults of the Vatican archives. Did you know that there are 80 km of archive 

tunnels below the Vatican! 

The frame of reference has now completely shifted to 

what David terms “scientism”. This term captures the total 

removal of God or the supernatural from any explanatory 

story of the creation of the universe. This is atheism 

masquerading as science. These hypotheses are 

untestable, yet reign as the new dogma. Dawkins claims 

that Darwin’s theories explain the origin of life, which they 

clearly do not. But scientism now “owns” the truth, and 

anyone who thinks otherwise is guilty of heresy.  

Consider this - the electromagnetic force field is tuned to 

one in ten to the power 36. If not so finely tuned there 

would be no atoms – they would collapse. The expansion 

of the universe from inception is similarly tuned to one in 

ten to the power 55. If slower we would have collapsed 

under the power of gravity, if faster no stars could have 

formed, thereby creating no carbon, the building block of 

life.  In their determination to remove God from any 

equation Stephen Hawkins (who David has interviewed in 

person) and company have come up with theories such as 

multiverses  - being infinite numbers of universes – to 

hypothesise that at least one of them must have been able 

to fluke such fine tunings as the above examples – in 

conjunction with many more similar equally fine tunings.  

Go figure!    Anthony Still 

“For the beauty of the earth …  

                         we raise our song of praise”  

There is so much beauty around St Luke’s, so much for 

which to praise God.  For instance, the beautiful flower 

arrangements in church Sunday by Sunday cause us to 

praise God and to thank Him for the faithful flower 

ladies who, week by week, express their God-given gifts 

for our blessing and His glory. (They would value some 

new arrangers in the New Year – any offers?)  And, too, 

the gardens – so full of beauty and enjoyed not just by 

the congregation but often by neighbours who love to 

walk through. 

On 2 November a group (mainly the volunteer 

gardeners) gathered with David to bless the gardens.  

What a joy it was to walk all round, stopping at different 

places to read from Scripture and pray with thanks for 

all God’s blessings.  May all who walk through our 

gardens find Him there. 

And as we thank God, may we encourage the flower 

ladies and the gardeners who bless us so.   

    Janette  
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Early in August Jennie Hall was invited by John Browne and Rob Steer to meet with them as they had started 

looking at having a festival morning in October just before our patronal festival to build relationships with an ever 

changing parish population. It seemed that prayer walking would be a perfect preparation for the festival in 

particular but for the parish environment in general. 

But why prayer walking you may ask? Jennie has found the following information useful, which has been gleaned 

from people who use prayer walking fundamentally and she has experienced the power of the Holy Spirit when she 

has applied this in personal ministry. 

Biblical reference: Joshua 6 

What is it?  

 Onsite intercession, walking while praying, praying on site with insight, focusing in on the needs of others as 

you observe them, opening up to see situations or people with God’s eyes and heart 

 We are praying for God’s blessing on the neighbourhood, asking “is there any specific way we can pray for 

you or others?”  

 Ongoing persistent prayer in a specific area expectant of break through 

Why would we do it?  

 Being where the needs are, seeing what the needs are, seeing what God sees, listening to what God says 

 Prepares the way for God’s Holy Spirit to move 

 Becoming more sensitised to promptings of the Holy Spirit in the area 

 Focus is Kingdom and not self 

 Practical way of focused praying for: 

 Homes 

 Families 

 Neighbours 

 Neighbourhood 

 City 

 Mission field 

Purpose of Prayer Walking 

When embarking on a prayer walking initiative think about your area/church, what questions and issues need to be 

tackled if prayer walking is to become a worthwhile activity, gain divine intelligence about an area to enable more 

fruitful and affective prayer, claim ground and change the atmosphere. 

Confront evil where it is known to be in prayer – there should be no “no go” areas for the people of God: 

 Crime ridden areas 

 Drug and alcohol problems 

 Idolatry 

 Prostitution 

 Other harmful practices or places where people are kept in bondage 

Historical influences:  positively or negatively history affects spiritual atmosphere, for example blood being shed. 

Pray about issues that affect the area where you are praying and the personal needs of the people in the area. 

Enjoy being outside and on the move talking to God. Walking while praying with God, with eyes that are opened 

Prayer Walking at St Luke’s 

Continued overleaf ... 
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Prayer Walking at St Luke’s  (continued) 

both physically and spiritually. Persistent prayers of focal points and ploughing the ground, deepens prayer concern 

and awareness of God’s heart for the people in the area. 

We walk with both spiritual and physical awareness. 

Spiritually 

 Walk in God’s presence  

 Invite the Holy Spirit to accompany you, guiding your steps and words 

 Be attentive in the silent moments, the Holy Spirit may bring up something in particular; person/place/area 

 The Holy Spirit speaks to our hearts from our physical eyes; there can also be a glimpse into invisible eternal 

world through spiritual eyes 

 Address God directly when contending with evil or its aftermath, asking God to redeem people as He restrains 

the enemy 

Physically  

 With a prayer partner it can be more focused 

 Audibly for clarity and agreement, unless the Holy Spirit directs quiet praying or even silent praying 

 Only initiate contact that God ordains, He opens the doors of communication, not us 

 Scripture based themes  

 Take prayers along – printed pages or little cards 

 Recite prayers that have been chosen as appropriate for the area 

 God breathed the scriptures, He loves to bless it 

 A new verse to launch each day 

 With purpose  

 Preparation prayer before the prayer walk 

 Pray for the present-hour needs of people and places 

 Sketch a map marking places and homes needing special attention 

 Requesting God’s unfolding purpose  

Journaling 

 Improves the focus on the site of prayer and records the progress 

 Who / what did you pray for?  

 Record your prayers, people and places from your walk 

With all of this is mind, Rob and Jennie started to walk every Tuesday morning at about 9am. We decided that we 

would concentrate on Grant Avenue and the park. John prays with us from home. We have continued to walk and 

have engaged with business owners and people walking or working on the streets. We have felt led to pray for 

people in the park and invite them to the sandwich ministry on Tuesday and the stew kitchen on Thursday. We carry 

around St Luke’s business cards which provide the food service times and also church service times and the address. 

Little by little we are becoming known in the area and people are stopping us to pray with them or to ask more 

about St Luke’s. In sharing a testimony - we were privileged to pray with Geoffrey, the man who was looking after 

the park gardens, and reaffirm his life with Jesus about a month before he tragically died.  

If you’d like to join us you are very welcome.  We will continue to walk on Tuesdays. Please feel free to contact us 

for more information. 

Blessings to you all, Rob, John and Jennie 
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In June 2017, before having a good look at the gardens, I blithely volunteered to show the St. Luke’s gardeners, from time to 

time, what needed their attention. When I realized how extensive the St Luke’s gardens are and how neglected they’d 

become, I was appalled at what I’d done. This was not going to be a matter of removing a few invaders and cutting back a few 

shrubs; the gardens needed a makeover.  

Two questions immediately sprang to mind: 

 Did I have the time? 

 In the current economic climate, should St Luke’s be spending money on the gardens? 

I seriously considered opting out. 

Did I have the time? No. Most definitely not, but I strongly believe in “every member ministry”; that we are all gifted in 

different ways so that together we can work to glorify God. (1 Cor 12: 27-28). It was time to “walk my talk”. 

I believe that every endeavour must begin with prayer, and my Mom (Margaret Dalgleish) kindly agreed to take on that 

ministry. 

The task was way too big for one person (with a day job), so I divided up the gardens into a number of “Garden Areas” and 

gradually recruited a team of “Advisors”: Mom (Margaret Dalgleish) agreed to help with the Indigenous flowerbed at the 

Parish Centre, the Hall Garden and Pots; Pam Durrant took charge of the Garden of Remembrance and the Light House Hall 

Garden; Joan Whittacker volunteered to do the Church Garden; with a little gentle persuasion, Jon Kincaid-Smith agreed to do 

the Robin Crawford Centre Garden; Beth Ferret and Beatrice Barnes-Webb volunteered to do the flowerbed at the Parish 

Office (affectionately renamed the “2Bs’ Garden”) and later the Courtyard Garden; and Jenny Bayne volunteered to do the 

Drinking Fountain Garden and recently the Upper and Lower Parking Areas. I’m the Administrator; I just do the admin and 

receive the accolades, of which there have been many! 

Over the last two years, the Garden Group, with the support of their loved ones, together with the St Luke’s gardeners: 

Meshack Aphane, Jabu Aphane and Jeff Maaba, have transformed our gardens: 

 

 

 

It wasn’t easy. St Luke’s has 

many people with strong 

opinions who frequently don’t 

agree with one another, the 

garden staff didn’t always 

meet the standards expected 

of them, one beautifully 

restored flowerbed was 

desecrated by the plumbers, 

and our gardens needed a 

vast amount of creative 

vision, time, effort and 

perseverance. I think 

everyone in the Group has 

overdone it physically at least 

once. 

Belonging to the Garden 

Group has not only been a 

privilege and a pleasure, but a 

personal growth experience 

too. The Group is very diverse 

in age, interests and 

personality, and from each 

Continued overleaf ... 

St Luke’s Garden Group  

 Before After 
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St Luke’s Garden Group ….. continued 

one I’ve learned different and 

valuable life-lessons. Each 

and every member of the 

Garden Group has become 

very, very dear to me. I’ve 

reaped rewards far in excess 

of the time and effort that 

I’ve put into the endeavour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the current economic climate, should St Luke’s be spending money on the gardens?  

Mankind first fellowshipped with God in the Garden of Eden and throughout the Bible we read of people finding sanctuary in 

gardens where they could commune with God; most significantly the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed for all 

believers (John 17:20-26) and some of the saddest events of His earthly life transpired. God has entrusted St Luke’s with 

extensive gardens that are used by the members of the Church and the community, many of whom live in town houses and 

flats. Our gardens belong to God, and I believe that we have a duty as stewards to maintain and care for them. So, yes, I think 

that we do need to spend some money on maintaining our gardens. 

Nevertheless, we are always mindful of the cash constraints. We have reduced the extent of the gardens where possible. We 

use borehole water and, when we do have to use municipal water, we do so sparingly. Graham Beadle built us some 

composting bins and replaced the compost area fence, Jenny took charge of the composting, and we now produce our own 

compost. The members of the Garden Group have all very generously donated plants, garden tools, their own gardener’s time 

and part of the irrigation system. Members of the congregation have also made donations that we have used carefully. The 

small amount of money that St Luke’s has spent on our gardens has turned out to be an investment that has produced 

magnificent gardens that glorify God! 

At our Garden Blessing on the 2nd November, David asked God to bless our gardens and the people that use them. When you 

spend time in our gardens, may you be richly blessed.      Heather Dalgleish 

Garden Blessing 

Before After   



Page 8 Volume 48 

From The Songs Tell the Story, written by Janet Denison 

Banking Details:   St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,  Branch Code:  051001,  Acc  001844067 

How many wise men saw the baby Jesus? 

It wasn’t three, despite what this song may tell us. 

It may have been as many as twelve, but don’t worry about buying more magi for your nativity scene! 

The actual number of magi isn’t recorded in Scripture. Matthew 2:1 says, “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem.” And nowhere else in 

that passage nor elsewhere in the Bible is the number of magi recorded. 

So why do we assume that there were three wise men?  

Likely due to the three gifts they brought to Jesus: the gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

The story behind the song: 

“We Three Kings” was composed in 1857 and probably has more to do with our thinking than the actual passage of 

Scripture upon which it’s based. In other words, don’t take Christmas carols as Scripture. Rather, just as this devo-

tional attempts, allow these lyrics to point you back to the Scriptures upon which they’re based. 

This Christmas carol is based on Matthew 2:1–12 and describes the magi, a.k.a. the wise men, who traveled from 

the East to find the newborn King. We may think of the “Orient” as Japan or China, but the wise men were probably 

from the part of Asia known as Persia.  

Why do we call these men “wise”?  

The word magi actually meant skilled magician or astrologer. We know these men followed the star, so we believe 

them to be astrologers. But how did they know to follow the star?  

That is a more difficult question to answer. It’s possible that, while the prophet Daniel was held captive in Babylon, 

he might have taught men about the promised Messiah of Israel. Daniel was considered a wise man in one of the 

most educated and advanced cultures of that time. Babylon was the eastern area that would be called Persia, 

which is known as Iran today.  

The distance from Babylon to Bethlehem is 107 miles. The wise men probably lived near that region and traveled 

the long distance by riding camels and walking. The magi were wealthy men, and the gifts they brought were ex-

pensive. They would have brought servants to protect them, and they would have packed food, water, and tents.  

The wise magi knew whom to worship. 

To add another twist to our traditional nativity scenes today, Jesus wasn’t a baby in a manger by the time the magi 

arrived. The Bible uses a different word for “boy” when describing a child under the age of two. The magi might not 

have begun their trip until after Jesus had been born.  

And one more fun fact about those “three” kings is the gifts they brought. Those valuable gifts are probably the 

reason Joseph, a poor man, was able to care for his family when the angel told him they all needed to flee to Egypt.  

When you picture the arrival of the magi, think about all that the arrival meant, especially in the tiny village of 

Bethlehem! Wealthy, knowledgeable men worshipped the newborn king, acknowledging that “thy perfect light” 

had finally come to a dark world.  

A popular saying reads: “Wise men still seek him.”  

How will you be wise today?        Submitted by Mervyn Low 


