
The Wilderness 

Each of us is in a wilderness right now as 

we deal with issues we never have had to 

before. The wilderness it not an easy 

place to be - especially if you feel you are 

on your own. We are not alone, for Jesus 

promised never to leave us or forsake us.  

Each of us has losses to name, grieve, and 

lament in this time – maybe the loss of 

public worship, especially over our sacred 

Eastertide; the relational loss that social 

distancing brings, grief over cancelled 

trips or lost business opportunities. 

Lament has been a lost practice in the 

Church worldwide, but it has a rich and 

important heritage. The practice of 

lamenting isn’t just a path to worship, 

lament IS worship.  

The following are traditionally 

categorised as psalms of communal 

lament: Psalms 44 ,60 ,74, 79, 80, 85, 90. 

Take some time to look at them over the 

week  

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your 

disciples, 

‘I am with you always’. Be with me 

today, as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for 

myself, 

and keep me in your care. 

Lynda 

22 March 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Readings for today 

  

Gospel Matthew 4:1-14 

  

  

From St Patrick’s Breastplate: 

Christ be with me, Christ within me,  

Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me. 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.  

Lynda 

A Collect 
Gracious Father,  
your Son is the source of living water:  
grant that the gift of his Spirit  
may be to us a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life;  
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.  



 

PRAYER FOCUS: 
 

Thanksgivings 

We thank our heavenly Father that science and medical knowledge have advanced to 

the point that we can manage the current COVID-19 crisis very differently to 

previous pandemics.  We also thank God that scientists are already testing vaccines 

(though it will take at least a year before they are generally available) 

 

Our Parish   

As we change our way of being church together, we pray for all those feeling unsettled 

and concerned, that even in the ‘chaos’ they will know your presence holding them. 

Let’s keep Jennifer Gamble and her family the remember David on the anniversary of his 

death  

(23 Mar 2013) 

Please pray for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Natalie Fisher (23 Feb) 

and Nikki Mawson & Freddy Why (28 Feb) - if you have their contact details—why 

not give them a call? 

 

Our Diocese and the Church 

We pray for Bishop Steve (and his wife Liziwe), that he will have a sense of your 

leading, courage to follow and strength as he holds the great variety of Anglicans 

together. 

 

Our Country and World 

We pray for President Cyril Ramaphosa & cabinet, as they lead the country through 

these challenging and confusing times.  Give them wisdom and a deep concern for 

the good of all the people of our country. 

 

JAEI Environmental Prayer Diary: 

Lord, as we struggle to cope with the effects of the coronavirus on the world, help us 

not to lose sight of the many other areas of your creation that need to be treated with 

more loving respect and care. 


