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We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Easter Sunday  

Our Lenten journey brings us to Easter 

– the greatest festival of the church. 

But what an Easter!  No Easter Vigil 

and Service of Light, no sunrise 

service, no 7.30 or 9.30 service.  An 

Easter where the church will be empty 

all day.  An Easter like none before.  

Ever! 

But an Easter where we meet in new 

ways, and worship differently to usual,  

An Easter where the church building is 

empty, but the Church of God, His 

people scattered in their homes but 

united in spirit in His name, his Church 

is full of joy and life and expectation 

and hope. 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  

Hallelujah! 

Ian 

Readings for today 

Reading Jeremiah 31:1-6  

Gospel John 20:1-18  

  

The Easter Collect: 

Lord Jesus Christ 

you transformed the tomb of death  

into the womb of new life: 

make us joyful witnesses of this good 

news  

that all creation may be redeemed,  

restored and reconciled; 

for you live and reign,   

in the unity of the Blessed Trinity, 

one God, in glory everlasting.  

Amen.  
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Easter Love 

 

On Easter we celebrate love, 

love coming down from heaven, 

love blanketing the earth 

in a transforming embrace; 

unique and infinite love, 

giving more than we can imagine 

for us, to cleanse our sin, 

a perfect sacrifice, Lamb of God, 

the walking, talking Word. 

He is teacher, role model, friend, 

this God in human form, 

dying, then rising from the dead, 

proving all who believe 

will also rise 

to have eternal life, with Him, 

Lord of all. 

Oh, Happy, Happy Easter! 

 

 Both poems by Joanna Fuchs  
https://www.poemsource.com/Christian-easter-poems.html 

Easter Joy 

Jesus came to earth, 

To show us how to live, 

How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 

Then He set about His work, 

That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on Himself; 

He made us clean and new. 

He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 

But He chose to pay our price for sin; 

He paid it out of love. 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 

But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 

That fills our hearts with joy. 

Now we know our earthly death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 

We'll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 

Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Saviour; Thank you Lord. 

Help us love like you! 

https://www.poemsource.com/Christian-easter-poems.html


PRAYER FOCUS: 
Thanksgivings 

For the worship groups, parish ministers, readers, priests, secretaries & administrators, 

sound people, prayer warriors, Anglicare counsellors, volunteers for their faithfulness 

especially during lockdown. 

Thanks for the generosity of the rich individuals, not only in our country but throughout 

the world, who have shared their resources and thank you for the camaraderie displayed 

by various governments, organisations, corporations, and fraternities. 

Thank you for the wisdom You have given to those who developed this world’s 

technologies which are keeping us connected when Covid-19 has demanded that we be 

scattered and isolated. Thank you for the audible sounds of the birds, sounds of the waves 

of the ocean, clearer skies and air, and the healing of planet Earth facilitated by the 

belligerent demands of Covid-19. 

Thank you God that IN ALL things, even Covid-19, You STILL work for the good of those 

who love You. 

Our Parish   

We pray for those who are alone, lonely, and those who are both alone and lonely. 

We continue praying for those infected and affected by Covid-19; we thank God for the 

negative results received by Charles. We pray for our parish members who work in the 

industries declared as essential by the President; please keep them and their families safe. 

We pray for Lynda Shimmin on secondment to St. Catherine’s, Bramley for April  

We pray for the sick; all those at home and in hospital; we pray for the elderly in 

retirement facilities, especially those with dementia who are not able to understand why 

they cannot have visitors. 

Pray for the families of Vivienne Tuckey (17 Apr 2015) and Sybille Schamberger (17 Apr 2006), 

as they remember their family members on the anniversaries of their deaths  

Please pray for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Maureen Gibb & Ann Hepple 

(12 Apr), Lorraine Tandy & Michael Nurcombe-Thorne (13 Apr), Normelle Harker (15 Apr), 

Cliff Agar (16 Apr), Trudy Low (18 Apr) and those celebrating their wedding anniversaries: 

David & Jenny Bayne (12 Apr 1969), Carol & Graham Beadle ( 12 Apr 1969), Nelly & 

Hendrick Mahone ( 145 April 2010 and Patti & Glenn Reabow ( 14 Apr 2018) -  if you have 

their contact details—why not give them a call? 

Our Diocese and the Church 

We pray for our Bishop Steve and his wife – We are thankful for his leadership, love, and 

concern for those God has put under his care.  

We pray for our priests: Ian, Jerry, Janette, Chris, and Lynda 

We pray for priests, not only in our diocese but for the universal church, Lord Jesus please keep 

them close to Your heart and bless them abundantly in time and in eternity – especially the 

lonely and desolate priests.  

Our Country and World 

For our President Cyril Ramaphosa and his deputy David Mabuza, our Health Minister Dr. 

Zweli Mkhize and his deputy Dr. Joe Phaahla; their Director General Precious Matsoso and 

her deputies, MMCs’ and MECs for the Department of Health. For other ministers and 

their staff in their respective departments. For the respective leaders of Africa and leaders 

of the world. 

For leaders of the World Health Organisation and the International Monetary Fund – we 

thank God for the harmony and unity between the leaders of these organisations and their 

focus on the right priorities to save lives and livelihoods. 

For Doctors, Nurses, emergency personnel, and those providing supporting services to the 

health industry throughout the world. 

We pray for God’s wisdom, strength, protection, courage, and resilience – not only for our 

leaders but for all humanity. We pray for a vaccine for the virus and we pray for healing for 

the infected. 

For our children as they juggle with new methods of learning, for educators who might be 

feeling helpless because of their inability to reach learners, for parents who are struggling 

with the balance of work, life and home schooling. We pray especially for the children, 

parents, educators who don’t have the resources that God has so graciously given us. God 

Emmanuel - please be with the children who are the heads of their households, please be 

with their siblings, please guide social justice leaders and workers so that they may be a 

vessel of Your provision and defence for these vulnerable children. 

We also pray for those suffering from addiction: may God remove the fears that bind 

them, strengthen them in recovery, assure them of His love, and give them friends to 

support them. 

God Bless Africa and the World, 

Guard our children, guide our leaders. 

And give us peace of mind and healing. 

In Jesus’s Name. Amen 


