
19 April 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Readings for today 

Reading Acts 2:14a, 22-32  

Gospel John 20:19-31 

  

This week’s Collect: 

God of mission, 

you raised Jesus Christ  

as the first born of the dead: 

by your Holy Spirit, empower us  

to witness to him 

so that those who have not yet seen 

may come to believe in him  

who was and is and is to come,   

and who lives and reigns with you 

 and the Holy Spirit,   

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

Prayer during Covid-Virus attack. 

As we celebrate our community’s joy at the sharing of our love for Christ during this 
challenging time, we thank you Lord for holding us together and generating such love via 
the electronic media of our time.  Lord, be with us as we venture further through this 
challenge. 

For all Your Clergy who are leading us in unchartered waters, give them extra support to 
show us our way, that we maintain Your way always. Lord, be with them as they take us 
through this challenge. 

Give Your Church power to proclaim Your Gospel, that all Christian people may be united 
in your truth and love and see solutions as offered by You. Lord, be with Christians the 
world over as we stumble through this challenge. 

We pray for our government, led by Cyril Ramaphosa and his crisis cabinet (National C-V 
command Council), that they may seek wisdom from informed sources, that the medical 
specialists offer their informed knowledge, and that each decision they make is done for 
the better good of the weakest of our society. Lord be with our leaders and the decisions 
they make. 

We pray for those who are frustrated, hungry and lacking shelter who are expected to 
conform to “distancing” rules. Can we find other ways that challenge the more able - to 
bear the burden, Lord? 

We give thanks for all the members of our country who have put their health, families and 
time before their own welfare. May they be eternally blessed, greatly protected and be 
aware of Your Presence always with them.  Lord, thank you for all who step up to their 
calling, beyond the expectations they may have had when they signed-up for their jobs. 

To all service providers, cashiers, packers, cleaners and general workers, convey our thanks 
that they may know of our appreciation for them. Lord, let the humble know that they will 
be rewarded in time to come. 

We pray for the sick, helpless, disabled, lonely, who are separated from their usual 
support. Lord give them peace and comfort each day. 

For our family and friends from whom we have been physically separated at these times 
when they may be happy or sad, for birthdays and anniversaries, for daily communications 
which we take so for granted, Lord show us a way to be united always. 

Please pray for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Sally Matthews (21 Apr), Rea 

Collins (23 Apr), Reneiloe Masemane (25 Apr) and those celebrating their wedding 

anniversaries: Robert & Bobbie Wise (20 Apr 1968), Duncan & Carolyn Lee ( 22 Apr 2006), 

Cliff & Chantelle Agar ( 24 Apr 2005) and Paul & Ingrid Henry (24 Apr 1981) -  if you have 

their contact details—why not give them a call? 

Merciful Father, accept these our prayers for the sake of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ 

Amen 

 

Lyrics from “The Little Church” by Donovan, 

used in the film “Brother Sun and Sister Moon” 

based on the life of St Francis. 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Mpumi Sishi who wrote our 

prayer page last week (Easter), and Rose 

Nourse who wrote it this week. 



Now let us pray (or sing) “The Plea From Africa”  

Give a thought to Africa 
'Neath the burning sun 
There at hosts of weary hearts 
Waiting to be won 

Many lives have passed away 
And in many homes 
There are voices crying out 
To the living God 

Tell the love of Jesus 
By the hills and waters 
God bless Africa 
And her sons and daughters 

Breathe a prayer for Africa 
God the father's love 
Can reach down and bless all hearts 
From his heav'n above 

Oh the lips when moved by Grace 
They so sweetly sing 
Pray for peace in Africa 
To the loving God 

Tell the love of Jesus 
By the hills and waters 
God bless Africa 
And her sons and daughters 
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