
26 April 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Readings for today 

Theme: The Transforming Presence of Jesus  

Reading Acts 2:14a, 22-32  

Gospel Luke 24:13-35  

  

This week’s Collect: 

Risen Christ,  

you revealed yourself to the disciples  

and calmed their fears:  

meet us in our uncertainties  

and walk with us into the new life you 

bring; 

for you live and reign with the Father  

and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.  

“Emmaus” by Dr Stanley Lai 
 
He walked with us 
He walked ahead of us 
Shattered and confused 
Our conversations were so diffused 
 
Yet He was there with us 
Though we knew Him not 
A gentle whisper, with erudition 
to soothe us in search of the  
 succour that eludes 
 
For the loss that we just endured 
His long suffering on the cross, 
The gruesome theatre of death 
The empty tomb where strips 
 of linen lay. 
 
Loath were we to part 
With this stranger so profound 
Come hither to stay with us 
It was Jesus whom we found! 

Chris 

Taken from the Singapore Cathedral online Service  

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Jerry Bailey who wrote our 

prayer page (page 2) this week. 

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) 

John Newton, Chris Tomlin 

 

Amazing grace 

How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 

Was blind, but now I see 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 

 

My chains are gone 

I've been set free 

My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 

Unending love, Amazing grace 

 

The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

My chains are gone . . .  

 

The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God, Who called me here below 

Will be forever mine 

My chains are gone 

 

- - - o o o 0 o o o - - -  

 

Here is love 

William Rees 

 

Here is love, vast as the ocean 

Loving kindness as the flood 

When the Prince of Life, our Ransom 

Shed for us His precious blood 

 

Who His love will not remember? 

Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten 

Throughout Heaven's eternal days 

 

On the mount of crucifixion 

Fountains opened deep and wide 

Through the floodgates of God's mercy 

Flowed a vast and gracious tide 

 

Grace and love, like mighty rivers 

Poured incessant from above 

And Heaven's peace and perfect justice 

Kissed a guilty world in love 

 

- - - o o o 0 o o o - - -  

 

Lift up your heads, O you gates 

Graham Kendrick 

 

Lift up your heads, O you gates 

Swing wide you everlasting doors 

Lift up your heads, O you gates 

Swing wide you everlasting doors 

 

That the King of glory may come in 

That the King of glory may come in 

That the King of glory may come in 

That the King of glory may come in 

 

Up from the dead he ascends 

Through every rank of heavenly power 

Let heaven prepare the highest place 

Throw wide the everlasting doors 

 

With trumpet blast and shouts of joy 

All heaven greets the risen King 

With angel choirs come line the way 

Throw wide the gates and welcome Him 

Worship songs in today’s service 



PRAYER FOCUS:  (Think of making one a special focus each day) 

We Thank You Lord  

       Our Father in Heaven  

 For the glorious weather and the changing colours of the season 

 And the ways in which the wonder of Your creation continues to reveal to us 

Your beauty, majesty, holiness and love  

 That You are not only our Lord and God but our Father who delights in His children 

 For Your transforming forgiveness and glorious redemption revealed in Christ 

 For Your gift to us of Your Holy Spirit making our new life a present reality 

 For our church community and leadership 

 For enabling us to remain in contact and to worship together 

 For the country’s leadership and their decisive action 

 Also for this reminder that we are not self-sufficient but very vulnerable – and that 

every human achievement and structure can collapse very quickly 

 That You alone are our Lord God Almighty and our hope and trust is in You 

We Pray for our Country  

       Your Kingdom Come  

 Lord please bless, protect, guide and enable  

 Our President Cyril Ramaphosa 

 The Minister of Health Dr Zwelini Mkhize 

 The Minister of Finance Tito Mboweni 

 The Minister of Police Bheki Cele 

 All those accountable to them and working with them 

Father we ask Your blessing and protection for 

 All medical, emergency, relief and others working directly with those in need 

 All police and military personnel – and that they would perform their duties 

with integrity and without abuse  

Father we ask Your blessing and provision for 

 The homeless, jobless, destitute, sick and abused 

 All illegal immigrants   

 The people of South Africa that we might keep to the spirit and 

requirements of the lockdown 

 All those facing and living in desperate financial straits 

We pray for Christ’s Church in South Africa 

       Your Will Be Done 

 Holy Spirit we call on You for 

 Wisdom and Discernment for Your leaders – including Archbishop Thabo 

Makgoba, Bishop Steve Moreo, Archdeacon Lynda Shimmin and our Rector 

Ian Stevens 

 Truth and Compassion for Your people – that whilst locked away from all 

that is happening around us we may yet be aware of the terrible suffering, 

pain and anger, and reach out in prayer and in every practical way possible  

 

We pray for our Parish 

       Give us Today our Daily Bread  

 Lord Jesus feed us with Your Word and Will, blessing 

 Ian, Bernice, Jesse and Daniel 

 The Clergy and their families 

 The Wardens and Council 

 The people of St Luke’s – and helping us to care for each other 

 

We pray for all countries and people of the World 

       Deliver us from evil 

 Heavenly and Almighty Father – with whom all things are possible –  

 we cry out to You 

 Lord God Have Mercy   

 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 

way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.( Isaiah 53:6) 

 We have erred, and strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We 

have left undone those things which we ought to have done; And we 

have done those things which we ought not to have done; And there 

is no health in us. (BCP) 

 But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

(Psalm 130:4) 

 Heaven and earth will pass away, but (Your) words will never pass 

away. (Matthew 24:35) 


