
5 April 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Palm Sunday  

Today is Palm Sunday, or The Sunday of 

the Passion. 

We process with palm crosses, and read 

the Passion narrative in the gospel. 

In terms of what we have looked at in 

lent, “Journeying with Jesus”, this week 

we reach our ‘destination’.  For the 

disciples and the crowds, they had now 

arrived.  The King had entered 

Jerusalem, and, as I understand the 

story, they expected him to work some 

dramatic victory and begin to reign. 

But Jesus was clear that his journey 

would continue;  to Golgotha, the grave 

and then to Glory. 

Two millennia later we see this fairly 

clearly, but I wonder how often we 

want to stop our Journey with Jesus at 

the point we think is the end.  However, 

Jesus calls us to keep following, 

ultimately to Glory as well. 

Ian 

Reading for today 

  

Gospel Matthew 21:1-11  

  

A Collect for the week: 
Eternal Father,  

your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ fulfilled  

     your will  

by taking our nature and giving his life for us:  

help us to follow the example of his humility  

by walking in the way of the cross;  

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  

     Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.  

Prayer Lord, we do not understand what is 

going on, 

we do not see where this road leads, 

or when it might end. 

But Lord, 

You are always with us, and you guide us. 

Help us daily to walk in faith  

and not fear the power of any adversary 

knowing that we are safely in Your hands. 

                Amen 

PRAYER FOCUS: 

Thanksgivings 

Thank you for the spots of solidarity we see in our nation, for those who are prepared to work to 

the better good and for all the people of many walks of life who put themselves on the line to 

bring comfort and health to  others. God bless Africa 

Thank you for the privilege of being in lockdown with those whom we love 

Our Parish   

We pray for all who are feeling more lonely and isolated during the lockdown, for those who are 

feeling claustrophobic being ‘trapped’ with people in small spaces for long periods.   

As we pray for all who are infected with the Corona virus, especially for Penny and Charles as 

they manage the isolation imposed by the positive diagnosis, and ask that Charles continues with 

a very mild infection and that others in the house remain without infection. 

We pray for the sick; all those at home and in hospital; we pray for the people in retirement 

facilities, especially those with dementia who are not able to understand why they cannot have 

visitors; and for the lonely, that they will be able to reach out to people online 

RIP Geoff Lowick (28 March 2020), we keep his family in our prayers at this time 

Pray for the families of Sheelagh Bibb (5 Apr 2013), Graham Shimmin (5 Apr 1994), Dudley May  

(6 Apr 2018), John Howse (7 Apr 2010)  and Cheung Sam Mui May (11 Apr 2017) as they remember 

their family members on the anniversaries of their deaths  

Please pray for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Tutty Faber & Peter Hall (5 Apr), 

Jaqueline Banda (7 Apr), Patti Reabow & Dickson Mudede (8 Apr), Mary Ramano (10 Apr), 

Heather Phipson (11 Apr) and those celebrating their wedding anniversaries: Madeleine Pearce & 

Ashley du Plooy ( 6 Apr 2001), James & Cathy Ashton (9 Apr 1994), Paul & Din Hartopp (9 Apr 

1965), Anthony & Sne Ndzabandzaba (9 Apr 2009)-and Grant & Louise Buchanan (10 Apr 2010) if 

you have their contact details—why not give them a call? 

We pray for Lynda Shimmin on secondment to St. Catherine’s, Bramley for April  

Our Diocese and the Church 

We pray for Bishop Steve (and Liziwe) as he carries his concerns for the dioceses in his heart and 

prayers from his home, and thank God for his decisive leading. 

Our Country and World 

Pray that as the national leadership, of government, provinces, industry and society, manage the 

lockdown and its consequences, that they will always have the good of the people foremost in 

their thinking.  May the police and army deal compassionately with those breaking the 

restrictions, helping them to learn and see the need for all holding the line to restrict the spread 

of the illness. 

Ask God to give the ministers responsible for the lockdown wisdom as they manage it. And give 

the police and army compassion as well as firmness as the maintain the lockdown for the good of 

the people. 


