
15 April 2020 

Dear Wonderful Family of St Luke’s, 

 

Time slips silently away as we watch the world and wonder where are headed.  And suddenly almost 

three whole weeks have passed.  The anticipated “end of lockdown” we were planning for and 

working around has now been delayed by (at least) two weeks, and time seems to drag on.  (There 

was a quote doing the rounds on social media, that the days of the week have now been renamed 

Thisday, Thatday, Anotherday . . .  – and sometimes it feels like that.) 

 

Easter 

 

Easter has now come (and gone) – and it felt very little like Easter.  For the past 16 years while at St 

John’s, Easter was always tangled up with the ‘Easter Rugby Festival’ – and so there was never a 

“normal” Anglican Holy Week programme.  As a result, I was looking forward to being able to 

concentrate on only one religion this year; and again do things like a Maundy Thursday service with 

the stripping of the altar and a vigil (without shouting crowds and blaring music). 

 

But it was not to be.  Instead we had one of the strangest Easter celebrations ever. 

 

And it was ‘strangest ever’ not just for me.  There was a comment by a Patriarch in the Russian 

Orthodox Church to the effect that in all the long history of the church, they had always celebrated 

Easter.  Even in the harshest days of the Soviet Union with communism at its height – the church 

was still allowed to hold Easter services.  This year the churches were empty. 

 

Instead, we were rushing around arranging ‘services’ and also learning all the technical skills to put 

the service online so that people could watch and participate from their homes. 

 

A “Three Hour Service” was an hour and a half long, with only 4 songs.  The meditations could, and I 

am sure often were, interspersed with cups of tea.  I had to give the talks to an imagined audience – 

which is quite difficult when one usually assesses the engagement of the listeners and adjusts one’s 

presentation accordingly.  This time – the pews, rather than faces of rugby-playing schoolboys, were 

empty. 

 

And on Easter morning itself – no lighting of the fire, watching the sunrise and enjoying coffee and 

hot-cross buns with friends.  No Easter ‘communion service’.  How different. 

 

And yet Jesus is risen, and God was present – as he always is.  And we worshipped – although in 

ways we never imagined.  We heard the Good News read and reflected on, spent time with music 

and prayer, heard the scriptures read and prayed with lay ministers. It was indeed ‘church unusual’. 

 

A special thanks to all the people that made it possible.  To our readers and pray-ers, our musicians 

and ‘camera operators’ – “Thank You”. 

 

Special thanks must go to Sue Cock who put together the whole Taize service as well as Easter music.  

Then to Shirley who, operating from home, coordinated everything; 



and especially to Courtney Lacy who came to the party when I first asked her and did the filming and 

editing and converting and posting.  (I doubt we would have managed this without her.)   

 

New Ways 

 

In many ways, our experience of church was not unique.  All around the world Christians were 

having very similar experiences.  And it wasn’t only churches – most businesses and organisations 

are also learning new ways of doing things in a situation where one had to keep to one’s home and 

practice social distancing whenever you went out. 

 

It was no longer “business as usual.”  Not for anyone.  On a trip to the shop I came across a very 

inventive man (pictured below) who was keeping his distance, while asking for money. 

 

 
 

A number of people in the parish that I have spoken to have also been engaging with doing things 

differently.  Some. who already had a good online setup, were able to transition quite easily.  Some 

have struggled, like a child in Grade 2 who was coping with online reading, but badly missed the 

‘break time soccer matches’. 

 

WhatsApp Group 

 

In order to help people keep connected, we have set up a parish WhatsApp group, St Luke’s Chat – 

where all the sharing that would happen over tea after services can now take place.  If you are not 

part of the group, you can join it by following this link: 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/JHiNRa5Mik394CTpXJgFXJ  (It may be best to send the link to your cell-

phone and join from there.)  And if you feel you are part of too many groups already and want to 

leave the chat, please feel free to do so – we will definitely not be offended. 

 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/JHiNRa5Mik394CTpXJgFXJ


I hope that Home Groups and Bible Studies have already got similar groups going so that they can all 

stay in touch. 

 

Church Unusual 

 

While we cannot meet, we will continue with our services online.  So, every Sunday at 08h30 (if the 

stretched technology we all use doesn’t give problems) we will upload a service for you to join.  This 

can be done at any time.  And one can redo it a few days later if you feel you’d like a reminder or a 

review. 

 

I will continue with my meandering and disjointed reflections after Midday Prayers each day – the 

Midday Mull on YouTube and Facebook. 

 

Helping 

 

I remind you that if you need help with shopping and the like – please let us know. We have a group 

of individuals who have offered to help with this (and they are currently underutilised).  While many 

may now view a trip to the shops as an adventure to which they look forward, there are probably 

others who, for various reasons, cannot get out and would like help.  Please ask. 

 

Psychological Helps 

 

There is a wonderful joke on social media: 

  

               
 



The crux of much humour is that there is a truth that is portrayed in a different context.  So, while 

one gets the joke, there may be some who can relate quite closely to the situation. 

 

The Lockdown is psychologically taxing.  We are all worried and uncertain about how it will all end.  

There is very little good news to lift our spirits.  All of this leads to anxiety (even if only slightly), and 

this will affect all our relationships.  While one does love one’s family, being ‘locked’ in the same 

house day after day, with no other interpersonal engagement or socialising can cause tensions to 

rise. 

 

So, rather don’t ‘bury the problem’.  Give us a call and chat – a short, safe and confidential 

conversation is able to lighten the situation and enable one to keep going.  So, do call me (Ian: 

082 348 6053) or one of the other clergy (get the relevant number from the office (address that this 

email was sent from).  And if you’d like, we do have a number of counsellors who could also help. 

 

We also attach a second letter from Sue Tinsley to help give a clearer perspective on where you may 

find yourself. 

 

David’s Experience 

 

As I think of what we are all going through I realise how very different our lives are to what they 

were 2 months ago.  (Some person commented:  “My 2020 Planner – biggest waste of money 

ever!”)  How things have changed. 

 

And I think of David in the Old Testament and how many ups and downs his life had.  From a 

shepherd in good family, to a court musician, to a warrior, to a fugitive, back to a palace – and all 

before he became king!  It may be worth reading through 1 and 2 Samuel and noticing all the twists 

and changes that were part of is life.  From a field, to the king’s court, to hiding in a cave. 

 

Yet in it all, David kept trusting in God, and is referred to as “a man after God’s own heart”.  He 

continued to worship and follow God, despite his situation.  He could write the well-known 

23rd Psalm – acknowledging God’s hand on his life in all situations. 

 

This is the God we serve.  He has us in his hand at all times.  He held us in years gone by when all 

seemed wonderful, and he has us in his hand now too.  I pray that we would be ever more aware of 

his presence and grow in his peace.  As Philip Bliss, in the midst of catastrophe, could write: “It is 

well with my soul!” 

 

 

Blessings! 

Ian  


