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Dear Brothers and Sisters  

 

I feel a little like Peter must have felt as Jesus told the disciples that  

“he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and 

the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life” (Matt 

16:21). 

The idea made no sense, and Peter tried to deter him:  

“‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never happen to you!’ (vs 22). 

Only to be told: 

“‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns 

of God, but merely human concerns.’” (vs 23). 

We are not told what Peter thought, but can guess.  I doubt that Peter understood what was going 

on until well after the joyous glory of Easter and inspiration of Pentecost. 

 

The current situation with the coronavirus outbreak makes no sense.  But as people of faith, we 

believe that God is omnipotent, and even if we cannot see, somehow he has worked human hubris 

and ignorance into his perfect plan. 

 

We are called to trust Him and to act with faithful responsibility where we are and with what we 

know.  In this spirit, the bishop and chapter of the diocese have instructed all Anglican churches in 

the diocese to stop all services and other meetings, and to make other arrangements.  While this 

may seem ‘excessive’, a look around the world shows that those countries that acted swiftly and 

decisively have fared far better than those that prevaricated and started with half measures.  Even 

if the government has not (yet) demanded such “radical” action, I believe that the church is called 

to lead in areas of concern, compassion and care.  And the reality is that although the pandemic has 

not yet taken off in South Africa, we have so many vulnerable people and a health care system that 

is already stretched beyond capacity, that we have to do everything possible to attenuate the 

spread. 

 

The parish leadership (clergy, Exco and some council members) met to discuss what our response is 

and how we are going to manage the situation.  We supported the call of the diocese, and although 

our immediate situation may not warrant such radical action, we are acting in compassion for, and 
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solidarity with, the vulnerable and those most at risk.  We recognise that we are all in this together. 

 

We are not alone:  you are probably aware of other churches that are in exactly the same position as 

we are.  (Our neighbours, the Andrew Murray Dutch Reformed Church has also suspended all 

services.) 

 

Our response is still evolving, growing and developing.  No-one has faced anything like this before.  

For the moment we are looking at ways to use technology to help us.  We will be livestreaming 

(“broadcasting”) our service each week using YouTube and Facebook and are discussing the 

possibility for home Bible studies, daily prayers and the like.  (Some of the details are given in the 

attachment.) 

 

In this situation the church could do nothing and let the crisis of the moment overwhelm us.  We 

could also limp along, managing as best we can but just wating for the crisis to pass so that we can 

“get back to normal”.  Or we can creatively re-envision what being the Body of Christ in the 21st 

Century could look like. 

 

At the Vestry Meeting I shared that I thought God was wanting to do something new in the parish – 

though I never imagined that a Covid19 ‘lockdown’ and church online was in the offing.  But maybe 

this is exactly what God was pointing us toward. 

 

It is a little like the church in Jerusalem after Pentecost when the persecution that we read about in 

Acts 8 started.  Suddenly the church was not able to meet in Solomon’s Colonnade as they had all 

along (Acts 5) or in the upstairs room (Acts 1) where they had appointed Matthias, or in house where 

the Holy Spirit came on them (Acts 2).  What they had done all along, and done well, was no longer 

possible.  Instead they were driven from Jerusalem.  A “disaster” of epic proportions for the new 

church!  But we now look back and see how God turned it to good, ensuring that the believers were 

scattered around the world.  Therefore, Philip ended up in Samaria and also met the Ethiopian 

Eunuch.  The believers were taken out of their comfortable existence and forced to go to the rest of 

Judea, to Samaria and on to the ends of the earth.  And the church of Christ grew and flourished. 

 

I pray that God will use this new ‘disastrous’ situation to drive us out of our old, comfortable way of 

doing things and into new ways of being the Church of God in the 21st Century.  It is unsettling and 

uncertain, but knowing that God is in control we can say: “’Here I am Lord, is it I Lord?’  Send me”.   

 

Sisters and brothers, the situation is uncertain, even daunting, but it is an interesting and exciting 

time to be living in.  We will step forward and pray: Mighty God use us, even us, in your ways at this 

time in this uncertainty for Your glory!” 

 

Blessings! 

Ian 
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