
31 May 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Readings for today 

Theme:  Pentecost! 

1st reading Numbers 11:24-30 

2nd reading Acts 2:1-21 

  

This week’s Collect: 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of  

  faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the 

same Spirit distributes them.  There are 

different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  

There are different kinds of working, but in 

all of them and in everyone it is the same 

God at work. 

Now to each one the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given for the common good.”   

(1 Cor 12:4-7) 

 

Paul says that the Spirit works in different 

ways.  (Notice the repeat of the words 

“different” and “same”.) 

 

God has always done different things with 

different people at different times.  Today is 

no different.  Although we think that the 

world is now completely unusual, and all has 

changed (and with the Covid lockdown, it is 

true that none of us has walked this road 

before),  God is still the same and will work 

in ways that are appropriate for this time 

 

Our prayer is that God will pour his Spirit 

into our hearts and lives, giving us the gifts 

we need to do the work in his service each 

day. 

    Ian 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Janette Ross who wrote our 

prayer page (page 2) this week. 

A lovely quote from Corrie Ten Boom:  “the 

wonderful thing about prayer is that you 

leave a world of not being able to do some-

thing and enter God’s realm, where every-

thing is possible and nothing is too big or 

too small”  

Meditate and see more than ever 

before …. 

John 1:3 & Nehemiah 9:6 

“Through God all things were made,...”; with 

the current lockdown it almost seems hard to 

appreciate the beauty we are actually 

surrounded by, but there is evidence that the 

worldwide lockdown has significantly 

decreased the level of air pollution in urban 

areas.  

We are able to see more than we have ever 

been able to see before.  

“... and all their starry hosts,...”  

Take a moment during these cloudless winter 

nights to appreciate the sky the way God 

intended us to. Venus and Mars are visible in 

the evenings and Jupiter, Saturn and Mars 

can be seen in the mornings, try downloading 

a star map and see how many constellations 

you can find. Take out a blanket, lie down on 

the grass and meditate in the glory of the 

universe. After which, perhaps watch Louie 

Giglio, “Indescribable”, Louie paints a 

beautiful picture of the majesty that is God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bQTy2dIsgcM 

24-30 What a wildly wonderful world, God! 

    You made it all, with Wisdom at your side, 

    made earth overflow with your wonderful 

creations. 

Oh, look—the deep, wide sea, 

    brimming with fish past counting, 

    sardines and sharks and salmon. 

Ships plow those waters, 

    and Leviathan, your pet dragon, romps in 

them. 

All the creatures look expectantly to you 

    to give them their meals on time. 

You come, and they gather around; 

    you open your hand and they eat from it. 

If you turned your back, 

    they’d die in a minute— 

Take back your Spirit and they die, 

    revert to original mud; 

Send out your Spirit and they spring to life— 

    the whole countryside in bloom and 

blossom. 

31-32 The glory of God—let it last forever! 

    Let God enjoy his creation! 

He takes one look at earth and triggers an 

earthquake, 

    points a finger at the mountains, and 

volcanoes erupt. 

33-35 Oh, let me sing to God all my life long, 

    sing hymns to my God as long as I live! 

Oh, let my song please him; 

    I’m so pleased to be singing to God. 

But clear the ground of sinners— 

    no more godless men and women! 

O my soul, bless God! 

Psalm 104:25-35 (MSG) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQTy2dIsgcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQTy2dIsgcM


PRAYER FOCUS:   

Heavenly Father, as we come into your presence to remember and celebrate your gift to 

your newly forming church, we hear you say to us, your today church, ‘not by might, nor by 

power, but by my spirit’. 

As we reflect on the Covid-obsessed world around us, we hear you say ‘not by might, nor 

by power, but by my spirit’. 

As we think of ourselves, our fears, our concerns, our loved ones, we hear you say ‘not by 

might, nor by power, but by my spirit’. 

“Oh Lord, our Lord how majestic is your name in all the earth,  

you set your glory above the heavens ….  

When I consider your heavens and the word of your fingers …  

what is man (what are we) that you care –  

and yet you crown us with glory … 

Oh Lord, our Lord how majestic is your name in all the earth (Ps 8) 

Oh Lord, our Lord, our Father in Heaven, how we bless and thank you for the wonderful 

truth that the God of whom the Psalmist sang is our God who loves us and cares for us. 

And again as we reflect on our world, our church, our lives, we hear you say ‘not by might, 

nor by power, but by my spirit’, and, as we open your Word, help us through your Spirit to 

come to the familiar words and find fresh understanding, insight, conviction and peace. As 

we pray for our immediate society and church, our here and now world, we pray for the 

wider world, that so-called ‘global village and its villagers’, a world full of fear and 

uncertainty, of economic stress and financial and social worries, violence against women 

and children, loneliness, frustration and wobbly hope. 

Like the disciples in Jerusalem we have been in waiting mode and on the day of Pentecost, 

when the time was fully come, you sent your Spirit, and today we celebrate that gift and 

promise. Father, you give good gifts to those who ask. Risen and exalted Lord Jesus, you 

promised to be with us always. Be gracious to us on this special day and give us the gift of 

your Holy Spirit in fresh measure that we might be kept from evil and discouragement, 

changed by truth and filled with love to worship you and to serve you in others. 

 Father we pray for our world, your world in which we can see such beauty, such 

pain and such brokenness and we ask for the help of your Holy Spirit to minister in 

it 

 We bring to you the leaders of our country, in church and state  

 We bring to you the media - that they will understand their responsibility 

 We pray for our president Cyril Ramaposa, keep him, Lord, in health and strength and 

close to you. Give him understanding of your will for the country and the courage to 

carry it through. And bless and guide his team of leaders, nationally and in this our 

city. Give them the unity they need to lead us 

 Father God, our police and army need your help, wisdom and patience as they seek to 

fulfil their difficult task. Bless them with true compassion and firmness that is not 

harsh. And help the public, hungry, angry and frustrated to cooperate. 

 We pray for the leaders of the church in all its various groupings, and for the leaders 

of the other faith communities, that the spiritual, social and emotional needs of our 

people will be met. 

 For our parish family, and way beyond it we pray. We hear it said that the church will 

never be the same again - prepare us, Lord, to embrace whatever change the Holy 

Spirit will bring us into, with hope and faith, trusting your love 

 Thank you, Lord, for Ian and Shirley and their families and for all they do to help us 

feel we are still St. Luke’s. Thank you that Ian’s family is with him and for his presence 

on site, and that daily we can come to church with him – in church and garden. Thank 

you for the services and all who have been leading them - thank you Lord for 

technology! And for the constant reminder that we are family, we are one! For 

Meshack and his family too we pray. 

 As we thank you for St. Luke’s, we pray for Val and the Covid Team, sharing food and 

care wrapped in the love of Jesus, and thank you for all whose gifts make this possible. 

 We ask your blessing for those in the St Luke’s family who are ill at this time, Kate 

Metcalf, Carol Beadle, Ian Crowther, Lorraine Tandy, Shirley Long, Michael Panas (who 

had a surgical procedure on Thursday), Rose Nourse (having a knee op tomorrow) and 

all others needing special prayer at this time. We rejoice with those celebrating 

birthdays: Lindiwe Mnguni (2 June), Catherine Low (5 June and Thomas Geffen (6 

June) and ask for your comforting presence for those remembering loved ones no 

longer with us. (if you have their numbers why not give them a call?) 

 As we remember that this is our Father’s world we pray for our community and the 

world-wide body of Christ, for with them too we are family, we are one! 

 

As we go into the days ahead and learn to adjust to the new ‘reality’, we thank you, Lord of 

the Universe and our Father in heaven, that you are the unchanging one whom we love 

worship and trust. 

In Jesus’ name 

Amen 


