
22 April 2020 

 

Covid Letter #5 

 

Dear Wonderful Family of St Luke’s, 

 

Mid way through another week of Covid Lockdown.  As each day dawns, creeps by, and sinks into dusk, I 

have a sense of time dragging.  But then I look at the calendar and am amazed that we are only 9 days away 

from May – time has flown. 

 

And what a strange world this has become!  The Minister of Higher Education reportedly saying this 

academic year may only end in 2021.  How is that possible?  What happens to matrics?  All the sureties of 

past years have evaporated.  As have certain businesses.  Airlines are filing for bankruptcy – hardly surprising 

when no one is flying any more.  And oil at $-37 a barrel – people paying you to take oil!!  (Unfortunately it is 

a futures market ‘glitch’, and no one will be paying us to fill up the car in the near future.)  The economic 

effects of the situation are beginning to take concrete form, with the government announcing last night a 

R 500 bn economic rescue package. 

 

Bible & Economics 

 

It is always dangerous to appeal to the Bible for any kind of economic policy and guidelines (that’s not what 

the Bible is written for).  Though we do need to let it speak into our current situation, and use it to shape our 

ideas and values. 

 

I have been reading through the book of Leviticus as part of my daily devotions.  It is not an easy read, and 

much of what it contains is quite foreign to 21st Century Christian culture as it deals with sacrifices and 

offerings and cleansing and the Levitical priesthood.  But one of the things that struck me was how the 

offerings were mostly voluntary acts of worship, often offered in recognition of God’s goodness and 

provision.  Burnt offerings could be “from the herd”, or “from the flock”, or even an “offering of birds, . .  a 

dove or a young pigeon”(Lev 1:3, 10, 14).  Seemingly one’s offering depended on the resources one had 

available.  But each person was expected to participate in some way – no one was excused or excluded on 

account of their wealth or lack thereof. 

 

As Christians we are no longer bound by the sacrificial system, our Passover has been sacrificed, and we are 

cleansed by the blood of the Lamb.  But giving to God is still part of our worship, not to “buy” or “earn” 

anything from God, but as a physical expression of our giving of our lives to him. 

 

St Luke’s 

 

I have been encouraged by the faithful giving of the people of the parish.  Even though we were looking a 

declining income when the finances were presented to vestry, the consequence of a changing demographic 

in the area, people were still faithful in what they gave. 

 

As the world economy has tripped and fallen as a result of the Covid pandemic, we recognise that there is no 

normal any longer – especially in an economic sense.  This is already impacting our members and many will 



end up struggling.  I am aware of at least one person whose salary has taken a steep drop, and many who 

are self-employed are facing the struggles of no income.  But there are some whose businesses are able to 

continue as they are providing essential services, and some whose salary is continuing to be paid and who 

are faring better.  Those that are able, are continuing with their Dedicated Giving to the parish, while some 

will not be able to.  I would like to encourage those are struggling to see their giving in the same light as we 

see our worship at the moment: we do what we are able to do, not what we cannot do.  God looks at our 

hearts, and wants us to give ourselves to Him.  That is the important giving.  Financial giving will be an 

expression of this dedication when one is able.  As Paul says to the Corinthians: “For if the willingness is 

there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have” 

(1 Cor 8:12). 

 

God also looks at our whole lives, not a single month.  We recognise that life will have ‘seasons’ and times 

when the harvest is thin, and our giving will be too; but that there will also be good years where we are able 

to give much more.  We give in thankfulness for what God has given to us.  (I am probably dipping too deeply 

into a teaching on “giving” – which deserves a sermon series, not a paragraph or two in a general letter.)  I 

do not believe we should be legalistic about giving, rather it is a love response to God.  I cannot see a New 

Testament requisition for a certain amount, rather we are called to respond generously to a generous God. 

 

Many individuals have seen this, and continue to give faithfully and generously to God’s work – for which we 

thank them.  One person has already felt prompted by God to give an additional generous amount at this 

time, as they can see that the needs will increase and more will be asked of the church.  We thank all those 

who generously support God’s work in St Luke’s – financially as well as in prayer and involvement. 

 

Growing Needs 

 

We recognise that as the economy wobbles as badly as it is doing, that the effects on the ground will grow.  

We expect our income may decrease, and the needs of the community will increase.  As a result, Clive 

Beaver has drawn up a revised budget, taking these realities into account.  We are now anticipating a drop in 

income (hopefully not too large) and have set aside and additional amount (about R 200 000) to boost the 

ability of the Mission and Mercy Fund to meet needs.  We are also establishing a special Covid Response 

Fund that people can donate to which will be used to help fund the needs that the parish encounters going 

forward. 

 

A subcommittee of council has been established by council to oversee the church’s response to the needs 

and to augment the Mission and Mercy portfolio in dealing with the crisis. 

 

A Covid Response Team is also being established which will draw together those who are involved in 

Community Outreach projects – such as the Stew Kitchen, Press on, sewing groups etc.  This group will help 

direct the parish involvement in meeting practical needs and will work closely with the neighbouring Andrew 

Murray NGK who are also beginning to respond to the needs. 

 

Incidentally, though the Stew Kitchen is closed since the ‘workers’ are restricted to their homes, we have 

been able to give ‘ePap’ to those in need (through the kind efforts and generosity of Jenny Marcus).  Three 

weeks ago on Thursday we had about 35 people seeking help; on Tuesday 21st there were over 120 – many 

of whom said they could get help nowhere else.  This included a number of people that Meshack, who is still 



on the premises and helps with distribution, says he has not seen at the Stew Kitchen or sandwich hand-out 

before. 

 

Response 

 

So, what can you do? 

 

Firstly, please continue to pray for all those involved.  We need wisdom and compassion.  We need to be 

able to discern what God’s call on us is.  I believe that we are also called not only to feed the poor, but also 

to meet the spiritual and psychological needs of many who are outside the church – I believe that now is the 

time to share the Good News that inspires and comforts us.  Your prayers in all of this are important. 

 

Secondly, if you are able to keep (or increase) supporting the work of the parish through Dedicated Giving, 

please do so.  It is vital.  And if you would like to give an additional amount specifically to help with our 

response to the crisis, please pay it into the parish account (St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,  

Branch Code:  051001, Account #  001844067) and mark the deposit “Covid” and it will be allocated 

accordingly.  Also if you know of people outside the parish who would be prepared to support the work of 

the parish in meeting the needs in the community, please encourage them to donate to our ‘Covid Fund’. 

 

There are a number of other initiatives and funds that have been established, and if you have / are giving in 

this way that is fine.  The important issue is that those in need get helped, not really who does it.  We would 

just advise to make sure that the fund is legitimate and managed by reputable organisation. 

 

Thirdly, if you would like to be involved with the practical ministry to those in need – please let the office 

know and Shirley will pass your name on to the coordinator.  This will not be limited to what we have done 

over the last couple of years, but if you know of other needs, or have an idea that you would like to 

implement, please do offer your gifts and time. 

 

Fourthly, if you are one of the many who have been affected by the crisis, please don’t ‘suffer in silence’.  Let 

us know and we will support where we are able.  The Mission and Mercy Portfolio has an established 

ministry of support, and uses the following principles to guide their funding (from their vestry report): 

 

 We do not encourage ongoing dependency . . .but we prefer once off donations 

 We do not enter into loan arrangements. 

 We try to ensure that beneficiaries take responsibility for the situation confronting them. 

 We keep and audit trail . . . and we try to respond timeously. 

 We prefer to support those from our parish or the connected community with whom we have some 

form of relationship. 

 

So if you need some practical help, do not be shy to ask.  We cannot promise that we will be able to help, 

but each request will be taken seriously and we will offer what we can, where we can.  (And the 

disbursements of the M&M Portfolio are confidential to the Exco – the Rector, Wardens, Treasurer and 

Accountant.) 

 

 



A New Normal 

 

In discussions with various people, I am intrigued by how they see the future unfolding.  The consensus is 

that this will not go on for ever – it will come to an end.  Optimists think within weeks, others guess months, 

the pessimists think we will still be struggling with Covid next year.  I suppose I fall into the middle ground, 

within the next month or two things will settle down and the world’s economy will get going again. 

 

I am certain that we will not go back to what was considered “normal” even 5 months ago.  We will have to 

discover a ‘new normal’.  Hopefully this will include some of what we have learned and discovered over the 

period of the crisis, lessons like the value of human life over financial profits, the value of family and friends 

and being able to meet together; the discovery of new ways of doing old and familiar things; and hopefully a 

new respect for the environment where people have got used to lower pollution levels and using less fuel. 

 

As a church there are some things which we long to do again (such as singing together in the church) and 

some that we will not want to go back to (such as long meetings in cold church offices rather than ‘zooming’ 

from the comfort of our home).  The following picture from a Facebook post says it quite well. 

 

 
 

Keep social distancing, and keep praying.   

 

Blessings! 

Ian 


