
16 May 2020 

 

Covid Letter #8 

 

To the members of the (Anglican) churches in Orchards: 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to 

rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Thus, more or less, Paul begins his letter to the church in Galatia.  The people of God, living in a pagan world.  

More and more often I sense that we are beginning to inhabit a very similar world.  It will be interesting to 

see whether societies having been ‘levelled’ by Covid, will end up more or less ‘religious’.  I suspect many 

people are now praying who may not have prayed for a long time.  But also, many are beginning to question 

why God is doing nothing (actually – why he is not doing what they think he should, especially as they asked 

him nicely, so surely he must . . .) 

 

A Complex God in a Complex World 

 

I have been reading through the book of Numbers in my morning prayer.  The last few days I have read the 

interesting incident (in chapter 22ff) where Balak, king of Moab, summons Balaam son of Beor to come and 

curse the Israelites.  However, Balaam tells the king: “I can’t say whatever I please. I must speak only what 

God puts in my mouth.”  And the God he is referring to is Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

God causes him to bless the Israelites three times, until Balak gives up and sends him off. 

 

I was struck by the fact that there were clearly people who were not members of the people of Israel, but 

who knew and worshipped God.  We see a very similar situation in the interaction between Abraham and 

Melchizedek (in Gen 14). 

 

The Bible tells the story of “a people” as the path is laid for the entrance of God into our world as Jesus, son 

of Mary, Messiah, God with us.  The people of Israel were not the only ‘God fearers’ (which helps explain the 

‘Magi’ in the Nativity story).  These interesting snippets give us a glimpse into the bigger picture of God.  

However, in Jesus we see God clearly (rather than as a tiny snippet).  And as he often asked his opponents 

“have you never read”, he clearly thought that reading the scriptures would help us know God more clearly. 

 

But we must not think that all wisdom is contained within the church.  There is much wisdom without, that 

we would do well to pay attention to, as well as much foolishness within, that we would do well to ignore. 

 

We should follow the wisdom of the medical advisers, no matter what their faith background, as they advise 

us to practise ‘social distancing’ for the moment.  Likewise, for the moment it is right to put on hold the idea 

that we should “greet one another with a holy kiss”, no matter how often Paul may encourage it. 

 

I was struck some years ago by a TV documentary on some ‘over literal’ revivalist churches in America, one 

of which took literally the passage from Mark 16 where Jesus says “they will pick up snakes with their hands” 



and had boxes of rattlesnakes at their services which they would take out and carry about – displaying (in 

their minds) their faith and faithfulness to the Bible.  I thought it significant that they should pick that section 

of the verse, rather than the next which says “when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all”.  

One has a much better chance of surviving an encounter with a rattlesnake (especially if it is well fed and 

cold) than surviving the imbibing of strychnine or arsenic.  (Maybe the ‘poison drinking sect’ all died out at 

their first meeting.) 

 

An uncritical literalism is as dangerous as a liberalism that dismisses scripture.  We pray constantly that we 

may be faithful to God’s revelation in the Scripture, and have his Spirit to guide us into all truth. 

 

Faith in a New World 

 

Now with the eighth letter written in the strange context of the Covid lockdown, we sense the world is not 

the way we thought it would be.  In this ‘strange’ world, we need the common wisdom of science and 

humanity, and the inspiration and guidance of the Spirit of God. 

 

Many of us, I suspect, thought the disruption to the life of the church would last only a few weeks.  Indeed, 

some diocesan clergy at a meeting just before the lockdown was introduced (in mid-March), thought we 

could meet again for worship by Easter.  (And one rather loud, crude and apparently ignorant international 

leader had similar thoughts.)  I, more conservatively, suggested it would last to at least June.  It is beginning 

to look like I may have been optimistic too. 

 

Pentecost is upon us (well 2 weeks away) and it seems unlikely that we will be able to meet then, or in the 

weeks immediately after.  Some have suggested we should be thinking of meeting again around Christmas. 

 

The implication is that we need to begin thinking about what it means to be the church and to live out our 

Christian lives and fulfil the Great Commission while we cannot meet physically.  How do we ‘make disciples’ 

when we cannot gather?  Can we keep ‘meeting together’ in a way that keeps us physically apart?  Does true 

‘fellowship’ require us to be in one another’s presence physically? 

 

There are many challenges to be faced in ways which recognise that we may be living out our Christian lives 

like this for months to come.  But the challenges are also opportunities to discover new ways of doing what 

God has called us to do.  And maybe stop doing some things which no longer work.  It may well be a sudden 

wrench into being a 21st Century Church. 

 

To try to sense what God may be calling us to, and how best to negotiate these opportunities and build his 

Kingdom, a number of council members, clergy and others leaders will be meeting (“online” – these days 

almost goes without saying) to help wrestle with these issues, pray and seek God’s guidance.  Please pray for 

the leadership of the parish that we will be sensitive to the leading of the Spirit and open to hearing the 

voice of God. 

 

Encouragement 

 

At the last Council Meeting Clive Beaver presented the financial figures for April.  I was struck by the fact that 

while our Dedicated Giving had dropped (as we had anticipated), it had not dropped by as much as it might 



have done.  Some churches have seen most of their income disappear, but we have been blessed by the 

faithfulness of our members who have continued to give to God through the church, which enables us to do 

more to guard and grow the Body and minister God’s love to an increasingly needy world. 

 

It is also encouraging to see people giving generously to the Parish Covid Fund – which is being used to help 

provide food to the destitute, blankets to the needy and masks to those at risk.  We have been able to 

provide some support for the ironing ladies who have no other income, to give food hampers to the families 

of some of the parish youth, and are planning to get the stew kitchen going again (possibly as a “soup 

kitchen” for the moment).  As the activities of the Response Committee expand, there will also be more 

opportunities for people to contribute their time and talents to projects we initiate. 

 

Teach and Feed 

 

In the Gospel reports of the feeding of the 5 000 we are told that Jesus “had compassion” on the crowds, so 

he sat down and taught them, and then saw their need and fed them.  We pray for His compassion as we 

look at the world, and find ways to feed the spirits as well as the bodies of all the people around us in this 

mixed up and perplexing world. 

 

Blessings! 

Ian 


