
10 May 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Readings for today 

Theme: Draw closer to Me  

Reading Psalm 31:1-5 

Gospel John 14:1-14 

  

This week’s Collect: 

Eternal God, your Son Jesus Christ 

is the way, the truth and the life for all  

  creation;  

grant us grace to walk in his way,  

rejoice in his truth, and share his risen  

  life;  

who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 
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Psalm 31:1-5—from The Message (Eugene Peterson) 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Jenni Gous who wrote our 

prayer page (page 2) this week. 

Worship songs in today’s service 

All these things, they tell the story 
God is alive, God is alive, God is alive. 
 
When I look down at the cradle 
I see the babe lying there 
When I look out at His life 
I see the love shining through. 
 
When I look up at the cross 
I see my Saviour dying there 
When I look down at the tomb 
I see the stone rolled away. 

 

Who will save our land and people? 
Who can rescue us from wrong? 
We are lost – faint, false and foolish 
We have slighted God too long. 
Save Thy people, Lord our Saviour 
Lead us home from country far 
Holy Fire consume our rancour 
Thy Kingdom come – in Africa. 
   
Make our Land as clean and wholesome 
As the white of sea washed sands 
Stretch our vision, vast and boundless  
As our brown spread dusty lands 
Make our people strong and steadfast 
As the hills that claw our sky 
Hear our prayer for Land and people 
“God bless Africa”, we cry. 
   
We believe God is our Saviour 
Christ enough to heal our land. 
He will use the Church, His servants 
We on earth His stretched out hand 
May His Church in loving service 
Shown to all whose path is rough 
Give a clear united witness 
And proclaim – “Christ is enough” 
 
Christ enough to break all barriers 
Christ enough in peace, in strife 
Christ enough to build our nation 
Christ enough for death, for life 
Christ enough for old and lonely 
Christ enough for those who fall 
Christ enough to save the sin–sick 
Christ enough for one, for all! 

Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, 
Blessed Trinity!  
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns 
Around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Falling down before Thee, 
Who were and are, 
And evermore shall be.  
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see. 
Only Thou art holy; 
There is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, 
In love and purity.  
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 
In earth, and sky, and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, 
Blessed Trinity. 
 
Who were and are, 
And evermore shall be.  
Perfect in power, 
In love and purity.  
God in three Persons, 
Blessed Trinity. 

 

When I look up at the sky 
I see the stars shining there 
When I look up at the tree 
I see the birds singing there. 
 



PRAYER FOCUS:   

Dear Lord we come to you today from within a transitional liminal space where we 

have left business as usual, where the rules and expectations are quite different 

from what we are used to, where we sometimes feel as if we are sleepwalking 

through daily life. But even as we find ourselves facing newness and the unknown, 

we realise that our usual trance-like state is not the only option.  

Our security lies not in this world but in the One who is the same yesterday, today 

and tomorrow and so along with the Psalmist we can confidently say: 

But we trust in you, Lord; 

    we say, “You are our God.” 

Our times are in your hands. 

It is you who makes us more than conquerors in the ebb and flow of life, the 

ascents and the descents, the tears and the fears. 

We pray for the church, that all its leaders are courageous enough to promote 

your standards where there is corruption and injustice. Thank you that despite 

physical distancing we can still ‘do’ church albeit in different ways. Continue to 

bind us together in ways we never thought possible. 

We pray for our world. We know that everything is in Your sovereign control. We 

ask that You keep the coronavirus from spreading. Remind us to follow 

precautions to keep ourselves and others safe. Heal those who are sick, comfort 

those who have lost loved ones. Give us patience with all the rules facing us and 

replace frustration with excitement at changing the status quo and of 

transforming old ways of doing things. 

Provide for those who have lost income, for those who are facing hunger and 

unemployment. May the economy recover quickly once lockdown eases but above 

all Lord may this be an opportunity for people to turn their eyes on you and to find 

you in the midst of despair and hopelessness. God of love, turn our hearts to 

your ways; and give us peace. 

Give government officials the ability to safely handle the situation in which we find 

themselves. God of hope, in these times of change, unite our nation and guide our 

leaders with your wisdom. 

We thank you all for all the essential workers who overnight have become super 

heroes. Thank for all medical staff who literally put their lives on the line for others. 

Strengthen them and refresh them when they become overwhelmed with 

exhaustion. Guide the police and the armed forces as they try to maintain order. 

Bless all shop owners and workers and help us to be gracious in our dealings with 

them. Thank you for our teachers who overnight have developed new ways of 

teaching. Be with all principals and educators as they battle through how to make 

their schools Covid-compliant for the children’s safe return to school. 

Be with each member of St Luke’s and bless them whatever their circumstances.  

Pray for the family of Christopher Duckworth (16 May 2014), as they remember their 

family member on the anniversary of his death 

Please pray for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Shaun Chapman & 

Natalie Lacy(11 May), Gary Fisher & Michael Wyngaard (13 May), Tom Cloete (15 

May), Jennifer Gamble (16 May) and those celebrating their wedding anniversaries: 

Anthony & Liz Still (11 May 1985), -  if you have their contact details— 

why not give them a call? 

Lord God, you hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of your 

great love shine on the waste of our anger and sorrow, and give peace to your 

Church, peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts, in Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

https://www.worldvision.org/clean-water-news-stories/how-to-wash-your-hands

