
24 May 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Readings for today 

Theme: Draw closer to Me  

Reading Acts 17:22-31 

Gospel John 14:15-21 

  

This week’s Collect: 

O God, you reveal yourself in love:  

pour into our hearts such love towards  

  you,  

that we, loving you in all things and  

  above all things,  

may obtain your promises,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

Jesus promises : “I will not leave you 

as orphans; I will come to you” 

(Jn 14:18). 

This is in the context of his promise to 

ask the Father to send “another 

advocate”, the Spirit of truth, who 

will be with us forever. 

An interesting hint of the nature of 

the Trinity – where the Spirit and 

Jesus are both promised to us –they 

would appear to be one, but not the 

same.  Yet more interesting is the 

notion that we will not be left 

desolate and alone, having to make 

our own way in the world.  Indeed, 

Jesus promises that he is “in my 

Father, and you are in me, and I am in 

you”. 

Far from being orphans, we are 

drawn into the deepest fellowship 

with the Godhead – Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. 

    Ian 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Cindy Geffen who wrote 

our prayer page (page 2) this week. 

Worship songs in today’s service 

Praise God for the Body,  
praise God for the Son; 

Praise God for the life  

that binds our hearts in one. 

 

Joy is the food we share; 

love is our home brothers. 

Praise God for the body;  

Shalom, Shalom. 

 

Guard your circle brothers. 

Clasp your hand in hand; 

Satan cannot break 

the bond in which we stand. 

 

Joy is the food we share; ... 

 

Shed your extra clothing, 

keep your baggage light; 

Rough will be the battle. 

Long will be the fight, but 

 

Joy is the food we share; ... 

 

Praise God for the Body,  

praise God for the Son; 

Praise God for the life  

that binds our hearts as one. 

 

Joy is the food we share; ... 

 

- - o o o 0 o o o - - -  
 

I will enter His gates with 

thanksgiving in my heart, 

I will enter His courts with praise. 

I will say this is the day that the Lord 

has made. 

I will rejoice for He has made me glad. 

 

He has made me glad, He has made 

me glad, 

I will rejoice for He has made me glad. 

He has made me glad, He has made 

me glad, 

I will rejoice for He has made me glad. 

 

Light of the World, 
You stepped down into darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore 

You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 

 

So here I am to worship, 

Here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You’re my God: 

And You’re altogether lovely, 

Altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

King of all days, 

Oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above: 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created, 

All for love’s sake became poor. 

 

So here I am to worship, ... 

 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross.  



PRAYER FOCUS:   

Lord, we come to you with grateful hearts. For the fresh crisp mornings and the 

vast blue skies that we are blessed with at this time of year. For the clean air with 

so few cars on our roads.  For the committed leadership of our new rector who 

continues to find ways for us to connect with one another, support one another, 

and grow together through online services, daily encouragement, and corporate 

bible study. We thank you that even in these trying times, perhaps especially in 

these trying times, we continue to be a community defined by love and 

compassion, with many using their time and resources to serve others.  

Lord, as we walk along this unfamiliar road, may we not look on it as an unwanted 

detour which has derailed our plans for our life. Remind us that you are in control, 

and that our lives are in your hands. Enable us to let go of the things we thought 

we knew and the things we expected to do, those things relevant to the former 

life, and make space for the new that you have in store for us. Walk with us along 

our Emmaus Road, teach us to open our hearts and minds to what you would have 

us learn in this season, so that we live open-handed, growing ever closer to you, 

embracing all that you have planned for us. Lord, as we try to slow down and 

listen to your voice. I ask that you lift us out of “survival mode” and infuse us with 

the abundant life of your Holy Spirit. Lord thank you that we can leave the future 

in your hands, and can draw strength from the knowledge that your love for us is 

infinite, and that you have good plans for us, even when it does not feel that way.   

We lift to you those in positions of power in our country, who have the difficult 

task of leading us, and we ask that you fill them with wisdom, clarity of thought, 

and godly purpose. Our president and Ministers. Surround them with those who 

speak truth and bring to light any hidden agendas in order that we may be led 

according to your will. Draw our church leaders close to you Lord, that they may 

hear your voice and follow your leading, so that the church will grow and flourish 

at this time. And we ask for your protection on all health care workers who are on 

the front line and who have loved ones of their own who they are concerned 

about.   

Pray for the families of Leslie Armstrong (17 May 2010), and Barbara Altaras (20 

May 2018), as they remember their family member on the anniversary of their 

deaths 

Please pray for those celebrating their birthdays this week: Ryan Edwards, Gilian 

Fowler & Mpumi Sishi (18 May), Bruce McMurray & Steven Goncalves (19 May), 

Jennie Hall (21 May), Michael Matthews (22 May) and those celebrating their 

wedding anniversaries: Mark & Heather Phipson (20 May 1995), and Mandla  & 

Anna Gugushe (23 May 2015) -  if you have their contact details—why not give them 

a call? 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven 

Hallowed by your name 

Your kingdom come 

Your will be done 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

And deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

Now and for ever 

Amen 


