
6 June 2020 

 

Covid Letter 10 

 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

 

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who 

have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 

to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: 

 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

 

Thus Peter begins his first letter – with a wonderful Trinitarian greeting, especially apposite for the letter on the 

weekend of Trinity Sunday.  And he speaks of the recipients being “scattered”, which has a definite resonance 

at the moment as we spend so much time separated and safe in our homes.  I echo his wish as well – that 

‘grace and peace . . . in abundance’ will fill us.  As we wait and watch and worry, may we know the grace and 

peace that Peter speaks of. 

 

Good Creation 

 

One of the lectionary readings for this Sunday is Genesis 1, the story of the creation.  A reminder of how 

wonderful the world we live in is.  Though, “locked” in our homes we may not notice it at the moment, but I’m 

sure we will have memories of starlit skies, majestic mountains, crashing surf or raging waterfalls.  And most 

are waiting to be able to get away and experience it again. 

 

At the end of the chapter it says “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good” (Gen 1:31).  The idea 

resonates with me, and many others no doubt.  But I then stopped and thought “all” he had made was “very 

good”??  God must have made the Corona Viruses (otherwise there would be a second Creator somewhere).  

How is this “very good”? 

 

It is like Paul writes to the Romans: “we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28).  We can agree to this when things are going 

well.  But we struggle to accept this when things go wrong.  How can this be “good”, when it seems to impact 

my whole life and make everything fall apart?  Is not being able to meet together for worship, not being able to 

fellowship in one another’s homes, not being able to do our work . . . is this “good”?  Is the Corona Virus a 

‘good’ part of creation? 

 

The answer, from the Bible, is clearly “Yes”.  There are no exceptions given in the text.  It says that “all 

creation” is good, and “all things” work together for good.  All.  So our lockdown and the disruption caused and 

the struggles we face – all things – work for good. 

 

If we truly believe this we can face our situation, indeed any situation, with confidence and peace.  Yes, it may 

look bad to the world, and it may be unpleasant and it may leave us poorer, it may involve suffering, but we 

know it is not random and pointless and out of control.  It all works together for good.  God is still in control, so 

I can find peace in the midst of the chaos.  That is why Christians, even in the direst situation, can find joy and 

rejoice.  We can join Paul and Silas in praying and singing hymns to God despite having our feet in stocks and 



being locked in the inner cell of a Philippian jail.  Suddenly the darkness is not dark at all and we can know hope 

when others see only despair. 

 

In God’s hands, all things, all things, are ultimately good. 

 

Planning 

 

Affirming that God is in control and working good for us is not an invitation to foolishness.  Thus as the parish 

adapts to the changing regulations and expectations of Stage 3 lockdown, we are moving cautiously.  The 

Council’s decision to delay meeting in the church was endorsed by the diocesan leadership who agreed that all 

churches in the diocese would need at least another 2 months before we could ‘re-open’ responsibly. 

 

The parish does not want to contribute to the spread of Covid if we can possibly help it.  So a small team are 

looking at what need to do to slowly open up more of our ministries and activities while meeting the 

requirements of government regulations. 

 

To help with this Maria will be coming back to the office in order to help with the Covid relief work we are 

doing.  She will help make sure that what we receive is properly managed and ends up going to those who 

really need help. 

 

The leadership of the Youth ministries are also planning to get youth work going.  The older teens will start 

meeting again at the Police Barracks once the meeting can be Covid Compliant.  And the Sunday School is 

arranging online activities for the moment.  (Unfortunately the support for this, especially among the parents, 

has not been enthusiastic; and we will be looking at ways to increase participation.) If you are a parent of 

Primary School age children (Grades 1 – 5) please let Shirley know so that your children can be added to the 

list. Little Candles parents (age 3- 6) please let Shirley know – it seems that our data that was collected at the 

beginning of the year has been misplaced, so we do not have contact numbers for this age group. 

 

As the virus has not yet been eradicated, and indeed rates of infection will be increasing in the future, we still 

need to be cautious.  The best advice is not fancy (and expensive) decontaminators and the like, but rigorous 

normal hygiene (ie regularly washing hands properly with soap and water), maintaining social distancing and 

making sure that surfaces which are often touched are regularly cleaned (with normal household cleaning 

agents).  These precautions will make a difference in the spread of the corona virus, but will also entail an 

ongoing delay in arranging meetings and opening up the church and starting activities. 

 

Needs 

 

I have been encouraged that members have kept their giving to God’s work in the parish going – which enables 

us to keep ministry going.  Our financial situation is not ‘good’ – but is nowhere near as bad as other churches 

are experiencing.  Your faithfulness is really appreciated. 

 

At the same time, we are aware that some people may have had their income reduced (or even stopped) and 

are no longer able to give as they had promised or would like to.  This is perfectly understandable.  No-one 

foresaw the epidemic, and we have all been taken by surprise and ‘wrong-footed’.  If you cannot continue your 

giving for the moment, please let Clive (or Shirley or myself) know so that we can take it into account as we 

reshape our financial planning for the year. 



 

Also, if you find that you are in a situation of need, please ask.  The church after Pentecost was marked by its 

care for its members, where they would “give to anyone who had need” (Acts 2:45).  If we know who needs 

what we will do what we can to help.  The council has agreed that the Mission and Mercy budget could be used 

for these works of ‘mercy’.  Unfortunately the leadership doesn’t always know what needs there are, so we are 

slow to respond. 

 

Helping 

 

There are many people who would like to help make a difference in some way.  There is a lot that can be done. 

 

For some, a special donation to the parish “Covid Fund” (marked as such and deposited into the parish bank 

account) will increase what we are able to do and the number of people we can help. 

 

For others, a cooked meal donation is an option.  We find that there are some people that need a little help (or 

sometimes a little ‘boost’ through a practical gift of love), and hot meals that can be given to them would be a 

blessing.  (We have had a few requests, but found, like old Mother Hubbard, that the cupboard (or in our case 

the deep freezer) was bare.)  Some meals like pasta, pies, stews, curries etc made for 1, 2 or 4 people (marked 

clearly with what is in the container, and how many it will serve) and given to the office to be kept in the 

freezer would be really helpful. 

 

Other people may want to help feed the homeless.  While the ‘Citchen Cookup’ cannot happen for the 

moment, people can cook up a pot of rich, thick soup (a recipe can be found in the Weekly Bulletin this week) 

in their own kitchen and give it to the office to freeze for Thursdays.  The serving team will add meat and 

tomatoes and water to make it go further, and then give to the hungry, together with bread, fruit and ePap. 

 

Some people may be able to contribute their skills.  As so much of life moves “on-line” at the moment (and for 

the next 2 months at least), we have to develop what is available.  A website and Facebook page were “nice to 

have” in the past, they are now essential.  Our YouTube channel has replaced the beautiful buildings as the 

place where we gather for worship.  So, if you have skills and experience in this area – websites, Facebook, 

YouTube, Twitter, TikTok, Instagram, podcasting etc – and would like to help, please let Shirley at the office 

know. 

 

God of Grace 

 

As I began by quoting Peter, the ending of his letter is also appropriate.  (Except, at the moment, the 

encouragement to greet with a ‘kiss of love’.) 

 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  Cast all your 

anxiety on him because he cares for you. . . .  

 

. . .  And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 

will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessings! 

Ian  


