
29 May 2020 

 

Covid Letter 9 

 

The elder, 

To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 

Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is 

getting along well. 

 

Thus the Apostle John, writer of the Gospel and confidant of Jesus, begins his 3rd Letter.  (Well, the 3rd one 

that has been preserved and recorded in our scriptures.)  And it is a greeting and prayer that I echo for each 

of you:  that you will enjoy good health, that all may go well with you and that your soul will ‘get along well’.  

If that is in place, what more could we need or want? 

 

 

Services and Stage 3 Lock Down 

 

At a special meeting of the Parish Council together with the Parish Clergy last night it was agreed that 

St Luke’s will not have services in the church, and will instead continue with our ‘Online’ Services, despite 

the country moving to Stage 3 lockdown and the president announcing that places of worship can open 

again (subject to various restrictions).  There was a long and detailed discussion and the decision was 

unanimous. 

 

The reasons for our decision are various, but have two main aspects. 

 

1. Health 

 

The change in lockdown status is not due to the virus going away, but rather because the health system 

is in a position to better cope with the increase of cases.  Indeed, some of the nurses have said that their 

facilities are ‘bracing for a surge of Covid cases’.  We are still as likely to be infected (if not more so as the 

number of infected individuals grow) as we have been all along. 

 

Given St Luke’s demographic and the likelihood that infections would be severe we thought it would be 

irresponsible to expose our members to an increased threat.  We would not like to find ourselves in the 

position where a number of people were infected at church, which could happen despite the best 

precautions, and have some of them die. 

 

As Christians we are called to ‘love your neighbour as you love yourself’.  In his letter (quoted in the 

introduction) John commends Gaius for being “faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, 

even though they are strangers to you.  They have told the church about your love” (vs 5-6).  His ‘love’ is 

seen by what he ‘does’ for others.  Thus our love calls us to protect the vulnerable, and hence delay 

starting services.  Just as it also calls us to feed the hungry (which we are also doing). 

 

  



2. Practical 

 

The restrictions that go along with holding services are such that it would make services extremely 

complicated.   

Numbers are limited to 50 – how do we do this?  Turn people away after we reach 50? Hand out 

tickets?  Have services by ‘’surname”? 

 

Distancing – we would have to be 2 meters apart – which would mean one person at each end of a 

pew, and only using every 3rd pew.  We could move to the hall – but pace out 2m by 2m in your 

home and imagine people spread out like that! 

 

Communion would not be permitted – as it would be a prime action for the spreading of the virus.  

Or if it went ahead, it would have to be using the bread, but not the wine. 

 

There would be no tea or gathering afterwards – people would be expected to leave immediately 

after the service.  (And church without tea doesn’t even bear thinking of!) 

 

Singing would be discouraged because it is an activity that has a high chance of spreading the virus. 

 

Masks would have to be worn through the whole service. 

 

Given the limitations that these impose, we agreed that it was nor practical to try and start services 

again at the moment. 

 

As one member said, the implications are that some of us would come, sit far apart, listen to someone 

else sing (but not sing ourselves), listen to a sermon, not receive communion and go straight home again; 

all while sitting in a cold church?  We currently do all of that from the comfort of our home – why 

change? 

 

So the unanimous decision was to keep doing what we have been doing for the last two months.  Services 

will continue to be recorded and then “broadcast” using the parish YouTube and Facebook accounts.  And 

we remind ourselves that this is not “the law of the Medes and Persians which cannot be changed”,  as the 

situation evolves and regulations are changed, we will reconsider and have further discussions.  But for the 

moment we invite you to continue joining us online for ‘church unusual’ and pray that the gospel will be 

proclaimed, lives will be changed and God’s Kingdom will grow. 

 

 

Pentecost 

 

This Sunday we celebrate the feast of Pentecost – the ‘birthday’ of the church. 

 

As part of the service we will break bread again.  So, if you would like to join us, please get some bread and 

some wine (if you have any left!) or use fruit juice or whatever you have available.  John Spyker once said 

that the most blessed communion service he had been to was in a shack in a squatter camp and used a slice 

of bread and some grape-flavoured ‘KoolAid’.  God looks at our hearts and intentions – which is a wonderful 



glimpse of His grace and love.  If you feel uncomfortable, join us and at that point participate by using 

‘spiritual communion’ – where you identify with what is being done without doing it yourself.  (This is 

sometimes done during hospital visits with people who are too ill to participate physically.) 

 

But more importantly pray that God will be present with all who are joining in in various places and at 

various times.  We recognise that we would love to worship together – but we will be united in the Spirit and 

will be united in purpose and praise.  God will be with us and bless us. 

 

Then ask God to show how we could “go, and make disciples” while not physically ‘going’ anywhere.  As 

pointed out previously, Paul did this often with his letters from prison.  We pray that God will work through 

is in the same way and grow his Kingdom. 

 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 

 

At Pentecost we reach the climax of the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ prayer initiative.  So ask God how you could 

reach out to those you have been praying for, and commit to keep praying for them.  God’s time is not our 

time,  and time and again we also need to pray for patience. 

 

John ends the 3rd letter with: 

 

I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink.  I hope to see you soon, and we will 

talk face to face. 

Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by name. 

 

How we all long to see one another and talk face to face (without a mask on).  We will get to that point, but 

not just yet. 

 

Ian 

 

 

 

 


