
Readings for today 

Theme: The Kingdom of God 

Gospel Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52  

  

This week’s Collect: 

O Sovereign God,  

Jesus Christ established your reign on  

  earth: 

let its coming be like the mustard seed  

that grows into greatness,  

and like the leaven that mixes with the  

  grain  

until the whole becomes greater; 

to the praise of the one, holy and  

  Blessed Trinity, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

‘The Kingdom of God is within you’ said 

Jesus. And that is where the main 

challenges will lie. For the rule and 

authority of God is not imposed from 

without but established from within. It is 

not evidenced by prestige, possessions 

and power but by love and faithfulness. 

It is not gained by human effort but by 

human yielding to Divine grace. So when 

Jesus also said that ‘I stand at the door 

and knock’ He was not merely being 

polite but emphasising a fundamental 

truth. Unless and until He enters into 

our lives Himself we have not become a 

part of Him or His Kingdom. As we 

increasingly allow Him to exercise 

control over our own lives now we 

become participants in His work of 

building His own Kingdom. 

Jerry   

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Jenni Gous  who wrote 

our prayer page (alongside) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

26 July 2020 

Prayer Focus 
Dear Lord Jesus did you not yourself say that the Kingdom of God is 

within each of us? Thank you that you use the smallest amount of faith 

to build your kingdom here on earth. Size matters not, but what does 

matter is our willingness to die to self so that we can grow into 

something created by You. Help us to yield to you so that your light, 

your yeast can take hold of our lives, and that in turn we can bring light 

and life to those around us, even changing weeds into wheat. 

And so we pray for the world: 

God of wisdom, 

bless medical scientists and researchers around the world 

with insight and skill, dedication and fortitude 

as they combat coronavirus, 

so that their work yields knowledge and understanding, 

speedily finding a vaccine, treatments and deterrents to its 

spread. 

For our government we pray:  

Grant public health and government officials 

the strength to act swiftly and decisively 

with compassion and understanding 

in service to humankind, 

fighting this outbreak 

and the other diseases that still plague the planet, 

diseases threatening the lives of our brothers and sisters, 

nations and communities, 

young and old. 

For creation: 

Father, we praise you with all your creatures. 

They came forth from your all-powerful hand; 

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love.  

Praise be to you! 



We will be running an Alpha Online 
course - starting in September and it will 
run for 11 weeks. Being online—anyone 
can join, one doesn’t need to be 
geographically close to us. 

If you have done Alpha and would be 
prepared to help as a group facilitator or 
in any way, please let John Browne  know, 
or email admin@stluke.co.za . Training for 
Alpha Online is available. 

• Please pray for this initiative, which 
will be easily accessible for anyone, 
anywhere, as long as they have 
internet connection. 

• Pray for John Browne who will 
be coordinating it. 

• Pray that the people that God 
wants to be there will register and 
join. 

• Pray that leaders and facilitators 
will come forward to assist. 

 

Teach us to contemplate you 

in the beauty of the universe, 

for all things speak of you. 

Awaken our praise and thankfulness 

for every being that you have made. 

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined 

to everything that is. 

For ourselves we pray that 

We let nothing disturb us. 

We let nothing upset us. 

Help us to remember that when everything changes. 

You alone are unchanging. 

With patience all things are possible. 

for whoever has God, lacks nothing. 

you alone are enough.  

We pray for all those known to us who are sick, specially: Carol Grauman, 

Michael Panas, Janette Ross, Liz Zylstra  

We pray for the Spyker, McNab and Bentley families on the death of Carolyn 

Spyker  

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week:  Mondo 

Mazwai (26 July), Jill Ansara (27 July), Bernice Harris (28 July), Jean Butcher 

(30 July), Rose Nourse (1 Aug), . and those celebrating their wedding 

anniversary Timothy & Lisl Less (28 July 2001), (if you have their numbers 

why not give them a call?) 

Finally Lord, turn our hearts to your ways; 

and give us peace for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

 

Amen 

Psalm 105 
1 Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his 

name; 

    make known among the nations 

what 

    he has done. 

2 Sing to him, sing praise to him; 

    tell of all his wonderful acts. 

3 Glory in his holy name; 

    let the hearts of those who seek the  

    Lord rejoice. 

4 Look to the Lord and his strength; 

    seek his face always. 

5 Remember the wonders he has done, 

    his miracles, and the judgments he  

    pronounced, 
6 you his servants, the descendants of 

Abraham, 

    his chosen ones, the children of  

    Jacob. 

7 He is the Lord our God; 

    his judgments are in all the earth. 

8 He remembers his covenant for ever, 

    the promise he made, for a thousand  

    generations,9 the covenant he made 

with Abraham, 

    the oath he swore to Isaac. 

10 He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, 

    to Israel as an everlasting covenant: 
11 ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan 

    as the portion you will inherit.’ 
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