
Readings for today 

The Parables of the Kingdom—The Sower 

1st reading Psalm 119:105-112 

Gospel` Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

  

This week’s Collect: 

O God of mercy, 

by your Holy Spirit you nourish us with  

  life: 

plant us now in good soil, 

that we may bear the fruit of justice  

  and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Did Jesus speak in parables in order to 

confuse his hearers about their core 

message of the Kingdom of Heaven/God? 

Was it to hide the kingdom from ‘outsiders’? 

There are certainly layers of meaning 

beyond the obvious for those who are 

prepared to think differently about Jesus’ 

words, and the parables certainly sorted out 

those who came simply to see miracles and 

be entertained, from those who really 

wanted to understand and follow Jesus’ 

teaching and experience God’s righteous 

rule. So the parables help distinguish 

between ‘those who had ears to hear’ and 

those who did not. 

By revealing truth in a way that created 

more interest, and caught the attention of 

his listeners, those who ‘heard’ had open 

and receptive hearts as well as ears and 

were ready to participate in this new and 

radical kingdom Jesus spoke of, not only as 

beneficiaries but as those who would 

become story tellers too and see the seed of 

the word bear fruit. 

Lynda 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Jerry Bailey who wrote 

our prayer page (page 2) this week. 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

If you are making a Covid donation please 

use the ref ‘Covid’ 

 

Beanies for the homeless and 

unemployed 

The weather has dropped again, so there will 

be cold people asking for beanies this week, 

so if  any of you are knitters and can help, 

we'd so appreciate it.  

There is  wool at the office—please liaise with 

Maria. Please take no more than two balls 

and two smaller balls to add colour to your 

beanie. Your help would be much appreciat-

ed. For the non-knitters  donations towards 

the wool would be great.  

What you need 

1 ball of double knitting 

wool.  

Pair of size 5.5 mm knitting  

needles 

Yarn needle for sewing up 

Instructions 

Cast on 74 sts.  

Work in k1, p1 ribbing for 6 rows. 

Work in stockinette stitch (knit 1 row, purl 1 

row) until piece measures 8 inches (20 cm) 

from cast on edge, ending with a purl row. 

Next row, k2tog across. 37 stitches remain. 

P 1 row. 

K2tog across, ending k1. 19 stitches. 

Cut a 12″ (30 cm) length of yarn and thread it 

on a yarn needle. 

Carefully pull the last row of knitting from the 

needle and thread the needle through every 

stitch. Pull tightly then whip stitch the seam 

shut. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

12 July 2020 

Psalm 119:105-112  

By your words I can see where I’m going; 

    they throw a beam of light on my dark 

    path. 

I’ve committed myself and I’ll never turn 

    back 

    from living by your righteous order. 

Everything’s falling apart on me, God; 

    put me together again with your Word. 

Festoon me with your finest sayings, God; 

    teach me your holy rules. 

My life is as close as my own hands, 

    but I don’t forget what you have 

    revealed. 

The wicked do their best to throw me off 

track, 

    but I don’t swerve an inch from your  

    course. 

I inherited your book on living; it’s mine 

forever— 

    what a gift! And how happy it makes  

    me! 

I concentrate on doing exactly what you 

say— 

    I always have and always will. 

(The Message MSG) 

 



PRAYER FOCUS:   
(Also try making one a special focus each day)  

(Pray from the heart in your own words)  

 

Our Father in Heaven – Hallowed be Your Name 

I was pushed back and about to fall, 

 but the LORD helped me.  

The LORD is my strength and my song;  

he has become my salvation.    Psalm 118:13-14) 

 

We Pray for our Country  

Your Kingdom Come  

Saviour bring healing and reconciliation to our land and save us in this time of trial 

Holy Spirit please bless, protect, guide and enable -  

• All ministers and those working with them - especially 

• Our President Cyril Ramaphosa 

• The Minister of Health Dr Zwelini Mkhize 

• The Minister of Finance Tito Mboweni 

• The Minister of Public Enterprises Pravin Gordhan 

• The Minister of Police Bheki Cele 

Father we ask Your blessing and protection for 

• All hospitals, all medical, emergency, and relief personnel and others 

working directly with those in need 

• All police and military personnel – and that they would perform their duties 

with integrity and without abuse  

• Those working to process all the Covid testing 

 

We pray for Christ’s Church in South Africa 

Your Will Be Done 

Holy Spirit we call on You to 

• Open our eyes that we might give our God the esteem He deserves  

(Isaiah 53:3) 

• Forgive us for the past, heal the present and bless the future 

• Give Wisdom and Discernment to Your leaders – including Archbishop 

Thabo Makgoba, Bishop Steve Moreo, Archdeacon Lynda Shimmin and our 

Rector Ian Stevens 

• Open the hearts of Your people to bless -  

 The homeless, jobless, destitute, sick and abused 

 Those in desperate financial straits 

 Those involved in and affected by the Bishop Bavin School closure 

We pray for our Parish 

Give us Today our Daily Bread  

And feed us with Your Word and Will 

• Thank you  Lord for -  and please bless - 

 Ian, the Wardens, Council, Clergy and Staff 

 Everyone involved in our Relief Ministries  

 Those who prepare and present the Online Ministry 

 The Home and Ministry groups 

 The faithful Givers 

  Each and every member 

We pray for all countries and peoples of the World 

Forgive us and Deliver us from evil  

Almighty Father – with You all things are possible  

• Lord God Have Mercy   

 We have erred, and strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts.  

 We have facilitated terrible abuse, rejection, violence, greed, lust, 

perversion and idolatry  

 Lord reach out to intervene and save us from our sin and from this virus 

and all the consequences 

 Forgive us Lord – Lord forgive us. 

------------------------ 

This week we remember especially and pray for: the lonely and isolated at this time. We pray 

for the families of those who have died in our Parish, specifically Nthabiseng and Bontle 

following Moeketsi’s passing yesterday, and the Namo family following the passing of 

Motlalepule. We pray for God’s peace and comfort for them. 

We also bring before you those who are not well, especially Ian Crowther, Shirley Long, Mervyn 

Low, Michael Panas, Janette Ross (broken shoulder)  

And we celebrate with those who have birthdays:  Janet McMurray & Dan Chiorboli (12 July), 
Duncan Crombie & Audrey Kusambiza  (14 July), Hayden Schmidt (17 July),  and anniversaries 
Mike Ahmed & Tammy Warman  (12 July 2018) We ask for your comforting presence for the 
families remembering loved ones no longer with us:  Stanley Hugkulstone (14 July 2018) and 
George Croote (17 July 2016) — (if you have their numbers why not give them a call?) 

 


