
5 July 2020 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

 

Readings for today 

 

1st reading Genesis 24:42-49 

Gospel` Matthew 11:25-30  

  

This week’s Collect: 

O God our Saviour, 

you reveal your salvation through Jesus  

  Christ, 

our wisdom and strength: 

teach us to shoulder our burdens 

and give us the strength to carry each  

  other 

as you have carried us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen  

God guiding us  

“Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

for we have no help but thee; 

yet possessing every blessing, 

if our God our Father be.” 

(James Edmeston (1821) 

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of 

Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 

called Peter and his brother Andrew. 

They were casting a net into the lake, for 

they were fishermen. “Come, follow 

me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out 

to fish for people.” At once they left 

their nets and followed him. 

Jesus promises to lead us through life – 

we need to listen, to trust and to follow. 

Ian Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Rose Nourse who wrote 

our prayer page (page 2) this week. 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,  Branch Code:  051001  Account #  001844067 

If you are making a Covid donation please use the ref ‘Covid’ 

Covid Committee Update 2 July 2020 

The numbers are growing weekly from 100 to 120 to 170 and this last Thursday we had 200 

coming for Soup. 

With a team of helpers Meshack, Maria, Nozi, Wanda, Emmanuel, Tshepo, Nadia and her 

team of veg preppers Annette and Carol Anne. Thank you all. 

Of course, Ian is always around, and we really want to thank him for all he manages at the 

office. 

We have been well enabled with donations for E-Pap, Blankets, Beanies and Gloves this 

month. 

Our weekly request of Soup, Stock and 

Frozen Veg is beginning to yield benefits 

thank you to all who support us. As 

always Meshack and Maria are on the 

grounds most mornings to receive 

donations. 

The E-Pap bill is a heavy one and we 

would ask if you do want to support us 

with funding on that it would be really 

appreciated. 

Masks continue to be sewn and 

dropped off for those in need. 

The Care Packages – we have put down 

the list of families that we will support 

every two weeks or so. If you do know 

of a family from the parish that could do 

with a pack, please let us know. 

from the Covid Committee St Luke’s 



PRAYER FOCUS:   

(from the hymn - Father Hear the prayer we offer, LM Willis number 113)  
 Father, hear the prayer we offer; 
 Not for ease that prayer shall be, 
 But for strength that we may ever- 
 Live our lives courageously. 

Always gather us in love, in our church led by our Bishop, Steve, Metropolitan Thabo and our 
local clergy, Ian, Jerry, Janette and Chris. Let your support help them in these confused times, 
that we may all stand together doing the duties of care, help and comfort – learning how to do 
these “at a distance”. We learn that Your distance is so close that You are always near. 

We reflect on the church, the body of Your people, and learn how to work spread-out, away 
from a fixed place, and remember how often it was that Paul sent words of encouragement to 
the new Christian people, spread across the eastern cities, “I long to see you that I may impart 
some spiritual gift to make you strong, …(but have been prevented from doing so until now) 
Romans 1:11, 13, In your name we will be strong Lord. We pray for those celebrating birthdays—
who we cannot celebrate with physically: Yvonne Loizou (6 July), Allister Kunene, Swazi Nkosi & 
Pietha Reader (7 July), Dimakatso Makgato, Denis & Joan Whittaker (9 July), Sally Holloway, Clive 
Lacy & Glen van der Watt (10 July); and those celebrating their wedding anniversaries: Neville & 
Glen Melville (6 July 1963),  Ian & Jean Crowther (7 July 2018), Rob & Glynis Steer (7 July 1973), 
Dylan & Youngmi Atkinson (8 July 2000), Roger & Sue Tinsley (8 July 1978) and Ernie & Pat Fisher 
(11 July 1964) (if you have their numbers why not give them a call?) 

Many people in their earthly occupations are in changed and challenging situations, which 
compound their ability to fulfill their daily duties and family needs. At this time we find that 
seafarers in their difficult confines are particularly affected, being unable to disembark in ports 
and confined to quarters onboard where ever their ships are. No visitors are allowed and no 
Chaplains may visit.  Lord their situation is dire, please grant them special support and care. 

Lord all workers at the forefront of the pandemic need special protection and immunity from 
disease. Please help them to cope, giving them time to rest and boundless patience and 
compassion as they deal with your people who are their patients. 

We hold up for Your blessing all who are sick, poor, hungry, sad or perplexed. In our 
congregation we pray for Carol Grauman, Shirley Long, Sally Matthews, Michael Panas, Janette 
Ross, Anthony Thornton-Smith and Moeketsi Tsaoana. We ask for your comforting presence for 
the families of Kathleen Evans (6 July 2015), Barry Mackay (6 July 2015) and Joseph Masire (11 
July 2016) who are remembering their loved ones no longer with us 

To our government give special wisdom Lord.  We face returning to a changed society, led by 
their guide lines and laws, may these be inspired by Your plan for us and lead our country and 
the world to an equitable future for all. 

We pray for family and friends who have special claims upon us and from whom we may be 
separated by distance, remind them that their lives are linked to ours, that we may serve Christ 
in them and love one another as He loves us  

We remember all who have died and seek comfort that they according to Your promise have 
a share in Your kingdom. 

 “Be our strength in hours of weakness, 
  In our wanderings be our guide, 
 Through endeavor, failure, danger, 
 Father, be thou at our side.” 

Amen 

A ‘Word’ received by Yvonne Loizou this week: 

“Strength”, the Lord says, “you have plenty of. And you have weakness... Pity partying!  

I had to bring you where you are now to get your attention as you relied too much on your 

own ability and power of getting money together. 

Now I have your attention I can safely lead you on to the correct path to where I need, 

planned and purposed for you. 

Your heart has always been to bless others - one of your giftings and talents needed for what 

I want you to accomplish. 

Stop trying to run there, it's not a marathon, every step is a step nearer to the final 

destination at the appropriate time, not too early but then again never too late. 

Stop being so focused on what is happening to you now but look above and beyond to where 

you are destined to go. 

I need to get rid of the old you and also your mind-set. 

Leave it behind you My Child, It will hold you back, 

Just remember only you can hold back what I purposed you for. 

You know well enough that the plan I have for you is already covered - I am the Alpha and 

the Omega. I know the end - and I am now backing up to the beginning of your journey, 

everything provided for. 

You will know the appropriate time, and calmly walk through it all with the assurance that I 

am in control and taking you by the hand. 

I am the forerunner and nothing and no one will be able to mess with your final destiny. 

Stop trying so hard! It already is! 

Look to the author and finisher of your faith. 

Be attentive to these words and I will pour my blessing out upon you.” 


