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Covid Letter 12 

 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

To the church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout Achaia: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.. 

 

Thus Paul begins his second letter to the Corinthian Church.  They are the church, and he calls them “holy 

people” – though when you read the first letter, “holy” is not an epithet that springs to mind. 

 

But the encouraging thing is that as Christians we are holy not because we somehow manage to live a perfect 

life, but because God, in his grace, gives us his holiness in Christ.  So we too can be called “holy” – and the 

constant challenge we face is work on getting our behaviour to match our “title”. 

 

Covid 

 

As we struggle with ourselves, we are caught up in the struggles of society as well.  As the Covid lockdown 

seems to stretch on, those struggles seem ever more present. 

 

The challenge is that this ‘unusual’ situation is stretching on and on.  Many people thought we would be 

inconvenienced for a couple of weeks.  But the weeks came and went, so people began to realise that it may be 

a couple of months!!  (And we are already almost at the 3 month mark!).  Still there is no end in sight. 

 

In the Daily Maverick article that was shared on a number of fora, and that Cindy Geffen described as a “good 

article” (an opinion fully endorsed by Bernice – my sounding board on all Covid and medical (and other) 

matters), the authors state: 

“Understand that we may be in for a long haul, adjusting our lives for at least the next few years. Some of 

these changes may be permanent.” 

(See the full article at: https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-26-distance-dose-dispersion-an-

experts-guide-on-covid-19-risks-in-south-africa-and-how-to-manage-them/) 

 

So what our lives may look like is unclear, but clearly some aspects of the bizarre dystopia we now inhabit may 

be the ‘new normal’. 

 

As a church we have to consider what this means for us.  How do we keep doing what we are called to do, if we 

cannot meet in our beautiful church?  This may be a challenge from God, calling us to look afresh at what our 

calling is.  Jesus never said we should meet in stone buildings and read from a prayer book!!  Not that there is 

anything wrong with that – just, that is not our calling.  So we need to ask ourselves “How do we ‘make 

disciples of all nations’ in this present situation”.  The fact that our lives are different to what they were 6 

months ago, does not stop our call.  We just find ourselves where the early church did – struggling to work out 

“how do we do this?” 

 

Normal 

 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-26-distance-dose-dispersion-an-experts-guide-on-covid-19-risks-in-south-africa-and-how-to-manage-them/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-26-distance-dose-dispersion-an-experts-guide-on-covid-19-risks-in-south-africa-and-how-to-manage-them/


Already much that was strange and foreign and ‘unthinkable’ some months ago is now commonplace.  How 

many people have had their first ‘online’ meeting since the lockdown began?  Certainly, weekly our Bible Study 

is continuing and finding new aspects to Zoom meetings.  I had 2 meetings with the council in the Parish 

Centre, and now another 8 or so in the comfort of our own homes (with coffee, or wine, or something else in 

hand).  I had 11 weeks of services in the church, and 15 online. 

 

The leadership is looking at how we restart what we can, but recognising that we will have to do things 

differently.  Thus counselling will be in the gardens, or in a room with 2m between the people.  The feeding 

scheme is no longer a sit-down meal of stew, but a cup of soup (which is hopefully as filling and nutritious) on 

the go.  The recording of services is getting better as we recognise that we are ‘in for the long haul’ and are 

beginning to try new ideas and get better, more suitable, equipment to enable us to do what needs to be done. 

 

World Goes On 

 

As we slowly adjust to a new reality – the old reality of a fallen world breaks in upon us more forcefully all the 

time.  So we have news of people that are sick with all sorts of diseases other than Covid – and we realise that 

cancer and hypertension do not stop because our situation is different.  There is the news of people being 

robbed and attacked and taken advantage of, despite the struggle with Covid. 

 

So we need to find ways of ministering to the sick and the suffering, the poor and exploited, the struggling and 

failing.  The need has not stopped, and indeed may have been compounded by lockdown.  So our prayers 

continue with renewed urgency, and love reaches out in new practical ways.  We seek to be Jesus in the world 

in the midst of Covid. 

 

Time 

 

As I have thought about how long this is all taking – I was reminded of the various bible stories that have 

people spending time.  We have been at this “Covid thing” for four months;  Joseph was a slave for decades, 

and waited for the wine steward to remember him for 2 years.  The people of Israel wandered in the 

wilderness for 40 years.  The exile lasted for 70 years.  Jesus lived as an ‘unknown’ Galilean carpenter for 30 

years.  Suddenly, those times seem very long. 

 

We are reminded that God’s time is not ours.  He works his plans perfectly, in accordance with his will and his 

plans, and not according to our impatience. 

 

So our challenge is to know that we are His people, that he is with us, and no matter how long this ‘diversion of 

life’ takes, we are in safe hands with an assured future.  After all we are his ‘holy people’. 

 

Blessings! 

Ian 


