
Readings for today 

Theme: Ruth—an overview 

Readings” Judges 21:25 

Ruth 1:1 

Ruth 4:13-16, 21-22 

  

This week’s Collect: 

God our Creator, 

you have built up your Church through 

   the love and devotion of women 

everywhere: inspire us to follow their  

  great example that we may with 

them share in the vision of your glory;  

  through Jesus Christ your Son our 

  Lord, 

Amen. 

Women's month brings a series of sermons 

featuring two powerful women in a man’s 

world—two remarkable women, Naomi and 

Ruth. It’s a beautiful story and as I read and 

pondered, I found myself marvelling at God—

our God who despite mistakes and failures was 

still there for his people, guiding, making His 

presence felt—even when it was not 

consciously recognised. Breaking, as it were, his 

own rules. Because he is God and he is 

sovereign. Moabites were banned from the 

community of Israel and yet God chose Ruth, a 

Moabite woman, to be in the family tree of 

Jesus. It is as though he is saying to us: ‘let me 

surround you, surprise you; and you will be 

mightily surprised’. 

What things are worrying us in lockdown? 

Things that are not necessarily Covid related, —

but keep us back from all that God wants for us. 

Let Him in. 

Some quotes from Amy Carmichael: 

His thoughts said: ‘the way is rough’ 

His father said: ‘every step bringeth thee nearer 

thy home’ 

His thoughts said: ‘the night is long’ 

His father said: ‘but joy cometh in the morning’ 

Janette 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Cindy Geffen who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

2 August 2020 

We will be running an Alpha Online 
course - starting in September and it will 
run for 11 weeks. Being online—anyone 
can join, one doesn’t need to be 
geographically close to us. 

If you have done Alpha and would be 
prepared to help as a group facilitator or 
in any way, please let John Browne  know, 
or email admin@stluke.co.za . Training for 
Alpha Online is available. 

• Please pray for this initiative, which 
will be easily accessible for anyone, 
anywhere, as long as they have 
internet connection. 

• Pray for John Browne who will 
be coordinating it and those who 
have already indicated they are 
willing to be part of it. . 

• Pray that the people that God 
wants to be there will register and 
join. 

• Pray that leaders and facilitators 
will come forward to assist. 

Prayers for those with birthdays and 

anniversaries: 

We pray for all those known to us who 

are sick, specially: Carol Grauman, 

Michael Panas, Janette Ross, Liz Zylstra  

We pray for and celebrate with those 

who have birthdays this week:  Graham 

Collins (2 Aug), Krish Naidoo & Bulelwa  

Okafor (3 Aug), Clive Beaver (4 Aug), John 

Browne (6 Aug), Ian Stevens &  

Sne Ndzabandzaba  (7 Aug), Grant 

Buchanan, Douglas Gibson & Batlhalefeng 

Maleke  (8 Aug), and those celebrating 

their wedding anniversary Nqobile & 

Thandie Zulu (8 Aug 2008), (if you have 

their numbers why not give them a call?) 

The PRESS-ON  Ironing Service 

is back up and running again! 
Mondays & Wednesdays 

Drop off your ironing between  

07h00 &10h00 

R20.00 per kilogram 

Please support this initiative! 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

If you are making a Covid donation please 

use the ref ‘Covid’ If your donation is 

toward the ePap please use the ref 

‘ePap’. 

mailto:admin@stluke.co.za


Prayer Focus 
Lord, as we move into a new month which few of us thought would be 

the same as the last one, please remind us that you are in each one of 

them. We are in the depths of our winter, the leaves have fallen and the 

branches are bare, and all around we see little sign of life. But you are 

with us even in this. Help us to be still, Lord, and listen. As we do, you 

speak, and we look up towards you again, and see the blue skies, hear 

the birdsong, and know that under the cold hard ground life is stirring. 

Stir our hearts with new life in you. Give us eyes of faith as we wait on 

you.  

Lord, enable us to submit our lives to your will. To surrender them 

wholly and gladly to you, trusting that you have good plans for us. We 

remember Naomi and her journey with Ruth, and are reminded that 

like our own journey, it was not straight forward.  

• We, too, may move from place to place, sometimes feeling 

let down by God, and recognising that we may have become 

bitter. Forgive us Father 

• Help us to see the “Ruth”’s  in our lives  

• Allow us to be a “Ruth” to those around us, bringing 

comfort, staying close, supporting  

• Provide us with your eyes and heart so that we may see 

these opportunities all around us 

• And providing wisdom, as we are not always “Ruth”, some 

of us are called to take another road, as Orpah did 

• Sometimes we become so wrapped up in ourselves that we 

are blind to the needs around us. Forgive us Lord, and open 

our hearts.  

• Thank you for your guidance, given through our pastors. 

May they continue to seek you in humility 

• Grant them an extra measure of energy to deal with the 

unexpected challenges in these times 

• And grant us an extra measure of patience to cope with these 

challenges 

Father, we bring before you especially all the women and girl children in our 

country as we begin women’s month 

• We weep to see the violence that many have to contend with 

daily. Father you love each and every one of us and we are all 

equally valuable in your sight  

• We pray that all woman would know that 

• That our streets would become safe for women to walk on 

• That our homes would be safe havens for women to live in 

•  That our schools would become places where all could learn in 

peace. 

We pray for those in authority 

• Those who have the power to make change in South Africa a 

reality 

• Our President and his cabinet who can lead the way in stopping 

gender based violence 

• Demonstrating how to treat women 

• And enacting and enforcing laws that will protect our most 

vulnerable 

• That they may root out corruption and use the funds available to 

uplift women, many of whom are sole breadwinners and who 

have lost their jobs in these times 

• For your voice to be heard above all the noise of expediency 

Amen 


