
Come Home 

The book of Judges takes us into the life of a 

nation – ending with the comment that - 

“everyone did as he saw fit.” Ruth in contrast 

takes us into the life of one family so that 

God can get us to see His truth and love 

more clearly on the personal level. 

Having lost everything it is as her feet turn 

toward home that God’s grace begins to 

reappear in Naomi’s life. And although she 

does not regain what she has lost His 

blessings made her life fulfilled, complete 

and significant as she was drawn into His 

purpose. 

However they were not automatic – they 

were not for her in Moab – they were 

waiting for her as she drew near to God 

again – unwillingly at first – because she 

knew that was where she belonged. Her 

obedience then became the spark that 

enabled others to enter into their own God-

given destiny. 

God’s love for His people is so great that He 

does not abandon us – nor does He allow us 

to wallow in our false comfort zones in the 

world.. He does what is necessary to get us 

to see our need for Him and to turn back 

into His love and blessing. To come home … 

or not.  

Jerry 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Sue Tinsley who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

30 August 2020 

We will be running an Alpha Online course - 

starting in September and it will run for 11 

weeks.  

Being online—anyone can join, one doesn’t 

need to be geographically close to us. 

We encourage you to join as a Small/Home 

group—you would be able to join the main 

group for the talk, and then break off with 

your own Home Group as a small group for 

the discussion. Please make sure that you let 

John know that you are joining as a group. 

• Please pray for this initiative, which will 

be easily accessible for anyone, anywhere, as long as they have internet 

connection. 

• Pray for John Browne who will be coordinating it and those who have already 

indicated they are willing to be part of it. . 

• Pray that the people that God wants to be there will register and join. 

• Pray that leaders and facilitators will come forward to assist. 

Please see invitation (that you can send to a friend) and registration form attached.  

It is important that everyone doing Alpha fill in a registration form, because without it 

we cannot send the Zoom link.  If you need printed copies of the registration form, 

please email admin@stluke.co.za or call 0117287015. Forms must be filled in and 

returned by tomorrow! 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Please change the ref for what you 

intend our donation for 

Reading for today 

 

Reading Ruth 4:9-16 

  

The Collect 

Lord God, the maker of all, 

as we bow down in praise this day, 

make us attentive to your voice 

so we will not be tested beyond our  

  enduring; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

in Craighall Park  

 
 

has vacancies in Midcare and Frail Care.  

Contact Sandra 011 788 0704 



Prayer Focus 

Psalm 105: 1-4 

O give thanks to the Beloved, and open your hearts to Love. 

Awaken! Listen in silence for the Voice of the Counselor. 

Sing praises with glad voice, and give witness to the truth 

with your lives! 

Glory in the radiance of the Beloved: 

Let the hearts of those who call upon You rejoice! 

Seek the One who is Life, your Strength, walk harmoniously in 

Love’s Presence. 

(Nan C Merrill Psalms for Praying) 

Beloved Lord as we come before You we ask that You would enable us to open 
our hearts to You. Assist us to quieten ourselves deep within so that we may in 
the silence hear Your Voice. We so need to hear Your Voice Dear Lord in all the 
decisions and choices that we are called upon to make on a day to day basis. 
You are the one who shines your Light of Truth and we seek You, to know that 
Truth and to walk in Your Way. You are the God of Wisdom and Love and You 
want us to know You and to walk in Your Presence so that you may bring us 
Life – Life in full abundance.  

We thank you and give praise to You for the signs of renewal and hope as we 
experience the fragrance, greening and blossom of Spring! We ask that as we 
experience this change of season you would enable us to see You and Your 
Power at work and You would give us the Hope and sense of New Life that we 
so sorely need. 

Let our hearts as we call upon You, rejoice. 

We bring to You our world still in the grip of the Corona Virus. We thank You 
for the areas where it seems the virus is more under control and we pray for 
those countries where it is still raging with devastation. We ask for Your 
Wisdom Lord as we pray, and for those in authority and in positions of power 
to know the best way to manage their situations.  

Let our hearts as we call upon You, rejoice. 

We pray for our own country Father. So much heartache, confusion, anger, 
devastation, disappointment, despair! Yet paradoxically so much caring, 
sharing, vision for the future and hard work. Please would You enable us to 

walk in Your Truth and Light and to seek Your Face and Your Strength as we try to 
live justly in this Country. Forgive us we pray, for our apathy and so often our lack 
of understanding. Forgive us for when we don’t “see” the other and just go our own 
way. Forgive us when we fail to act wisely and justly.  

As we come to the end of this month acknowledging women and their place in our 
lives and in society we ask for eyes to see and hearts to hear the cries of those who 
have been violated and abused and those who are picking up their lives after having 
lost loved ones. 

We pray for Your Mercy Beloved Lord. 

Let our hearts as we call upon You, rejoice. 

We pray for our own community here at St Luke’s and around us. We thank You for 
our Clergy and Staff in our Parish and pray a special Blessing upon them this week 
as they minister to us all and to our various needs. Please give them Your Wisdom 
and Strength as they seek Your Face. 

We pray for Families and ask for Wisdom, and Your Love and Truth to prevail within 
their homes. Bless all Children especially as they return to School and pick up the 
threads of their lives. 

We pray for those who have lost loved ones that You would pour your healing balm 
into their souls and give them a real sense of Your Love and Presence with them. 
We remember the van Wyk family especially as they remember Rodney today 
(30/8/2016) 

We hold before you all those who are ill, either at home or in hospital. Please bring 
Your Healing Touch to them and to those who are concerned and worried about 
them. 

We celebrate with those who are celebrating their lives through Birthdays: Charles 
Metcalf turning 80 today! (30 Aug), Connie Lofafa (2 Sept), Lynda Shimmin & Robert 
Wise (3 Sept),  Dawn Lock (4 Sept) & Marita Matthews (5 Sept) and Anniversaries: 
Bruce & Carol Dixon (30 Aug 1969), Gilbert & Jenny Marcus (30 Aug 1980), Franklin 
& Carol Sekonya (4 Sept 1995) and Anthony & Tessa Thornton-Smith (4 Sept 1976), 
– please bless them all especially. 

Let our hearts as we call upon You, rejoice. 

And may we seek the One who is Life and Strength and walk harmoniously in 
Love’s Presence. 

Amen 


