
Women’s Day 

We all know women of courage: women raising the children of other women; women 

struggling to find a way to leave an abusive relationship; women caring for elderly 

parents; women recovering from the experience of rape; women battling illness; women 

speaking out against injustice at personal cost. The list is endless. 

What can we do to support women of courage? Tell them: “I see you. I applaud your 

courage. Keep going.” 

If you are a woman with privilege, mentor and amplify the voice of a younger woman with 

less opportunity. Affirm their gifts. Encourage them. Share your hard won knowledge, 

experience and resources generously. 

If you are a man with influence where women are excluded or marginalised; speak out in 

support of women when they take the risk of speaking boldly. Use your status to fight 

injustice. Intentionally create opportunities for women’s voices and contributions to be 

received. 

In 1956, women came together in a national protest that made women’s voices clearly 

heard. We celebrate their determination and the inspiring leadership. Can we draw on 

their strength, so that in renewed solidarity, we may continue to fight the scourge of 

gender-based violence? Will our children look back on our collective action and say that, 

as a result, the country is a safer place for them and their children? 

Annemarie Paulin-Campbell -The Jesuit Institute 

This week: a Prayer for 

Women: 

O God who took on human flesh 

  and whose care for us is  

  painstaking and joyful, 

We praise you for your love in creation 

  and for making all people in  

  your image. 

We thank you for the gift of human  

  relationships and for the gifts of  

  women 

 for the richness and range of  

  their influence 

  in society, in the church, in our  

  family life. 

We pray for women throughout the  

  world 

  and especially for those weighed  

  down by poverty and anxiety, 

  for those who are exploited and  

  subject to violence,  

 for those whose hearts are  

  hardened by bitterness and  

  ambition. 

May all women know your healing  

  embrace and your energetic  

  power. 

With all people, may they be enabled to  

  use their gifts 

  and work with  you to make all  

  things new. 

Amen. 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Janette Ross who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

9 August 2020 

We will be running an Alpha Online 
course - starting in September and it will 
run for 11 weeks. Being online—anyone 
can join, one doesn’t need to be 
geographically close to us. 

If you have done Alpha and would be 
prepared to help as a group facilitator or 
in any way, please let John Browne  know, 
or email admin@stluke.co.za . Training for 
Alpha Online is available. 

• Please pray for this initiative, which 
will be easily accessible for anyone, 
anywhere, as long as they have 
internet connection. 

• Pray for John Browne who will 
be coordinating it and those who 
have already indicated they are 
willing to be part of it. . 

• Pray that the people that God 
wants to be there will register and 
join. 

• Pray that leaders and facilitators 
will come forward to assist. 

Reading for today 

Theme: Ruth—an overview 

Readings” Ruth 1 
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Prayer Focus 
This is the day the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it! Wherever 
we are, however we feel in this Covid period, we will rejoice and be glad as we 
worship You, our God our Father. 
We thank you for Your constant presence and care, even when we are not 

conscious of it – even as you were with Naomi, caring for her and guiding her, 

working out a future she could never have dreamed of. 

We bless You Father for all that speaks to us of You in the beauty of the world 

around us and the community of which we are a part, and we pray for those 

who are at St. Luke’s – keeping the community visible and functioning in the 

area, meeting many and varied needs  and drawing us together in worship and 

fellowship as we are apart. 

We pray for President Cyril Ramaphosa and his family. Keep them safe in the 

difficult situation in the country and in the wider world, lead and guide him to 

wise decisions. Give him the boldness and courage to carry them out, and also 

supportive colleagues. 

Forgive O Lord the corruption and selfishness rife in these days and bring our 

people and leaders back to your ways. 

Give wisdom and guidance in the areas of healthcare, education, housing and 

employment. 

Father our hearts reach out to the people of Lebanon in their pain. Draw near 

to them and bless and guide those who are seeking to help.  

We pray especially for the Bishops of Jerusalem and Cypress & The Gulf who 

will be greatly involved in the care and restoring of Lebanon – physically, 

emotionally and spiritually. 

Like the four who laid their friend at the feet of Jesus we bring to You the 

poor, the homeless, the hungry, the angry and frustrated, the children who 

are confused and afraid and the youth who see no future hope. Many are 

lonely. Come to them Lord and surprise them with your presence. 

We remember those in need of your healing touch, especially Carol Grauman, 

Janette Ross (much better!), Liz Zylstra, Penny Metcalf. 

Comfort the bereaved, especially Hilda, Keabetswe and the rest of the Namo family 

on the death of their dad and granddad Rantithi Namo. 

Be with those who are celebrating birthdays Carol Dixon, Janet Poole & Sarah 

Myerscough (9 Aug), Leon Barron, Channel Rehman, Cosmas Muchinguri & Julie 

Whitlock (10 Aug), Jane Chocho & Angela Mhlanga (11 Aug), Cornelia Barron (14 

Aug) and Dana Low (15 Aug)  without friends and family. (If you know their 

numbers, why not give them a call?) 

May we hear You say: “I am with you!”, and may we all remember: ”We are family, 

we are one”. 

Amen 


