
Our readings today – including the new 

testament reading set, but not used, - Romans 

14:1-12 - pick up on not just living with or loving 

our neighbour but on what it means to be 

rooted in community such that we also protect 

them and what we have in common. This 

follows the example of the Creator who 

protected and liberated his people from the 

hand of the Egyptians and brought about their 

salvation - rooting them in a free and liberated 

community, giving as we noted last week, a set 

of rules to live by that would continue the loving 

and protecting as they lived together. Paul in 

Romans is saying look beyond the issue of the 

day and see the person and do not judge whilst 

the debt parable in the gospel also points us to 

a way of liberating others to live well in 

community – the focus being on forgiveness. 

But what if our neighbour is not just the person 

in front of us but also our own plant earth – a 

gift given for us to not only enjoy but to protect. 

How are we doing that when we still produce 

mountains of plastic waste, fail to use more ‘eco

-friendly’ fuel options, waste water every day 

and throw away more food than we really 

should. Our call is to be better stewards and not 

just point the finger at others. 

In the words of Pope Francis, let us hear the 

“Cry of the poor and the Cry of the Earth’ and 

commit to both  

                                                                     Lynda 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Rose Nourse who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

13 September 2020 

Alpha Online began last week—Wednesday  9 

September. Please pray for John Browne 

(coordinator), the leaders, the helpers, and the 

participants (51 have registered!)  

Please pray too that technology behaves and that 

everyone registered manages with Zoom and all the 

tech needed! 

Please note that due to Alpha there will be no 

Bible Study for then next 11 weeks. Readings for today 

Rooted in Community 

Reading Exodus 14:19-31 

Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 

The Collect 

Lord you called your people out of  

  Egypt 

to new purpose and responsibility in  

  the Promised Land. 

Bind us together in care for each other 

and deepen in us our vocation 

to care for the community of life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen 

From our Green Anglican Rep: 
Once again, the plight of Covid has struck terror into us as South Africans as the GDP drops 

below -50%. BUT GOD! 

It is the season of creation and God has blessed His people in the past and He will continue to 

do so, as we are reminded in the new covenant between us and God. 

During the time that the Israelites were escaping the grip of the Egyptians, God promised 

them land. The land He promised them land fell within the fertile crescent, an area frequently 

studied by archaeologists, because it is the home of modern civilizations. God blessed them 

with an area where they could establish themselves as a community again, where He will be 

their God and they could freely be His people. God can do this again in our context! 

Because of Covid, we find ourselves perhaps struggling to make ends meet financially or just 

struggling to make it through each day without an emotional breakdown. But we are God's 

people, He will be there for us, all we need is faith, faith like a mustard seed.  

Since it is Spring time, why not go out into your garden and plant some vegetables, meditate 

while doing so and give thanks to God that we are able to do these things. Plant enough 

vegetables for your family and your neighbours as defined in last week's bulletin. Take some 

time out to acknowledge the miracles God has blessed us 

with, take solace in what we have and the power God has 

over our lives and nature. Once your vegetables have 

ripened give thanks for the harvest, take enough to enjoy 

with your family and the rest donate to your neighbours in 

need and the soup kitchen as praise and thanksgiving to 

God.  

God and His love for us will always prevail, we just need to practice our faith. 



Prayer Focus 
It’s with joy in my heart that I greet You Lord.  The season of winter has been 

beset with Covid and we’ve all felt a bit bleak.  We look to You and thank you 

for the love and care you have bestowed on us, and the light and anticipation 

that now appears with the hope of Spring.  Glory to You Lord. 

As we pray for the Church throughout the world we thank You for the leaders 

we have, who have guided us and kept us close to You by innovation, using the 

current tools of communication. Keep them strong, filled with love. 

We thank you Lord for the bounty of Your earth, our agriculture sector has 

cultivated your seeds and we will be able to feed our population with the 

produce.  Let us be grateful. 

For the nations of this world we ask for extra help to bind us as one, so that 

we may all benefit from vaccines and that we can share equitably the 

resources that have been developed to fight disease and restore the world to 

fruitful environment. 

Grant wisdom, as of Solomon, to the rulers of the world to bring governments 

of the people to caring and sharing that all may seek the common good.  For 

our “Command Council” give extra insight to our needs and introduce 

compassionate laws. 

Touch our families and friends with a gentle kiss of love to remind them that 

we are still together and caring for each other. As rules are lifted for socialising 

let us all remain sensible and remember that this may be a silent disease, so 

we need to protect others from infection from us, rather than be 

overwhelmed with fear that they might infect us. 

For all who are in despair, need, sick or hungry, give steadfast trust in your 

love. Let us donate a meal or some clothes, a bar of soap perhaps to lift their 

spirits and know that we do it in Your Name. 

For those who have died grant comfort to their families and friends who might 

not have been with them at the moment of leaving the earth, remind them 

that You hold them in your arms in the state of perpetual light and love. 

Father we go into another week with Your Hope and blessings on us, grant us 

peace and joy to share with all with whom we come in contact. 

Amen 

Soup makers 

Thank you for your wonderful generosity! But due to your wonderful providing of 

soup, we have run out of storage space! Please don’t bring any more soup for the 

next 2 weeks so that we can use all our stock., We will let you know when we need 

to replenish it. 

Prayers for those with birthdays 

and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those 

who have birthdays this week:  Andile 

Mazwai (13 Sept), Phyl Emett  & 

Madeleine Pearce (14 Sept), Graham 

Edwards & Glen Melville (15 Sept), 

Nelly Mahone, John Vice & Kirsten 

Whitlock (16 Sept), Margaret 

Kusambiza &  Yvonne Phoshoko and 

Maria Mokaba & Shelley Sherlock (19 

Sept); and those celebrating their 

wedding anniversaries Mervyn & 

Trudy Low (17 Sept 1994), and Jimmy 

& Sarah Myerscough  (19 Sept 2009) 

(if you have their numbers why not 

give them a call?) 

Important Note: 

The Diocese is considering Contact 

Services from the beginning of October. 

The Leadership of St. Luke’s is looking at 

the implications—and we have sent out 

an email—thank you to those who have already responded—we look forward to all 

the responses. If you are unable to fill in the answers on the actual email—please 

just email us with your answers, Shirley will populate the spreadsheet. 

The PRESS-ON  Ironing Service 

is back up and running again! 
Mondays & Wednesdays 

Drop off your ironing between  

07h00 &10h00 

R20.00 per kilogram 

Please support this initiative! 

Note re Birthdays ... 

Some people have asked why their 

children’s birthdays have not been put 

in the bulletin.  

The current software doesn't list the 

children’s birthdays to comply with the 

protection of children.  

We would like to include children, so if 

you are happy for your children (or 

grandchildren) to be on the list please 

send us their birthdates. 


