
Pentecost 14 / Creation 1 

Spring is officially here (though the first 

two days appeared to have been left in 

winter).  The weather is warming, trees 

are greening and the flowers are 

blooming.  Looking around reminds us of 

how wonderful the world is that God as 

put us in and asked us to care for. 

September is also the “Season of 

Creation” in the Anglican church – where 

we look more closely at our world and 

how we live in it.  As we look around us 

we realise that the challenge is great, 

and getting greater all the time. 

The Gospel calls us to love God with 

everything we are, to follow Christ more 

closely each day and be open to the 

empowering of the Holy Spirit within us.  

As we do this it affects how we live our 

lives and relate to the people around us, 

who we now know as “neighbour”, and 

how we treat the creation that God has 

entrusted to us. 

Ian  

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Mpumi Sishi who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

6 September 2020 

Alpha Online begins this week—Wednesday  9 

September. Please pray for John Browne 

(coordinator), the leaders, the helpers, and the 

participants (51 have registered!)  

Please pray too that technology behaves and that 

everyone registered manages with Zoom and all the 

tech needed! 

Please note that due to Alpha there will be no Bible 

Study for then next 11 weeks. Readings for today 

 

Reading Romans 13:8-14  

Gospel Matthew 18:15-20  

The Collect 

Lord of all existence  

Of land and sea and sky  

Fish and fowl and butterfly  

Help us to find each other  

     in the fellowship of created beings  

And to celebrate our diversity  

In love and praise of you,  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord  

Amen 

From our Green Anglican Rep: 

It is Spring in the southern hemisphere; we’ve had the first rain and we can practically 

hear the grass growing and soon the fragrance of Spring will be all around us. Covid 

19 appears to be in retreat praise God and on level 2 we can start travelling and 

enjoying the outdoors.  

Perhaps with all these positives we could start to reconnect with our neighbours too, 

beyond our high walls and electric fences to gather together (please mind social 

distancing) in our green belts in suburbia. 

We will definitely be experiencing many more beautiful fragrant Spring days, together 

with our neighbours let’s take some time out from Covid and our return to normalcy 

with the stressors that has brought. Let’s experience nature as God intended walk 

barefoot on some grass, run through some puddles and feel the mud squishing 

between our toes. Feel connected with nature and remember everything nature has 

to offer. 

Take time to meditate on our responsibility to nature 

so that many more generations can experience and 

enjoy the grass, the puddles and the squishy mud. 

Let’s ask how we can do more to recycle, use water 

wisely and be more “green aware” in our homes, 

using this as a form of praise and thanksgiving to 

God? 

Enjoy the Spring everyone, this will be a very special 

one as we trust God to bring us completely through 

the challenges of 2020. 

Important Note: 

The Diocese is considering 

Contact Services from the 

beginning of October. The 

Leadership of St. Luke’s is 

looking at the implications—

and we will be sending out an 

email in the coming week. 



Prayer Focus 
Praise: 

Pass the gates…Through the courts…Holy, Holy, Holy….Through Jesus Christ we 
approach Your throne with bold confidence, giving You thanks and praise. 

As we serve you LORD, we call out Holy Is the LORD God Almighty! Creator of 
everything that is – the seen and the unseen.  

In Your wisdom You created man in Your image and You blessed us. A blessing that is 
irrevocable; whether man knows it or not. You give breath to man and Spirit to those 
who walk in it. In Your hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all 
mankind.  

You determined the dimensions of the foundations of the earth. You command the 
morning star to appear and cause dawn to rise in the east. The movement of the stars 
at night is directed by You. You provide food for the ravens when their young cry out 
to You and wonder about in hunger. 

In Your glory and splendour, Your honour and majesty – You humiliate the proud and 
bury them in dust never to rise no more.  

Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour, for You created all 
things and by Your will they exist and are sustained. 

By Your Grace, allow our praise to be pleasing to You and as we look to You may we be 
made aware of Your Spirit hovering over all of creation.   

Nothing is too hard for You. Nothing is impossible for You. All things are possible with 
You.  

Our Parish: 

Father, we know You are not deaf to our prayers nor blind to the our sufferings; help 
us to not lose heart while we are waiting for answers from You. Help us to still say 
Amen when You speak…to whatever You say whether we like it or not. Let this be our 
humble response, in spite of whatever we “think” is going on and in spite of whatever 
Your enemies do to cause us distress. At times they terrify us, largely because we are 
spoilt… You treat us like pet doves but they mistreat us. But, You, O God, You rescue 
us from them all.  

Grant us the grace to put things in perspective and to put You and Your sovereignty in 
perspective. 

We pray Father, for your comfort and peace to be with Julie Faber and her family 
following the death of her sister Wendy Else; John Judy, Jenny Zylstra and the rest of 
the family following the death of Liz; and Maria Mokaba and her family following the 
death of her mom Agnes. 

Our Country & the World: 

God Almighty, nothing can thwart Your plans. When it is time for You to act none can stop 
You…as the world is in struggle with the corona virus help us to remember Your sovereignty. 
Help us to remember that all this is passing and it will come to an end. But in the meantime 
help the world leaders and our country’s leaders to do what is right according to Your 
standards, which every man knows in their hearts. 

In Your mercy and compassion please provide for the needs of all who have lost their source 
of income. Protect the weak and vulnerable. Comfort all who have suffered losses. Grant 
peace to those who are battling to come to terms with the situations they are faced with. 

Thought for the week ahead: 

There are some things people cannot do, but God can do anything.  

Amen 

Prayers for those with birthdays 

and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those 

who have birthdays this week:  Katie 

Shepherd (7 Sept), Ntsebe Modiselle 

& Spha Sithole (8 Sept), Fumane 

Matsoso (10 Sept), Elsbeth Galloway 

& Olga Goncalves (12 Sept); and those 

celebrating their wedding anniversary 

Elijah & Khushu Koloti (6 Sept 2008), 

(if you have their numbers why not 

give them a call?) 

The PRESS-ON  Ironing Service 

is back up and running again! 
Mondays & Wednesdays 

Drop off your ironing between  

07h00 &10h00 

R20.00 per kilogram 

Please support this initiative! 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Please change the ref for what you 

intend our donation for 

Note re Birthdays ... 

Some people have asked why their 

children’s birthdays have not been put 

in the bulletin.  

The current software doesn't list the 

children’s birthdays to comply with the 

protection of children.  

We would like to include children, so if 

you are happy for your children (or 

grandchildren) to be on the list please 

send us their birthdates. 


