
Living by Faith and Grace 

Moses, mightily used by God, knew God 

as scripture says, ‘face to face’. He saw 

the promised land but was not allowed 

to enter it. Joshua who was filled with 

the spirit of wisdom because Moses had 

laid his hands on him, led the Israelites 

to cross over. 

COVID 19 has taught  us that the many 

things we had hoped for, dreamed 

about and goals we had set before 

lockdown have not been made possible 

in 2020. We are to live by faith in this 

time of God’s favour and grace enabling  

another generation to know God to 

Fulfil His purposes. 

How close do you feel to God? Are you 

willing to free and help others in 

fulfilling their gifts and ministries? The 

apostles spent time with Jesus, and He 

released and empowered them to 

continue what He began to do and teach 

on earth. 

Let’s do it! 

     Chris  

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Anthony Still who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

25 October 2020 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Reference should be DG/COVID Fund 

Readings for today 

Pentecost 21 

1st Reading Deut 34:1-12 

Psalm Psalm 90 

Gospel Matthew 16:13-17 

The Collect 
Almighty God, 

your Son has shown us how to love one 

  another: 

let our love for you overflow into joyful  

  service 

and be a healing witness to our  

  neighbours; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen  

Dedicated Giving: 

As you wander around the shops and see the Christmas decorations going up and 
Christmas cake on the shelf, discussions begin about carols and the Christmas 
programme – you realise that the end of the year is rushing upon us and plans for 2021 
need to be made (even if they are all changed like they were this year). 

In the parish we need to pray about what God wants us to do, then to plan how we do it 
and how we can finance it.  To this end we ask people to think about making 
commitments with their Time and Talents and with their money.  Please see Ian’s letter 
in this regard emailed to the parish on Friday. 

Having used St Luke’s Day last week to thank our gracious and generous Father in 
heaven for all his goodness to us, we will use next Sunday – All Saints Day – to respond 
to his goodness and offer ourselves in his service.  Since we are again limited to 50 
people per service, not everyone will be able to be at the service on that day.  We are 
therefore planning to enable people to return their “Time and Talents Forms” and their 
“Dedicated Giving Form” via email.  (For those who will not easily be able to do this, we 
will have printed forms available from the office to help them.) 

An email (or a batch of 3 emails) will be sent out early next week with all the details 
spelled out.  If anything is not clear (or if you haven’t received them by Wednesday 
morning) please contact the office and we will gladly help you. 

The PRESS-ON  Ironing Service 

is back up and running again! 
Mondays & Wednesdays 

Drop off your ironing between  

07h00 &10h00 

R20.00 per kilogram 

Please support this initiative! 

Appeal from the Social Responsibility 

Portfolio (for use at the shower for 

the homeless) 

Please could you donate old bath towels 

or swimming towels for use at the shower 

facility provided by the church for 

homeless people. The towel can be left at 

the church office.  

Thank you. 



Prayer Focus: 

Father God 

We come before you as your children. We approach you as your adopted sons and 

daughters and not as slaves or beggars.  

We ask you Lord to hold up the community of St Luke’s. We are doing church in 

unusual times. Please help us to develop resilience, to know that this too shall 

pass, and that there will be some changes for the better that stay with us. Please 

give Ian and the leadership wisdom in discerning the way forward as we are slowly 

able to resume increased contact. Please also give strength to Bishop Steve as he 

steers the wider flock in our diocese.  

We pray that the church will demonstrate what it means to be united in Christ 

across the barriers of ethnicity and class and privilege. May we radiate the truth 

that we are all made in the image of God.  

We bring before you Lord those in leadership in our country. We thank you for the 

green shoots of increasing accountability, and for the courage it has taken to bring 

to book some of those guilty of malfeasance.  

We pray especially for the Finance Minister, Tito Mboweni, as he has to balance 

the many demands on the strained fiscus, and the pressures that he must feel in 

this regard.  

We pray especially for those who have lost their livelihoods over the past six 

months, or who are suffering from isolation or anxiety. May we be a comfort to 

them through prayer and in practical ways. We thank all those who have reached 

out to help someone, whether this is through one of the initiatives that we do 

through the church, or what we are called to do in private.  

May we all stay close to God so that we may hear His call to reach out to others in 

need.  

Prayers for those with 

birthdays and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those 

who have birthdays this week:  Robyn 

Gray & Din Hartopp (25 Oct), Nicole 

Black (26 Oct), Hailey Jansen (27 Oct), 

Wendy Miller & Amanda Nurcombe-

Thorne (28 Oct), Geoff Wattrus (29 Oct); 

and those celebrating their wedding 

anniversaries Julian & Harlaine Chandler 

(27 Oct 2012), (if you have their 

numbers why not give them a call?) 

Note re Birthdays ... 

Some people have asked why their 

children’s birthdays have not been put in 

the bulletin.  

To comply with the protection of children’s 

legislation, the current software doesn't list 

children’s birthdays  

We would like to include children, so if you 

are happy for your children (or 

grandchildren) to be on the list please send 

us their birthdates. 

Invitation to join the office staff  

for Morning prayer 

Every weekday morning from 08h30—09h00 

in the Church 

All welcome 

We pray for all those scholars and students who are entering the exam season after a 

most difficult year in which so many of the usual rites of passage have been abandoned. 

May they have clear heads for the exams, and hope in You for the next phases of their 

lives.  

Finally, may we too all be people of hope. It is the ultimate future in You that should 

shape our present. If we understand this then we too can radiate the love of God, and 

be the attractive difference, the salt and light in this world, that we are called to be.  

Amen 

 
 

Please keep Natalie (Joseph) &  

Nathan Martin getting married this 

weekend (25/10/20) in your prayers 



Thank you to everyone who has prayed and helped and shopped and given lifts while I’ve 

been nursing my broken shoulder. It has healed well and I am on the road again having 

been grounded since 2 June! 

As I have been out of it all – and have not been around to help all these months except at 

the services, I have done nothing of the practical work. So, I can tell you what I’ve seen – 

and that is the enormous amount of work that has gone into recording the services for 

Sunday. Tuesdays and Thursdays see Ian, Shirley, Courtney and Mervyn spending hours 

recording music, readers, sermons, prayers – all separately, to produce a service which has 

come together, visuals edited by Courtney, audio edited by Mervyn. Not to mention the 

daily Mulls – all these seem to have gone and wide – spreading blessing. 

So, a big thank you to all! 

And wasn’t St. Luke’s Day wonderful? 

Truly God is Good! 

Janette Ross 


