
Celebrating the feast of St Francis, we 
recognise how we are part of creation – 
together with brother sun and sister 
moon – bringing glory to God. 

Covid has highlighted our vulnerability 
and that we are not ‘masters’ of the 
world, but only stewards.  Something so 
tiny has had such a profound impact on 
all of life. We are reminded that all our 
life is in God’s hand. 

And as we begin moving into ‘contact 

worship’ again this month, we believe 

we are being led by God to new 

fruitfulness – not for our benefit, but for 

his glory  

Ian 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

4 October 2020 

Readings for today 

Pentecost 18 / Creation 5  

1st Reading Philippians 3: 4-14  

Gospel Matthew 21: 33-46  

The Collect 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, 

grant your people grace to renounce 

 gladly the vanities of this world; 

that, following the way of blessed Francis, 

we may for love of you delight in your 

 whole creation 

with perfectness of joy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

 ever. 

Amen 

A Word of Encouragement given 

to Yvonne Loizou during her 

prayer time a couple of weeks ago 

(she believes that this is for someone 

in our congregation) 

It’s to know my plan and purpose for 

your life. You know who you are. 

What your going through is not a Set 

Down but a Set Up, to make way for the 

change that’s  going on in your life. 

The platform I’m preparing for you will 

take you to another level I have 

purposed you for. Why do you keep on 

stepping out, dipping your toes into the 

waters, yet quickly stepping back into 

your safety zone, to which you know 

gives you a false sense of security, let 

go, it’s  not serving you, your fully 

aware its stagnant water. 

The generation coming up is so hungry 

for the supernatural, with  miracles, 

signs and wonders to follow,  which too 

excites you. This is your passion, the 

door is already open for you, dare to 

step out. Yes, its daunting, but I have 

empowered you to do the impossible!!! 

I need My remnant to journey with me 

taking you to places you couldn’t even 

comprehend. 

Don’t miss your season, don’t allow it to 

pass you by. 

Dare to let go,  I  will cause you to soar 

as an eagle . 

Psalm 19 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 

    night after night they reveal knowledge. 

3 They have no speech, they use no words; 

    no sound is heard from them. 

4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 

    their words to the ends of the world. 

    In the heavens God has pitched a tent for  

  the sun. 

5  It is like a bridegroom coming out of his  

    chamber, 

    like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 

6  It rises at one end of the heavens 

    and makes its circuit to the other; 

    nothing is deprived of its warmth. 

7   The law of the Lord is perfect, 

     refreshing the soul. 

    The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 

    making wise the simple. 

8 The precepts of the Lord are right, 

    giving joy to the heart. 

    The commands of the Lord are radiant, 

    giving light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is pure, 

    enduring for ever. 

The decrees of the Lord are firm, 

   and all of them are righteous. 

10 They are more precious than gold, 

    than much pure gold; 

    they are sweeter than honey, 

    than honey from the honeycomb. 

 



Prayer Focus: 

Father God, we look forward to meeting together again in worship and 

fellowship. 

As we do so we ask You to bless us with the guidance and wisdom and 

empowerment of Your Holy Spirit - for this will be a new journey with You. 

We pray too for Your protection against any interference and disruption from 

the evil one and his servants.  

Lord surround us with Your love and protection - covering the people, plant 

and purpose of this parish. So pour Your Spirit of Love and Light and Life into 

us that Your Name will continue to be glorified and praised here in and 

through all that we think and say and do. Lord reveal Your power and glory – 

in Jesus Name we ask, Amen.  

A Prayer for Teachers and Educators during the COVID Crisis (but applicable to all 

of us!) 

Father, 

This is the day You have made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. It doesn’t look like 

we thought it would look, nor will tomorrow and the days to come likely be 

executed in the way we expected and prepared for. Help us to see the good in 

each day. Help us to find reasons to rejoice and ways to be glad. Litter our lives 

with moments of laughter and light-heartedness, even in these extremely dark 

and trying times. Birthdays are still be celebrated each day. The sun keeps coming 

up, and You remain the same. We are created in Your image, God, to do good and 

great things to bring glory to Your name. Each one of us, both teacher and 

student, were created with specific purpose. Help teachers to have confidence in 

their craft. They were meant to teach, educate, coach, counsel and lead. They are 

needed, appreciated, and loved. Their work and their efforts are never in vain. 

When it is hard to see the good, grab our attention, Father. When we are sad and 

miss school, our normal routine, and our teammates and coaches, encourage our 

spirits. Sustain us through our very real fear of what is and will happen in our 

world, God. Remind us we are not alone, even when we feel isolated. 

Amen  

Prayers for those with birthdays 

and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those who 

have birthdays this week:  Anita Mokaba, 

Margaret Paton, Jennifer Thornton Smith  

(4 Oct), Aileen Nel (5 Oct), Pauline Hanna 

& Penny Mackrory (7 Oct), Jean Beaver  

(9 Oct), Bongiwe Beja, Wendy Berman & 

Margie Southey (10 Oct); and those 

celebrating their wedding anniversaries 

Gilbert & Wendy Miller (5 Oct 1985),  Ron 

& Pat Mackenzie (7 Oct 1950), Charles & 

Leona Sarjoo (7 Oct 1995) and Richard & 

Sue Cock (10 Oct 1984) (if you have their 

numbers why not give them a call?) 

Note re Birthdays ... 

Some people have asked why their 

children’s birthdays have not been put in 

the bulletin.  

The current software doesn't list the 

children’s birthdays to comply with the 

protection of children.  

We would like to include children, so if 

you are happy for your children (or 

grandchildren) to be on the list please 

send us their birthdates. 

Appeal from the Social Responsibility 

Portfolio (for use at the shower for 

the homeless) 

Please could you donate old bath towels 

or swimming towels for use at the shower 

facility provided by the church for 

homeless people. The towel can be left at 

the church office.  

Thank you. 

The Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your  

  peace, 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy;   

O Divine Master, 

Grant that I may not so much seek 

To be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love.   

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying that we are born to  

  eternal life.  


