
“Robert Louis Stevenson wrote: “To 

miss the joy is to miss all”  

Joy is so much more than happiness. It is 

the result of the experience of grace –

God’s unmerited favour and changeless 

love. Joy springs forth whenever we 

experience the intervention of the Lord 

– bringing good out of difficulties and 

multiplying our pleasures into blessings. 

He wants us to look for Him to invade 

the events of each day; to put joy in the 

joyless drudgery of life.   

(From L J Ogilvie) 

“I have told you this so that my joy may 

be in you  

and that your joy may be complete.”  

(John 15:11)  

     Jerry  

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Janette Ross who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

8 November 2020 

Readings for today 

Pentecost 23 

1st Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

Gospel Matthew 25: 1-13  

The Collect 

We thank you, Lord, 

That you did not leave us with out your  

  blessing. 

You have put a new song on our lips  

  and a new joy in our hearts. 

We praise you for a risen Saviour. 

We rejoice in a living Lord: 

And offer our lives today in thankful  

  sacrifice to Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Morning of meditation and 

seeking God 

14 November 2020 

07h30 

(Online & at the Church ) 

This year has been something of a ‘roller 

coaster’ and now we have to think about 

2021! 

So we are inviting people to take some 

time out of next Saturday morning (or 

some other convenient time if you use the 

online version offered) to stop, seek God’s 

face, reflect on the year past and seek 

guidance for the year ahead.  This will be 

applicable to your personal life, and also a 

time of praying for corporate guidance for 

the parish. 

Please join us in the church and gardens at 

07h30 if you are able, or else join us 

virtually from your own garden or home. 

Thursday Morning Service 

We have started our mid week, Thursday 

morning service again @ 09h30.  

Please call the office (011-728-7015)

during the week to reserve your seat. 

All welcome 

The Rose of Sharon 

would like to thank all at 

St Luke's for their 

generous support of 

buckets of groceries that 

have been distributed to 

old destitute folks at Christmas time 

each year.  

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 we 

are unable to do our usual Christmas 

Outreach.  We are therefore asking 

the congregation to support the 

outreach by donating funds in lieu of 

buckets of groceries. The funds will 

be used to buy grocery vouchers 

which will be given to the various 

Ministers of the 8 needy churches 

Rose of Sharon supports and 

nurtures.  The ministers will in turn 

distribute the vouchers to the 

neediest and destitute in their 

congregations.   

Galatians 6:10 reads: 

“So then as we have opportunity, let 

us do good to everyone, and 

especially to those who are of the 

household of faith”  

Many thanks and every blessing from 

us both 

Gavin and Des Campbell  

(and all at Rose of Sharon Ministries) 



Prayer Focus: 

As we think of joy today, let us remember with gratitude that the joy of the Lord is 

our strength and pray that the Holy Spirit will enable us to face and deal with the 

needs, fears, and problems of daily life and service in that joy. 

• We pray for leaders in church and nation that we may be so governed that 

we may live in peace and freedom to serve God and His kingdom. 

And as we thank God for the Midday Mull, which encourages so many near 

and far, we pray for the faithful preaching of God’s Word and for Ian as he 

leads us. 

We pray for Shirley, Maria, Meshack, Wendy & Sam and all who keep St. 

Luke’s together in these days. 

• We pray for outcome of the American election – for a peaceful and 

respectful transfer and that God will bless and use America in fulfilling His 

purposes. 

As we continue to pray for South Africa we ask for God’s guidance and 

protection over President Ramaphosa as he deals with corruption and 

violence, and carries his responsibility in the African Union. 

For our matrics writing exams after a very difficult year: for stability, clear 

thinking, and hoped-for results, and we pray especially for students who are 

dealing with it all alone, without family. 

• For our courts, magistrates, lawyers and judges and especially we pray 

stamina and wisdom for Judge Raymond Zondo. 

We ask for God’s guidance in deciding on a successor for the Chief Justice. 

We pray against the violence so prevalent in all areas of society. For victims, 

perpetrators and police. 

• As we thank God that we are able to come back to a measure of worship in 

church we pray that we may realise that wherever we worship ‘in church’ or 

at home, we are church, we are the body of Christ in the world.  

Prayers for those with 

birthdays and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those 

who have birthdays this week:  Basil 

Teubes (11 Nov), Jill Denham & 

Themba Kunene (12 Nov), Ros 

Armstrong, Heather Dalgleish & 

Carolyn Lee (13 Nov) 

If you have their numbers why not 

give them a call? 

• For those who are dealing with unemployment, homelessness, poverty, and 

bereavement – and for all those who help them, especially Val and the St. Luke’s 

Covid Team. We thank God for them and we give thanks for all those who so 

generously provide financially for this work. 

• We thank God for all the gifts and talents he has given us, personally and as a 

community, and we pray that he will guide each one of us to know and offer our 

gifts to his service. 

• We pray for the sick in body and mind, and for all medical and hospital clinic staff 

as they cope with their work amidst stress. We thank God for his hand of 

protection and health on our congregation. 

• And in the joy of the Lord, we thank Him that we are free to give thanks – that His 

goodness makes us praise him! 

Amen 

A prayer for peacemakers 

History can inspire or trap. 

Walls can protect or divide. 

Words can encourage or inflame. 

Power can free or destroy. 

Touch can comfort or violate. 

Peace can be shared or withheld. 

Gracious God, on this day, 

when we remember past and present  

  conflicts, 

we pray for the divided peoples of the world, 

that leaders, governments and each one of us 

may use our resources, 

our opportunities and our lives 

in the service of reconciliation, 

for the sake of future generations 

and to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 


