
Each of the four Sundays in Advent 

reminds us of those who prepared for 

the coming of Christ. The third Sunday 

focuses on John, who proclaimed the 

Saviour. 

 

God our Father, 

you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in  

  their old age 

 a son called John. 

He grew up strong in spirit, 

prepared the people for the coming of  

  the Lord, 

and bap%zed them in the Jordan to  

  wash away their sins. 

Help us, who have been bap%zed into  

  Christ, 

to be ready to welcome him into our  

  hearts, 

and to grow strong in faith by the power  

  of the Spirit. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

the light who is coming into the world. 

Amen. 

 

Ian 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Jane(e Ross who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep mee�ng together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

13 December 2020 

Readings for today 

Third  Sunday of Advent 

1st Reading 1 Thess 5: 16—24 

Gospel John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

Together  Luke 1:46-55  

The Collect 

God of hope and joy, 

you sent John the Bap%st 

to announce the coming of your Son; 

inspire all who serve in your Church 

to prepare for his coming again 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever 

Amen. 

Please do not give money to anyone 

asking for money a0er the services or at any 

%me at St. Luke’s.  Please refer anyone 

asking to one of the staff. 

Prayer Ministry will be available 

a0er the Sunday Morning Services in 

the Hall. 

With all the pressures and 

challenges that we face remember 

that the God of Glory has a blessing 

for you. 

He listens even to the depths of your 

spirit. 

Prayers for those with birthdays 

and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those who 

have birthdays this week: Olivia Komako (14 

Dec), Beryl Bailey & Elizabeth Lane (15 Dec), 

Glenys Browne (19 Dec) & Carol Beadle (9 

Dec), ; and those with anniversaries Bruce & 

Janet McMurray (13 Dec 1958), Steven & 

Olga Goncalves (14 Dec 1985), Noko & 

Dimakatso Makgato ( 15 Dec 2001), Peter & 

Amanda Nurcombe-Thorne (15 Dec 2012),  

Kirshan & Robyn Ruthunsamy (15 Dec 

2012), Stephen & Nicole Black (16 Dec 

1989), Digby & Christa Young (17 Dec 1994), 

Freddy & Pauline Why (18 Dec 1994)  

Why not give them a call? 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Reference should be DG / COVID 

Fund / Rose of Sharon  

Appeal for volunteers 

We are looking for volunteers to 

help serve soup to the jobless and 

homeless people on Thurs 24 

December between 08:00 & 10:00. 

We are also looking for extra help at 

the soup kitchen this Thursday 17 

December.  Some of our regular 

volunteers will be away at this %me.  

Contact the  office for more 

informa%on (011-728-7015) 



Prayer Focus     

At this special season of Advent may we pause in the busyness and reflect on the 

Coming One, Immanuel, God with us. 

You are the Lord of Glory 

You are the King of kings 

You are the Son of Righteousness 

With healing in your wings 

We pray Lord that you will indeed rise with healing over a world caught in the fear 

and uncertainty caused by Covid. 

Have mercy Lord, bring us through and make us healers. 

We pray for healing where earthquake, famine, flood and human neglect, abuse and 

strife cause suffering to those you love. 

Restore life and security to those who have fled their homes as refugees due to 

strife, famine and flood – Syria, Ethiopia, Armenia, India.  May we make this land a 

place where such refugees and exiles can feel safe and welcome, remembering that 

you too were a refugee. 

We pray for our leaders that we may be so governed that we are able to live, serve 

and minister.  Specially we pray for President Cyril Ramaphosa - give him strength 

wisdom, encouragement and hope. 

Help us so to deal with the Covid reality that we may help and encourage those who 

live in fear and isola%on. 

We thank you Father and pray for doctors, nurses and all who have carried and s%ll 

carry the burden of the pandemic – not just physically but emo%onally and 

spiritually. 

We pray for the police and the difficult role they have to play especially with the 

extra demands of the holiday season and traffic.  Give them wisdom, strength and, 

where needed, even gentleness. 

Lord we pray for the media in these days of uncertainty, fake news and fear 

mongering.  Guide and use for good those who write what we read and produce what 

we see and hear. 

For our children and young people we pray – give them a sense of your love and care 

and the promise of a future and hope in spite of how things look and feel now. And 

Lord give strength, wisdom, love and pa%ence to parents, teachers, youth workers 

and carers.  

We pray for families, thanking you for those who are ‘whole’ and praying for healing 

and restora%on for the ‘broken’ and ‘fatherless’ families, especially in this Christmas 

season. May there be those who can point them to the Heavenly Father. 

Lord, the economic situa%on has forced many into unemployment, poverty and 

homelessness. Help us find ways to meet the needs of those who are par%cularly 

vulnerable. 

We thank you Lord for the life and ministry of the church and pray your blessing on 

Bishop Steve, Archbishop Thabo and on our own clergy and leaders in St. Luke’s. Bless 

and encourage the ministry of the Covid Team and con%nue to use Ian’s Midday Mull 

to bring blessing in South Africa and overseas.  

Lord bless the ministry of the Christmas services.  We ask your blessing on the Carol 

Service tonight – may our presence and worship be a blessing to our neighbourhood, 

and may all who share in the services go out with a deep sense of Immanuel, God with 

us, into the days and year ahead. 

We pray for the sick, the lonely and the fearful - may they know your healing 

presence. 

And for the coming days and the year ahead 

Lead us LORD lead us in your righteousness 

Make your ways plain before us 

And keep us close to you.  Amen 


