
The Majesty of God  

J I Packer in his book Knowing God makes 

the telling point that “The Christian instincts 

of trust and worship are stimulated very 

powerfully by knowledge of the greatness of 

God… This is knowledge which Christians 

today largely lack: and that is one reason 

why our faith is so feeble and our worship so 

flabby”. He goes on to say thats modern 

people tend to have great thoughts of 

themselves and small thoughts of God. 

J B Philips said much the same in his book 

Your God Is Too Small. And the Psalmist said 

of the Israelites that “They did not believe in 

God or trust in His deliverance” 

These beg the question ‘Who and What is 

God to me?’ Is He merely a nominal concept 

or does the thought of Him cause me to 

pause with something like a spine-tingling 

sense of awe and wonder and the impulse 

to fall to my knees.  For as the Psalmist 

reminds us “The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom.” And whether he 

means terror or holy awe the effect is much 

the same – in His presence you remove your 

shoes! 
Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Rose Nourse who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

Soup for Soup Kitchen 

If you would like to contribute Vegetable 

Soup to our soup kitchen that  operates on 

a Thursday morning, please freeze it in 2 

litre ice cream containers so that they are 

easy to stack. 

Please make the soup as thick as possible, 

so that our team will need to only add 

water, meat and seasoning to make the 

required amount to feed the people who 

come each week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

17 January 2021 

Readings for today 

Knowing God (2) 

1st Reading Hebrews 1:1-3  

Psalm  139 

Gospel Matthew 8: 23-27  

The Collect 

Lord, our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in all the  

  earth! 

You have set your glory 

in the heavens. 

When I consider your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place, 

what is mankind that you are mindful  

  of them, 

human beings that you care for them? 

Amen. 

Sermon Series 

God has brought us to a new place through 

2020, and he will keep leading in 2021. 

To remind ourselves of who God is, his 

being and nature, AND THE PRACTICAL 

REALITIES OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH 

HIM, we will have a series of teachings on 

“Knowing God” (based on the book of the 

same name by JI Packer). 

From Sunday 10 January to the week 

before Palm Sunday we will discover more 

about God and ourselves in Sunday 

Sermon teachings, midweek Bible Studies 

and Home group discussions—please email 

admin@stluke.co.za to get your name on 

the list. The online Bible Study will be put 

onto our YouTube channel for those 

unable to join the weekly sessions. 

If you can obtain a copy of the book it is 

worth reading and having. 

Psalm 139:5—10 NLT 
5 You go before me and follow me. 

    You place your hand of blessing on  

  my head. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

    too great for me to understand! 

7 I can never escape from your Spirit! 

    I can never get away from your  

 presence! 
8 If I go up to heaven, you are there; 

    if I go down to the grave, you are there. 
9 If I ride the wings of the morning, 

    if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 

    and your strength will support me. 

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Reference: DG / COVID Fund /  

Rose of Sharon  

Knowing God by JI Packer 

The Church will be placing a bulk order 

early next week for the book at R 150 per 

copy. If you would like one please let the 

office know as soon as possible. 



Note re Birthdays ... 

Some people have asked why their children’s 

birthdays have not been put in the bulletin.  

To comply with the protection of children’s 

legislation, the current software doesn't list 

children’s birthdays  

We would like to include children, so if you 

are happy for your children (or grandchildren) 

to be on the list please send us their 

birthdates. 

Prayers for those with 

birthdays and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those who 

have birthdays this week: Paul Hartopp (18 

Jan), Tammy Warman (19 Jan), Ed Southey 

(20 Jan), Sandra Fleurs and Don MacRobert  

& Natalie Martin (21 Jan) and Jan Wetselaar 

(22 Jan); and those with anniversaries Alan & 

Jill Lawson (22 Jan 1955) 

Why not give them a call? 

Prayer Focus     

Dear Lord, 

At the start of this new year we face the challenge of looking forward in hope - Your 

hope of light and newness, 

Lord be with us. 

Let us not be dragged down by the darkness of what has passed, it is now old, we 

know what to expect, 

Lord be with us. 

It is normal to wear masks, sanitise and social distance, just do it Look beyond these 

bounds and see what we can do to assist those who need support. 

Lord be with us. 

Let the children laugh and play again so that they can manage their learning and not 

feel themselves victims. 

Lord be with them. 

The wonder of “Church Unusual” reminds us that while we are all spread out across 

the parish, You are with each one of us wherever we are. Let us spread Your 

presence to all around us. 

Lord be with us. 

As you stilled the storm, so you still the challenges in this world. 

Father we thank You. 

Amen 

The PRESS-ON  Ironing Service 

is back up and running again! 
Mondays & Wednesdays 

Drop off your ironing between  

07h00 &10h00 

R20.00 per kilogram 

Please support this initiative! 


