
God Only Wise 

God has both the infinite wisdom to know 

what he wants to achieve for His creation 

and the individuals within it - and the 

absolute power to achieve what He desires. 

Nothing in our corporate or individual lives 

is unknown to Him or unexpected and He 

uses everything to bring out His desired 

results for us (as individuals, for His Church 

and for creation as a whole.) 

Our characters, our histories, our present 

and our future are an open book to Him and 

He has fully provided for our welfare both 

now and throughout eternity. Nothing can 

frustrate, delay or change His plan and 

purpose for us because, knowing the end 

from the beginning He has provided for 

everything. 

No matter how challenging or difficult our 

situations or journeys might be at times He 

will keep His promise to be with us always 

and to bring both personal and corporate 

good out of it all  

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Janette Ross who wrote 

our prayer page (next page) this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

24 January 2021 

Readings for today 

Knowing God (3) 

1st Reading Romans 11: 33-36  

Psalm  Psalm 111: 1-10  

Gospel John 15:5-17  

The Collect 

Almighty God, 

who alone can bring order 

to the unruly wills and passions of sinful 

humanity: 

give your people grace 

so to love what you command 

and to desire what you promise, 

that, among the many changes of this 

world, 

our hearts may surely there be fixed 

where true joys are to be found; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Psalm 111 
1 Praise the Lord.  

I will extol the Lord with all my heart 

    in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 
2 Great are the works of the Lord; 

    they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 

    and his righteousness endures for ever. 
4 He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 

    the Lord is gracious and compassionate. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant for ever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    giving them the lands of other nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established for ever and ever, 

    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He provided redemption for his people; 

    he ordained his covenant for ever – 

    holy and awesome is his name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 

    To him belongs eternal praise. 
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Note re Birthdays ... 

Some people have asked why their 

children’s birthdays have not been put in 

the bulletin.  

To comply with the protection of 

children’s legislation, the current 

software doesn't list children’s birthdays  

We would like to include children, so if 

you are happy for your children (or 

grandchildren) to be on the list please 

send us their birthdates. 

Prayers for those with 

birthdays and anniversaries: 

We pray for and celebrate with those 

who have birthdays this week: Anna 

Hansel (27 Jan) and Heather Dixon-

Seager (30 Jan); and those with 

anniversaries Rob & Megan Harker (27 

Jan 1990), Clive & Shirley Lacy (27 Jan 

1990) and Glen & Glynis van der Watt 

(27 Jan 1979) 

Why not give them a call? 

Prayer Focus     

Deuteronomy 29: 29:  The secret things belong to the Lord our God but the things revealed 

belong to us and to our children” 

As we come to pray we are full of questions and uncertainties. As we read and watch the 

news these are strengthened – let us live in the assurance that what we don’t know, 

especially in these Covid times, God does know, and we do know that our God is eternal, 

unchanging, all knowing, all powerful and revealed in Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  May we 

grow in and share His peace. 

Father God, as we come into Your presence, with our prayers, it is in the confidence that the 

God we know in Scripture and see in Jesus is our God and we commit to praising Him and 

serving Hm forever. 

We pray for the world, full of fear, suffering, hatred and questioning. Grant, O Lord, that the 

world may turn to You. You are merciful and loving in the face of sin and rebellion. You are 

forgiving and even in Your holiness Your desire is to be a merciful and loving Father God to all 

who will turn to You. 

We pray for the Church that, knowing ourselves to be Your people called by Your name, we 

may repent and turn from our sin, that clothed in Your character of holiness and love we may 

be used by You to heal the land, remembering that ‘the land’ includes our cities as well as the 

country and agricultural areas. 

We pray for our leaders in church and state that we may be led in ways of godliness, honesty 

and integrity. Father we pray especially for our president who often looks so tired. Refresh 

him Lord and draw him close to You and give him the wisdom and courage he needs. We 

pray for our spiritual leaders, especially Bishop Steve, and Ian here at St. Luke’s, that we may 

be led in Your ways and that looking to You we may be radiant and others will be drawn to 

you. 

At this time of transition we pray for America. Bless, guide and protect the new leadership, 

strengthen faith and give that resolve which will seek, find and carry out your will in your 

way. Bless with unity where there is division and use Your church to reveal Jesus and His love. 

For those who serve our communities in health, education, policing, business and all areas of 

government and national life, may they serve with honour and in truth. We name before you 

in our hearts those we know, representing the many we don’t know – Lord you know them. 

We pray very specially for the hospitals and medical people who are so strained and 

overworked. Give them peace as they are concerned for their families and guide into peace 

those nurses and others who are at present without work. 

We pray for families, especially those who have been forced into increasing insecurity, 

poverty and perhaps internal strife in these difficult days. Bless and comfort those separated 

from loved ones, parents, grandparents - may they hear you say “I know, I care and I am with 

you and them”. 

And for ourselves, Father, we pray. We are ‘the little people’, not world leaders, but still 

precious to You. We thank You for all Your blessings of family, friendship, fellowship, provision 

and protection. May we draw so close to You that, strengthened in ourselves, we are ready 

and willing for You to use us in ministering Your love and care. And as we are still in a measure 

of lockdown, help us to know how we can go out in prayer, by phone and notes to the lonely 

and fearful bringing Your touch and comfort. 

Where deed of mine can help this day 

To make the world a better place 

For people to be in  

Where word of mine can cheer a despondent heart 

Or brace a weak will 

Where prayer of mine can hasten the coming of Christ’s kingdom 

There let me do and speak and pray 

  From A Diary of Private Prayer by John Baillie 


