
When the conception of Jesus was 

announced to Joseph the angel told him 

that a son would be born who would be 

called Immanuel - God with us. The phrase 

may be emphasizing the truth of the gospel 

that God became a human being in Jesus 

Christ. It is also possible that Matthew is 

emphasizing that God was faithful to His 

promises in sending the Messiah to His 

people the Jews. 

 

He is ever faithful, and he is with us. 

 

Ian 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Glen & Glynis van der 

Watt who wrote our prayer page today 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

Christmas 2020 

Readings for today 

Christmas  

1st reading Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm  Psalm 98 

2nd reading Hebrews 1:1-4 

Gospel John 1:1-14 

The Christmas Collect 

O Christ, light of the world, 

Born into human pain and joy: 

let our celebration of your birth 

make us bold witnesses of your love; 

to the glory of God, Father, Son and Holy 

 Spirit 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen 

The Parish Office is closed and will reopen on 

4 January at 09h00 

If you need to get hold of us please contact 

us in the St. Luke’s Chat Group 



Prayer Focus for Christmas day 2020 

Our Father, King of Kings, Lord God, Creator of this earth with all its countries, 

peoples and natural beauty, Creator of this universe and the whole cosmos –  

Thank You – 

• That we can pray and relate to You as “Abba”, Daddy; 

• For everything in creation that You have made; 

• For the people You have put across our life paths; 

• For creating each one of us as “one of a kind”; 

• For loving us even though we do things that are not pleasing to You 

and don’t behave as children beloved of You. We also neglect and omit 

to do things that would glorify You; 

• That You love us soo much that You came to earth as Jesus to show us 

the way, to restore us to You by taking our sin and making atonement 

on and through the cross so that we can become Your sons and 

daughters, friends and citizens of Your Kingdom; 

• For Jesus who made it possible to pray this prayer. 

We pray for all those who don’t know You from their hearts and for who 

‘Christmas’ is only the ‘Festive Season’. Lord, show them Yourself and allow us 

to show them who You are through Your Spirit. 

Lord, You know the hurt and damage this Covid 19 virus with the lockdown and 

steps taken to combat its spread have caused, so we pray Your healing of our 

people and country. At the same time, Father, we enjoy the good that has come 

from this pandemic – the improvement in relationships between people and 

families, the opening to scrutiny of injustices, the emphasis on corruption and 

greed which steals resources from Your children, the acts of good people 

restoring Your justice to our nation, other countries and to all those who share 

the world with us.  

Only You can heal this nation and we earnestly pray that You will heal this 

wonderful country that You have entrusted us with. 

We know that as we, all the people of our land, accept Your love for us and seek 

Your will we will leave our sinful ways and humble ourselves before You, our 

land and people will be healed. 

You sent Jesus, whose birth we celebrate with great joy today, to, by example, 

show us all to follow Your Word so that we may be healed and blessed. 

In humble anticipation we lift all those to You who have suffered from, not only 

the Covid 19 and lockdown but also from everything else that this world inflicts 

on your children. We pray especially for healing, care and love to our doctors, 

nurses, care workers, teachers, shop assistants, NGOs, all workers, leaders, 

those where relationships have broken, those who have lost loved ones, and 

everyone else who have helped Your people before their own interests and 

health. Show them Your love Lord. 

We pray for guidance of our leaders – some have shown poor leadership of Your 

people – we ask that they look to You for guidance and follow Your ways. We 

thank you Lord, for those leaders who do follow Your ways and are guided by 

You, please give them more strength and encouragement as they strive against 

the sinful ways of the world.  

 

We thank you for Archbishop Thabo, Bishop Steve, Ian, Lynda, Jerry, Chris, 

Janette, the church council and all those who have been blessed with leadership 

and teaching positions. Thank You that they are not afraid to apply Your love to 

all their leadership decisions – bless them even more as they follow Your 

guidance. 

Bless this Christmas Celebration day to us and all those who stop to consider 

what Jesus did for us. May You be glorified in every aspect of this day and may 

we be filled anew with wonder at Your creation, Your great love for us and for 

the years and generations still to come. 

Amen 


