
The Grace of God  

“It has been said that in the New 

Testament doctrine is grace; and ethics 

is gratitude; and something is wrong 

with any form of Christianity in which, 

experimentally and practically, this 

saying is not being verified. Those who 

suppose that the doctrine of God's grace 

tends to encourage moral laxity ('final 

salvation is certain anyway, no matter 

what we do; therefore our conduct 

doesn't matter') are simply showing 

that, in the most literal sense, they do 

not know what they are talking about. 

For love awakens love in return; and 

love, once awakened, desires to give 

pleasure.” (J I Packer) 

So once grace is truly grasped gratitude 

is not so much a debt to be paid as a 

response that cannot be denied.  

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

21 February 2021 

Readings for today 

Knowing God (7) 

1st Reading Ephesians 2:1-9  

Psalm  Psalm 103:1-22  

Gospel John 1:10-18  

The Collect 

Almighty God, 

whose Son revealed in signs and  

  miracles 

the wonder of your saving presence: 

renew your people with your heavenly  

  grace, 

and in all our weakness 

sustain us by your mighty power; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
Thursday Morning Service 

We have started our mid week 

 service again @ 09h30.  

All welcome 

Prayer Ministry will be available 

after the Sunday Morning Services in 

the Hall. 

With all the pressures and challenges 

that we face, remember that the God 

of Glory has a blessing for you. 

He listens even to the depths of your 

spirit. 

If you are not able to attend the 

service, please send prayer requests 

to the office, and we will get them to 

the pray-ers to pray for you  

Banking Details:  

St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Reference: DG / COVID Fund 

A prophetic word received by Yvonne Loizou in January, which she 

believes is meant for someone in the Parish: 

A new schedule, don't go back to the one you thought was normal, the 

unseen is most significant, looking forward to God transforming you. What 

you called normal, God called broken. Maybe God is bringing us back to 

where we need to be, moving forward to a New Normal, new level of faith 

a season to embrace. 

Its now yours take it, don't sit around wounded. I have put my words into 

your mouth. Rise above your insecurities, your fears, I am already in your 

tomorrow. The transition you’re going through is calling you into more of a 

Spiritual Depth. The voice you react to will determine your future, so be 

steered by the spirit and not by your senses. 

God is sheer mercy and grace; 

    not easily angered, he’s rich in love. 

He doesn’t endlessly nag and scold, 

    nor hold grudges forever. 

He doesn’t treat us as our sins  

 deserve, 

    nor pay us back in full for our  

  wrongs. 

As high as heaven is over the earth, 

    so strong is his love to those who  

  fear him. 

And as far as sunrise is from sunset, 

    he has separated us from our sins.  

Psalm 103 vs8-12 (MSG) 



Thank you to Glen & Glynis van der Watt who wrote our prayer page this week. 

for a miracle, that You would suspend Your natural laws and heal those suffering so as to 

bring joy to their nearest and dearest. Also assure those who have a family member or 

friend who has left us to be with You that they are happy in heaven with You.  

Father we also lift to you all those who are struggling at this time whether it be illness, 

loneliness, failing businesses, financial hardship, anxiety, depression, isolation, separation 

from loved ones, hunger or any other adversity. May we be your hands and feet to bring a 

word of encouragement, a thoughtful gesture, a timely word, smile or humorous story by 

your inspiration. May we always consider the other person as more important than 

ourselves and reach out to one another in love. 

Father, You love the children so much and we ask You to bless them now, especially those 

who do not have the complete family and freedom that You intended for them; help us as 

a community to try and fill the gaps Lord; may they know and grow in Your love. 

Our Diocese and the Church 

We pray for Bishop Steve and his wife Liziwe and Thabo our Metropolitan. Lord grant 

them and all the clergy your wisdom, insight and discernment in all things; that they be 

filled by Your Holy Spirit as they may lead us in Your ways. 

Our Country and the World 

South Africa and the whole world is in deep need of cleansing and placed again on Your 

righteous path, so we pray that You will guide and inspire every person through Your Holy 

Spirit to turn their eyes upon Jesus and to follow Your word and teaching thereby 

influencing all our leaders to be Your servants in the true sense of servanthood. 

Celebrations 

Father, with you we celebrate all those who celebrate their birthdays this week and 

especially lift Ian Crowther, Ian Hunt & Poppie Mushwana (21 Feb), Stephen Black & 

Christa Young-Schamberger (22 Feb), Pat Mackenzie & Keabetswe Namo (25 Feb) and 

Courtney Lacy (26 Feb) from our congregation; also those who have wedding 

anniversaries of the date that You joined them together as one, especially Peter & Jennie 

Hall (21 Feb 1987), Charles & Penny Metcalf (21 Feb 1981), Richard & Aileen Hatfield (23 

Feb 2019), Donald & Barbara Halley (24 Feb 1979) and Mario & Val Kuisis (26 Feb 1993) 

We lift these prayers to You Lord that we may live to Your Glory and in Your love. 

Prayer Focus: 
Thanksgiving: 

Father God, without You, Your creation and Your great love for us we would be nothing, with no 

hope, no life, no purpose and no joy. With Your great love, given freely through the sacrifice of 

Jesus to atone for our sins, so that we can be in a right relationship with You, our Creator, Lord 

and King, we have hope, life, purpose and joy in abundance; not because of anything we have 

done or can do but simply because You love everyone of Your people and we accept Your Grace 

with joy and thanksgiving. We are complete and whole knowing that we are loved by You, that 

we are assured of an eternity with You and all the wonderful people who have accepted your 

gracious love, and we enjoy sharing the knowledge of Your great love with all the people You 

have created, so that we may all glorify You and Your name.  

We thank You too for all those wonderful people who use and give of their talents, skills, hearts, 

minds and bodies, which You have given to them, so that they can – 

• nurse, heal, comfort and restore those of us who are not well or suffering; 

• provide food, clothing and all the creature comforts from growing, harvesting, 

manufacturing, selling and donating of their time and money; 

• be Your hands and feet in caring for each other, also for the destitute, homeless and 

unloved; 

• show us the beauty of your creation through music, artworks, storytelling and 

entertaining; 

• mould and teach our young children in the ways of the world as You intended them 

to be taught; 

• share their wealth of experience and worldly goods with everyone You put across 

their path; 

Our Parish 

Lord we pray that you will be especially close to Chris, Alison and Christine through this season 

that they are going through as You know and love them deeply. Please also bless Ian, Jerry, 

Lynda, Janette, our wardens and parish council as they lead and guide us in these difficult times. 

We know that the Holy spirit enables us to live and breathe and have our being in You. We also 

know that You did not create us to live like this, that this season too shall pass and we will be 

able to worship You as a complete church in times to come.  

Father You know who we pray for at this time, as each person reads this prayer You will bring to 

their mind one or more of Your children who You would want them to lift to You in supplication 


