
Thy Word is Truth   

Packer teaches that Scripture is "God's 

Word Written."  His promises recorded 

there are a God-given basis for the life 

of faith.  He adds that: 

"True Christians submit without reserve 

to the word of God in what Daniel calls 

"the Book of Truth" - believing the 

teaching, trusting the promises and 

following the commands."  They seek to 

have their whole life brought into line 

with it as Psalm 119 sets out. 

In addition they believe that God's word 

has also gone forth to create and 

control and order things around them - 

"for all things work together for good." 

Received in faith the assurance of God 

ordering their circumstances brings 

peace and joy in spite of outward 

circumstances. 

This assures us too that the God of 

yesterday and the God of today is also 

the God of our tomorrow. 
Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Cindy Geffen who wrote 

our prayer page this week. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

7 February 2021 

Readings for today 

Knowing God (5) 

1st Reading Romans 1:18-25  

Psalm  Psalm 119: 159-168  

Gospel John 14:1-6  

The Collect 

Thank you, Lord, for Your Word: 

For its ability to give us each day new 

vision and new power; 

For its capacity to reach the roots of 

our inner life and to refresh them; 

For its power to enter into the 

innermost structures of mind and spirit 

and fashion them anew. 

For your Word, and its power to beget 

faith and to sustain it, we give you 

thanks and praise; 

Through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 
Prayer written by Dick Williams in Prayers for today’s Church 

Prayer Focus: 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

How often, Lord, have we read or even prayed this verse? Heard it and paid lip 

service to it? Repeated to others how important it is? Knowingly nodded our heads 

and agreed with those around us that it is significant?  

And then moved on with our lives, wrapped up in ourselves and our own lives, not 

truly applying it to ourselves and our country? 

I have!  

Lord, forgive.... 

if my people,  

Lord, we ARE your people. You made us and you called us, and we belong to you. 

Grafted into your family. Unique. Loved. Cared for. And individually known. 

who are called by my name,  

You call us to yourself, showing mercy to us. When we stray from you, you leave the 

99 and seek us out, because you love us, and you have called us. You know us by 

name, and we are known by yours. Christians, Christ followers. May we have 

courage in all situations to be known as your disciples; known by your name. 

will humble themselves 

This is the hard part. Your word says that you hate pride, and that our hearts 

harbour it. It creeps in so easily, every day as we see the billboards and 

advertisements – telling us over and over that we deserve things. Lord show us the 

condition of our hearts so we may see your majesty and power and say with Isaiah 

“woe is me, for I am a man of unclean lips”. Open our eyes so that true repentance 

may come.  

and pray and seek my face 

Bend our knees in prayer to you and incline our ears to hear your words, see others 

and ourselves as you see them, and seek your direction for our lives. May we listen 

with open minds and hearts for your direction. You long to lead us along your 

pathway, and we miss it because we are distracted, looking elsewhere, and not 

focussing on your face. Help us to seek you first. First for ourselves. Praying for our 

country and our leaders.  



Prayers for those with 

birthdays this week: 

We pray for and celebrate with those 

who have birthdays this week: Hilary 

Vice (8 Feb), Jerry Bailey & Stephen 

Chinaka (10 Feb), Michelle Hunt (11 Feb) 

and John Gamedze (12 Feb) 

Why not give them a call? 

and turn from their wicked ways, 

Show us the areas in our lives where we are not following you. Show us our blind 

spots. Incline our hearts to you again and bring full repentance.  

then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 

heal their land. 

Lord you are always faithful when we come to you in the correct spirit. Heal our 

land. Heal our leaders – the leaders of the church and of our country. Heal this 

land as we humble ourselves and bring our requests to you. Forgive our divided 

hearts.  

Amen 
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Rose of Sharon  

Psalm 119:159-168 (CEB)  
159 Look at how much I love your precepts. 

    Make me live again, Lord, according to your faithful love! 

160 The first thing to know about your word is that it is true 

    and that all your righteous rules last forever. 

161 Rulers oppress me without cause, 

    but my heart honours what you’ve said. 

162 I’m overjoyed at your word, 

    like someone who finds great treasure. 

163 I hate, I absolutely despise, what is false, 

    but I’m in love with your Instruction. 

164 I praise you seven times a day 

    for your righteous rules. 

165 The people who love your Instruction enjoy peace—and lots of it. 

    There’s no stumbling for them! 

166 Lord, I wait for your saving help. 

    I do what you’ve commanded. 

167 I keep your laws; 

    I love them so much! 

168 I keep your precepts and your laws 

    because all my ways are seen by you. 

Dave and Trish Christie-Taylor 

Many people will remember the Christie-Taylors who were very involved in the 

life and ministry of St Luke’s over a great many years. 

Trish died suddenly in January 2020 and Dave passed away very peacefully last 

Monday morning at the age of 91. 

As one of his children commented “he died pretty much like he lived, no fuss, no 

drama and with dignity.” 

Amongst the special documents kept in a box in his room was a copy of the 

“Guidelines for Sidespersons at St Luke’s”  

They have a special place in our memories and it is good to think that St Luke’s 

remained very special to them. 

Our love goes out to Martin, Guy and Cathy and their families. 

Contact Services  

Although national regulations allow meetings of up to 50 people at the moment, 

as with the last time, the church is proceeding more cautiously and is not opening 

immediately.  There is a possibility that we may be able to start “contact services” 

next week (14 February) but will let the parish know in the course of the week. 


