
The Jealous God 
God says of Himself that "the Lord 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 

God." 
This is not a destructive acquisitive 

jealousy but a wholesome and 
protective one -  'a praiseworthy zeal to 
preserve something supremely precious' 

Packer says that "His jealousy, in all its 
manifestations, is precisely "the zeal of 

the Lord Almighty" for fulfilling His 
purpose.  This purpose that He decided 
upon before the creation of the world is 
to reveal His glory, majesty and love in 

and through humankind. 
God has resolved to 'have a people on 

earth as long as history lasts and, after 

that, to have His faithful ones of every 

age with Him in glory.'  This is His 

covenant with them. To this end He will 

weed out the faithless and continue to 

discipline and care for His faithful ones. 

He will brook no opposition for "I will 

not give My glory to another or My 

praise to idols." On the contrary we who 

believe are commanded to be single-

minded about God and focussed on 

pleasing Him and advancing His glory. 

This is our glory and privilege.  

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

21 March 2021 

Readings for today 

Knowing God (11) 

1st Reading Exodus 34: 4-14 

Psalm  Psalm 5: 1-12 

Gospel John 2:13-22 

The Collect 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your only Son 

out of your jealous love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the  

mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our  

Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Prayer Ministry will be available 

after the Sunday Morning Services in 

the Hall. 

With all the pressures and 

challenges that we face, remember 

that the God of Glory has a blessing 

for you. 

He listens even to the depths of your 

spirit. 

 

If you are not able to attend the 

service, please send prayer requests 

to the office, and we will get them to 

the pray-ers to pray for you . 

 

Quiet morning of meditation and seeking God 

27 March 2021 07h30 – 10h30 (Online or at the Church) 

You are invited to take some time out of a Saturday morning (or some other con-

venient time if you use the online version offered) to stop, seek God’s face, and 

reflect on your relationship with God.  “So that they should seek the Lord, in the 

hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each 

one of us.” (Acts 17:27) 

Please join us in the church and gardens at 07h30 if you are able, or else join us 

virtually from your own garden or home. Bring a blanket, a notebook and a Bible. 

Tea and rusks will be available. 

 

EASTER 

Please see Ian’s letter for details about our Holy Week and Easter Programme 



 Thank you to Sue Tinsley who wrote our prayer page this week. 

You smile on those who speak truth; tears from Your Heart fall on those who 
are separated from You by fear. 

Through the abundance of Your steadfast love I shall enter Your house. 

I shall worship in Your holy temple with reverence for You. 

 

Let this guilt I bear, my Beloved be seen in Your light; forgive the many false 
ways I have, surround them with Your love, for they keep me separated from 
You. 

Let all who come to love rejoice, let them sing for joy! 

And protect them, that those who live in Your love may dance in Your light. 

For You do bless the peaceful and just, O my Beloved; 

You encircle them with Your healing light and enfold them in love. 

(Psalms for Praying – Nan C. Merrill) 

Prayer Focus: 
Almighty Lord, You are the One who says I AM, the One who calls us to have 
no other Gods before you and to worship You only.  

You call us to “Love the Lord Your God with all your heart and with all your 
mind and with all your soul and with all your strength and to love your 
neighbour as you love yourself” 

We humble ourselves before You Lord, knowing that we fall so so far short of 
this. We are so arrogant at times, believing we have the answers, and can go 
our own ways – relying on our own resources, our own strength and our own 
wisdom. We are deceived Lord . We are so lukewarm at times in our trust in 
you and our love for you. 

Please have mercy Lord and forgive us. 

We look at the world around us, from our own lives, our households, our 
communities, our country and onwards to the other countries of this world 
and all of creation.   This is Your world Lord – all belongs to You . We have not 
held to Your precepts and we are in a mess. It becomes completely 
overwhelming God Almighty. 

Please have mercy Lord and forgive us. 

Help us to listen as you knock daily at the doors of our hearts reminding us 
that we are Yours, that You want us to acknowledge You as Lord and to act 
accordingly. Would Your perfect Love please cast out fear as you gently call 
us and draw us closer to You. Allow us to grow in our trust of You as we act 
and speak out Your Truth and Love. 

May these verses below from this different version of Psalm 5 be an 
inspiration to us all as we pray this week. 

“Give ear to my words, O my Beloved, give heed to my groaning. 

Listen to the sound of my cry, my Love, Heart of my heart, for to You do I 
pray. 

For You are love and You delight in goodness: all that is of love walks with 
You. 

The humble stand before You ; You dwell with those who open their hearts. 

A note of thanks from Alison Viljoen for the meals provided by  

members of the parish and for all the prayers. We continue to lift up  

Chris, Alison and Christine in prayer. 

 

We only have one birthday this week 

We pray for and celebrate with Natalie Fisher whose birthday  

is on 23 March. 


