
Gifts to Build the Body of Christ 

 

After Pentecost the first Christians 

'devoted themselves to the apostle's 

teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.' This 

not only highlights the things that they 

considered to be priorities in their lives - 

it also emphasizes that all the believers 

were 'together'.  They were all included 

and involved. And, as Luke goes on to 

record, they met together every day in 

the Temple courts. 

Clearly they believed that this body was 

where they belonged. And It was where 

they grew in the knowledge and love of 

God, found relationships that gave them 

true meaning and fulfilment, and they 

became the expression of God in the 

world both together and individually.  

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 
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Readings for today 

Gifts from God 

Reading  Acts 2: 42-47 

Gospel  John 14: 23-27  

The Collect 

Almighty God and loving Father, 

You fill your children with your 
Holy Spirit; 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the 
gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the 
breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Prayers for those with birthdays and anniversaries this week: 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week:  

Norman Fowler (30 May); Catherine Low (5 June) 

Prayer Ministry will be available 

after the Sunday Morning Services in 

the Hall. 

With all the pressures and challenges 

that we face, remember that the God 

of Glory has a blessing for you. 

He listens even to the depths of your 

spirit. 

If you are not able to attend the 

service, please send prayer requests 

to the office, and we will get them to 

the pray-ers to pray for you  

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the 

years, and especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs t his 

week: 

Selma Rowan (30 May 2014); Sally Van Niekerk (31 May 2019);  

Colleen Osler (1 June 2017); Bruce Gloag (2 June 2010);  

Barbara Nicolson (2 June 2017) 

Thank you to Dale Vice who wrote 

the prayer page this week. 

If you have employment to offer to 

a domestic worker or gardener 

please phone the church office; we 

will put you in touch with the 

employment agency run by  

St Catherine’s Church. 



 Prayers 

Almighty God, we worship You as is Your due, with every gift at our disposal. May 

our bodies be living sacrifices to You as we worship You in spirit and in truth. We 

lift our hands, we tell others of Your greatness, we sing or dance or contemplate 

Your glory, or silently reflect on Your wonder. Each of us worships You in our 

uniquely special way, in which You delight, but we all acknowledge that You are 

eternal and sovereign. You alone are the Lord, and most worthy of praise. As we 

stand before You in heaven, by the power of Jesus’ blood and Your Holy Spirit, we 

join all creation in saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty; The whole 

earth is full of Your glory.” 

Jesus, You modelled a perfect life of Godly obedience and servant love. We pray 

that through Your Holy Spirit we will become more Christlike every day. May we 

view every moment as an opportunity to develop joy, patience, goodness, 

faithfulness and self-control. We ask for Your peace that passes all understanding. 

Please let Your streams of living water flow from us, so that we may love one 

another as You have commanded.  

We thank You for the Church, Father, in all its glorious forms; Two or more 

gathered in one place; Home Groups, Bible Studies, Church Cells and Worship 

Groups; Our precious body at St Luke’s; the Anglican Church; and the global body 

of all Christians, throughout all time and places. We recognize that the Church is 

Your bride, beloved by You, and we pray that we will treat her with the love and 

respect that You require.   

Jesus, we pray for Your blessing on us as we examine our commitment to ministry 

within the church. Light a flame in our hearts for serving You, in the Church, with 

the gifts You have given us. We pray for wisdom to know what is needed and how 

we can contribute, courage and discipline to take up Your yoke which sometimes 

seems so heavy, but through Your grace is so light. Pour out Your Holy Spirit on 

the congregation of St Luke’s so that we may become the vibrant, growing, and 

life-giving church that You call us to be.  

Lord of Lords, You will judge the living and the dead, and we tremble in the 

knowledge that each of us is a sinner. Please forgive us our sins, the things we 

have done wrong, and the things we ought to have done, and help us forgive 

anyone who has sinned against us. We humbly ask for You to release us from our 

darkness, trusting in the sacrifice and blood of Your son, Jesus Christ. We admit 

our guilt as individuals, a body, and a society, and ask for You to cleanse us once 

again. We trust in Your love and grace, asking that Your Holy Spirit will save us 

from temptation and deliver us from evil.  

We give thanks to You, Father, for all the wonderful blessings You shower upon 

us. For food and shelter, health and relationships, sunlight, love, music and 

entertainment. Thank You for our families, for our community of believers, and 

our wonderful country. We thank You for hope, for peace, and for the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.  

Lord we lift to You all who grieve, asking for your blessing and protection on 

them. We especially ask for Your Holy Spirit to work in the conflict in the Middle 

East, and to minister to all those who are suffering as a result of Covid. We ask 

You to give wisdom and courage to our leaders in the church, South Africa, and 

the world.  

We pray for Your blessing, Jesus, as we seek to make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that You have commanded. Take us into the world 

to preach the gospel to all creation, clothing us with power from on high, so that 

repentance for forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed in Your name to all people. 

As witnesses to the power of Your love and redemption, we pray that You will be 

with us always.  

Father, we especially pray for the St Luke’s Alpha Online, that many will come to 

know You and give their lives to You through this wonderful mission. We ask for 

Your guidance to know who to ask, for Your Holy Spirit to work in all attendees, 

and for Your blessing on the people who are running the course.  

We lift these prayers to You, Lord God our Father, in the holy name of Jesus, by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen  


