
Gifts of Love for Love 

God's love is the source of our love. 

"Our very capacity to love, whether the 

object of our love be God or our 

neighbour, is due entirely to His prior 

love for us and in us." (Stott). As John 

wrote in His first epistle "We love 

because He first loved us."  

God has commanded that we love Him. 

He has also commanded that we love 

our neighbours. Jesus united the two 

into one commandment -  and went on 

to command us to love one another and 

to love our enemies. 

All this is impossible in our own 

strength. But now the love of God is 

poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit 

who is within Christians - and through 

whom all things become possible. It is 

only through this love that our lives and 

ministry take on value.  

  

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

20 June 2021 

Readings for today 

Reading  1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 

Psalm Psalm  92: 1-15 

Gospel  Matthew 22: 34-40 

The Collect 

Father I pray that You will 

continue to pour Your love into 

my heart by the Holy Spirit , 

enabling me to better grasp how 

wide and long and high and deep 

is Your love, and through it to love 

You and those whom You love 

around me.  

 

Prayers for those with birthdays and anniversaries this week: 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week:  

Shirley Difford, Candice Horne (21 June);  Annette Wright (22 June); Noko Makgato, 

Thandie Zulu (23 June);  Rosemary Joseph, Christie-anne van Wyngaardt (26 June); and 

Julie & Rob Whitlock  on their anniversary (20 June 1987)  

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the years, and 

especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this week:  

George Kempis (22 June 2017); Jonathan  Paton (26 June 2006) 

The Gifts of the Spirit 

In 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12 and Ephesians 4  Paul lists various gifts that the Holy 

Spirit gives to members of the church to help the church to function and grow.  In Exodus 

31 and 35 God tells Moses that the Holy Spirit has given Bezalel artistic skills to build the 

tabernacle. 

The gifts vary from overtly “spiritual” (like discernment of spirits) to very “practical” (like 

embroidery). 

The church today is still in need of all the variety of gifts that the Holy Spirit can give 

us.  What gifts and skills and abilities has God given you?  How might you be able serve 

Him by using them to help build the church, and serve the “common good” of the Body 

of Christ? 

In these new times, we need new gifts in addition to the gifts that have been used over 

the years.  Please pray that God will show you how he has gifted and wants to use you. 

We are looking for volunteers to make thick vegetable soup 

(2litre tubs) for our Soup Kitchen which feeds approximately 

140 homeless people every Thursday.  

If you feel that this is a ministry for you please contact Maria 

in the office (011 728-7018) so that she can add you to the 

roster. 



Prayers 

Dear Heavenly Father in the midst of the pain and suffering that so many of us are 

experiencing at this time, we are left with no option but to turn to you, our Rock, 

for it is in you alone that we can find refuge and receive the healing we so 

desperately need.   

We pray for those in our parish who are sick: the Maqula family, especially Phumla 

and baby Ntsiki; Shirley Long; Samantha and Dan Chiorboli; Lorna and Derrick 

Dodkins; Margie Hoffe; Felicity Myhill and Anthony Still.  

We lift to You Lord those who are mourning: Pam Durrant and family on the death 

of her mother, June Smith on Thursday 17 June; the Knowles family on the death 

of their wife and mother, Jenny. We continue to hold up to you Lord: Carol Beadle, 

Alison Viljoen & Christine Griever and Charles & Leona Sarjoo. 

 
Loving God, you have commanded that we love You. You also commanded us to 
love our neighbours and our enemies. All of this is impossible in our own strength. 
But because Your love is poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, all things 
become possible. It is only through this love that our lives and ministry take on 
value. And so with this in mind, in Your name, we pray a prayer of commitment to 
those around us: 
 
Lord, 
Because love is patient… 
Help me to be slow to judge, but quick to listen, 
hesitant to criticize, but eager to encourage, 
remembering your endless patience with me. 
 
Because love is kind…  
Help my words to be gentle and my actions to be thoughtful. 
Remind me to smile and to say “Please” and “Thank You” 
as those little things still mean so much. 
 
Because love does not envy or boast, and is not proud…  
Help me have a heart that is humble and sees the good in others. 

May I celebrate and appreciate all that I have and all that I am, 
as well as doing the same for those around me. 
 
Because love is not rude or self-seeking…  
Help me to speak words that are easy on the ear and on the heart. 
When I’m tempted to get wrapped up in my own little world, 
remind me there’s a great big world out there full of needs and hurts. 
 
Because love is not easily angered and keeps no record of wrongs… 
Help me to forgive others as you have forgiven me. 
When I want to hold onto a grudge, 
gently help me release it 
so I can reach out with a hand of love instead. 
 
Because love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth… 
Help me stand up for what is right and good. 
May I defend the defenseless, and help the helpless. 
Show me how I can make a difference. 
 
Because love always protects and always trusts…  
Help me to be a refuge for those around me. 
When the world outside is harsh and cold, 
may my heart be a place of acceptance and warmth. 
 
and finally, because love always perseveres…  
Help my heart to continually beat with love for You and others. 
Thank you that we can love because You first loved us.  
 
Amen 
 
Prayer written by Holley Gerth, and posted on Taking it one step at a time. http://onestep87.blogspot.ca/ 

 

 

   Thank you to Jenni Gous who wrote the prayers this week. 

 

http://onestep87.blogspot.ca/

