
Gift to Glorify God 

As Christians we are called to be the 

visible expression of God and His great 

love in the world. Our lives are expected 

to reveal His qualities - and to become 

effective through the use of His gifts in 

our daily work and relationships.  

It is our privilege to reflect His Light into 

the darkness of the lives around us. So 

Scripture exhorts us. 

• Whatever you do, whether in 

word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through 

him. (Colossians 3:17) 

• Whatever you do, do it all for the 

glory of God.(1 Corinthians 10:31)   

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 
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Readings for today 

Reading  Colossians 3: 1-17  

Gospel  Matthew 6:9-13  

The Collect 
Heavenly Father, 

You have made me a part of the life of 

   Your Son  

and equipped me to live this life here  

  and now.  

As He blessed the lives of those around  

 Him  

use me to continue Your blessing today  

as I reach out in His Name. 

Amen 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the years, and 

especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this week:  

Richard Ingram (27 June 2018) and Cecily Moore (29 June 2013) 

The Gifts of the Spirit 

In 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12 and Ephesians 4  Paul lists various gifts that the Holy 

Spirit gives to members of the church to help the church to function and grow.  In 

Exodus 31 and 35 God tells Moses that the Holy Spirit has given Bezalel artistic skills 

to build the tabernacle. 

The gifts vary from overtly “spiritual” (like discernment of spirits) to very 

“practical” (like embroidery). 

The church today is still in need of all the variety of gifts that the Holy Spirit can give 

us.  What gifts and skills and abilities has God given you?  How might you be able 

serve Him by using them to help build the church, and serve the “common good” of 

the Body of Christ? 

In these new times, we need new gifts in addition to the gifts that have been used 

over the years.  Please pray that God will show you how he has gifted and wants to 

use you. 

Please read Ian’s letter for more about the gifts—contact Shirley  

Home cooked meals 

We are looking for volunteers to cook home cooked meals on request for people/

families that need help or care—those who are ill, or recently bereaved.  Please 

contact Shirley so that she can add you to the roster. 

An Online Quiet Morning—!0 July 

Please join us for a quiet morning  on  10 July to be run virtually by Sue t 'Hope in the 

darkness' 

More details next week. 



Prayers 

In my recent reading of Psalm 107 I was struck by the truth of God’s nature and control 

over all that happened to His people. His anger and disappointment, mercy and love, 

which brought me to 2 Chronicles 7:14 “if my people, who are called by my name, will 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 

hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

With that and Covid 19 as background, we turn to pray for ourselves as for God’s people, 

Christ’s body to pray for the healing of our land. 

“Lord have mercy upon us, come heal our land.” 

Lord God, we come to You as Your children, to the Father who loves us and desires only 

our good. Draw us individually and as a community closer to yourself. Fill us with the gifts 

you would pour into us by the Holy Spirit and send us out to touch lives and work with You 

for the healing of the land. 

Lord, we turn to the news and feel the pain, fear and insecurity. We talk with friends and 

family and know how real it all is. Help us to realise that You are God and You are greater 

than any situation. Lead us to that message from Your Word that is right for each day, 

each person, each situation. 

We thank you for the work of scientists developing treatments and we remember that this 

too is Your work, for you said “I am the Lord Your healer.” 

We bring to You the many medical frontliners and their teams. Keep them safe Lord and 

bless and comfort their families, and those who share their lives. Especially in the price 

they pay for their commitment to their work. Lift their fear and make them aware of Your 

love. 

We remember our community and circle of friends, those who are sick and those who care 

for them and thinking especially of Cindy Geffen, Shirley Long, Derrick & Lorna Dodkins 

and their family, Nhlanhla Thobakgale & Ntsebe Modiselle and their family, Sam & Dan 

Chiorbolli, Brian & Sue Germond, Anthony Still, Felicity Myhill and Margie Hoffe. 

Comfort for all those who have lost loved ones in the recent past, especially at this time 

we bring to You Fundiswa, Lwanga and their families as they mourn the loss of Phumla and 

Phillip (Fundiswa’s brother); for Derrick (and Lorna) Dodkins on the death of his brother 

Keith; Pam Durrant and her family – thanking You for June Smith’s nearly 99 years of life. 

Help them as they support each other and turn to You at this time, may they hear Your loving 

voice of comfort and hope. 

Order in society is so necessary and so elusive. We pray with Paul for our leaders (Rom 13) 

that we may be wisely governed. Lord, people are so tired of the virus and restrictions, may all 

seek to behave in a responsible way. We pray especially for the police force and military and 

ask that those who are people of faith may be able to help and encourage their colleagues. 

Father, as we watch and hear the news, may we bring it all to You in prayer, it’s as if the news 

announcements are a prayer list. Lord, hear our prayer. 

As the schools open up we pray for teachers and other staff and pupils. Hold Your hand over 

all they need to cope with. 

And for our youth, Lord, You know their fear and frustration, their worries about the future, 

their lack of normal social contacts, Lord, we pray that You will find a way to restore what the 

Covid locusts have eaten (Joel 2:25-32), let them know Your love and presence. 

Lord, You committed Your ministry of care and healing to Your followers, promising them Your 

presence and the help of the Holy Spirit so they may share it with others. We all need Your 

Holy Spirit. But we pray especially for all pastors and priests as they carry out a very costly 

ministry of care, often lonely and in need of care and support to fulfil their ministry. 

We pray for our Church leaders, Bishop Steve, Ian, Jerry Lynda, Rudi Swanepoel (Andrew 

Murray/NG Kerk) and for his congregation. Bless them Lord and surprise them with special 

blessings day by day. 

And for us, we pray that we may show our faith and thankfulness, not only with our words but 

in the service of our lives.  

Amen   Thank you to Janette Ross who wrote the prayers this week. 

Prayers for those with birthdays and anniversaries this week: 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week:  

Roger Tinsley, Felicity Myhill (28 June); Cindy Geffen (30 June); Shannon Whitlock  

(1 July); David Legg , Brent Fourie (2 July); Dawn Duckworth , Anthony Thornton-Smith  

(3 July) and anniversaries: Margaret & Keith Rice (28 June 1968) and Camilla & Quentin 

Leeds (29 June 1996) 


