
A Generous God 

God is generous :  we see it in 

universe he created – it is all gift.  He 

gave Adam and Eve every plant for 

food, he gave them dominion over 

creation, he gave them purpose. 

He has given us life and the promise 

of eternity – the ultimate gift. 

As his children, when we give, we 

reflect his character. 

Temptation – the Devil tempted 

them to seek what they could get, 

and not think about what they were 

called to give.   

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

1 August 2021 

Readings for today 

Reading Genesis 2: 4. 8-9, 15-17 

Psalm Psalm 104: 10-18 

Gospel  Matthew 11:25-30 

The Collect 
Living God,  

you have placed in our hands  

the wealth we call our own:  

give us wisdom,  

so that our possessions may not 

     be a curse,  

but a means of blessing in our 

     lives  

and the lives of others.  

Grant this through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Praying for South Africa 

The Council has agreed that due to the ongoing concerns for our country we 

should keep praying. The Church will be open on Fridays from 09h00 to 16h30 

for anyone wishing to come and pray in the Church. All Covid requirements will 

be followed. 

We will also be organising a weekly Parish prayer meeting on Zoom on 

Thursday’s at 17h00. 

‘I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand 

before me in the gap on behalf of the land so that I would not have to  

destroy it, ...’  Ezekiel 22:30 

Please keep praying  as we ‘stand in the gap’ for our country, our leaders: 

political (both those we support and those we don’t), civil, church, as well as 

those in communities. Join us to pray for God’s wisdom, and for them to be 

surrounded by godly men and women. 

Received from Leza Vice 

While praying for SA in the church on Friday 16 July 2021, I had a whisper from 

God. I was unsure whether it was just for me or for the wider community and 

decided to wait on confirmation. I received that confirmation yesterday 

(Thursday 29 July 2021). 

The message was one of rebirth. The veld often suffers wildfires during winter, 

but however destructive and heartrending, those fires act as a necessary 

cleansing of dead brush which would otherwise choke and destroy the health of 

the veld as a whole. When the rain comes, vibrant green shoots spring up from 

the apparently barren ground and the veld is rejuvenated. 

With that in mind, I encourage everyone to keep praying for the Holy Spirit to 

move in SA that we may come out of this time as a rejuvenated nation, humbly 

obedient to God’s will. 



Birthdays and Anniversaries 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week: 

Rosemary Nourse (1 August); Krish Naidoo, Bulelwa Okafor (3 August); Clive Beaver  

(4 August); John Browne (6 August); Ian Stevens, Sne Ndzabandzaba (7 August) and 

Thandie & Nqobile Zulu celebrating their anniversary (5 August 2008) 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the years, and 

especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this week: Matthew Wankel  

(1 August 2012); Victor Moore (3 August 2010); Joy Harcourt Cooke (4 August 2011); 

Raymond Mulgrew (5 August 2006); Stella Vice (7 August 2013) 

Dear Lord, you are our Provider 

You have blessed us with all good things, there is no end to your generosity in 

providing for us. On top of that, there is an infinitesimal amount of variety of 

every kind to suit all kinds of people, animals, insects and birds. 

You make springs pour water into the ravines; 

    it flows between the mountains. 

They give water to all the beasts of the field; 

    the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 

The birds of the sky nest by the waters; 

    they sing among the branches. 

You water the mountains from your upper chambers; 

    the land is satisfied by the fruit of your work. 

You make grass grow for the cattle, 

    and plants for people to cultivate— 

    bringing forth food from the earth: 

wine that gladdens human hearts, 

    oil to make their faces shine, 

    and bread that sustains their hearts. 

The trees of the Lord are well watered, 

    the cedars of Lebanon that you planted. 

There the birds make their nests; 

    the stork has its home in the junipers. 

The high mountains belong to the wild goats; 

    the crags are a refuge for the hyrax. (Ps 104) 

We can only stand in awe at Your bounty and praise you for your creation that 

sustains us. Help us to look at ourselves and to find ways of unreservedly giving 

back to you with thankfulness, acknowledging that without you we would be 

nothing.  

Help us also to embrace the responsibility you have given us of looking after your 

Creation and for preserving our environment. Forgive us for failing to do this 

through wilful destruction or because of mediocrity and apathy.  

For all those who are suffering at this time dear Jesus, we pray that we will always 

recall your words to us “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light. 

We pray for: 

Those who are sick at home and in hospital, especially: 

Cindy Geffen; Pauline, Freddy & Kaitlyn Why; Penny Mackrory; Margie Hoffe; Felicity 

Myhill; Duncan Crombie; Anthony Still and Ruth Marcus. 

Those who have lost their loved ones; we remember especially:  Pat MacKenzie and 

family; Lwanga, Fundiswa & the Maqula Family and the Sibiya family. 

Those writing matric, especially those in our congregation:  Angel; Bianca; Boipelo; 
Delux; Katlego; Lebo; Lerato; Mayele and Thabiso;  as they start writing prelims on 
13 August (after a disruptive year!)  

We pray this prayer with utmost confidence, because we pray it in the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Rock and our Redeemer, 

Amen   

                                    Thank you to Jenni Gous who wrote the prayer page this week. 


