
Giving in the Old Testament 

God made it very clear to the Israelites 

that their covenant relationship with 

Him was dependent upon their 

obedience. He was very specific about 

areas that included sacrifices and giving. 

Three tithes are mentioned but with 

regard to the tithe of everything from 

the land He specifically stated that it 

actually ‘belongs to the Lord; it is holy to 

the Lord.’ (Leviticus 27:30). And later 

through the prophet Malachi He said 

that the non-delivery of these tithes was 

in effect ‘robbing Me.’ (Malachi 3:9)  

This was at odds with the view that still 

exists that God was trying to take from 

them what was theirs! David had it right 

when He prayed ‘all things come from 

You, and of Your own we have given 

You’ (1 Chron 29:14)  

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

08 August 2021 

Readings for today 

Reading Malachi 3 : 6 -12  

Psalm Psalm 119 : 97 - 104  

Gospel  Matthew 5 :17 - 20  

The Collect 
Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, 

and You are exalted as head over  

  all. 

Both riches and honour come  

  from You, 

and You reign over all. 

In Your hand is power and might; 

in Your hand it is to make great 

and to give strength to all. 

Now therefore, our God, 

we thank You 

and praise Your glorious name. 

Amen 

Birthdays this week 

We pray for and celebrate with those who 

have birthdays this week: 

Douglas Gibson, Batlhalefeng Maleke, 

Grant Buchanan (8 Aug); Carol Dixon, Janet 

Poole, Sarah Myerscough (9 Aug); Julie 

Whitlock, Yolande Guidozzi, Leon Barron , 

Cosmas Muchinguri (10 Aug); Jane Chocho, 

David Ernstzen, Angela Mhlanga (11 Aug); 

Cornelia Barron (14 Aug) 

We give thanks for those who have 

helped build up the parish over the years, 

and especially those whose anniversary of 

their death occurs this week: Don Agaienz 

(9 Aug 2016); Morton Barnes-Webb (11 

Aug 2019); Kevin Minnie (12 Aug 2007); 

Margie Dawson (13 Aug 2009); Mona 

Gomez (13 Aug 2017) 

Praying for South Africa 

The Council has agreed that due to the ongoing concerns for our country we 

should keep praying. The Church will be open on Fridays from 09h00 to 16h30 

for anyone wishing to come and pray in the Church. All Covid requirements will 

be followed. 

We will also be organising a weekly Parish prayer meeting on Zoom on 

Thursday’s at 17h00. 

‘I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand 

before me in the gap on behalf of the land so that I would not have to  

destroy it, ...’  Ezekiel 22:30 

Please keep praying  as we ‘stand in the gap’ for our country, our leaders: 

political (both those we support and those we don’t), civil, church, as well as 

those in communities. Join us to pray for God’s wisdom, and for them to be 

surrounded by godly men and women. 

PRESS-ON  Ironing Service 

is back up and running again! 
Mondays & Wednesdays 

Drop off your ironing between  

07h00 &10h00 

R20.00 per kilogram 



Prayer focus: 

Heavenly Father, in love You sent Jesus to lighten our darkness:  give us wisdom to learn 

from the words He spoke and grace and courage to follow in the steps He trod that we 

may shed abroad His light and comfort in the society around us. 

In the midst of what we are experiencing in South Africa today we bring before You the 

burdens of our world, joining the great scattered crowd all over the world who cry out in 

fear or pain. Hear us, O Father, who alone can help us. 

We bring to You the special needs of this time, praying for the leaders of Church and 

State as they seek to lead and govern. Give them wisdom to discern Your will and way for 

us, the courage to obey Your leading and the means to carry it out. 

We pray especially for those who are far from home and loved ones, those who are 

lonely, isolated or bereaved due to the pandemic. Draw alongside them Lord and comfort 

them, especially the very old. Into your keeping we commit the hungry, the homeless, the 

jobless, the fearful and we think of any who are personally known to us. Help us to know 

who we can help and bless them. 

As we watch and listen to the news, we see the violence, the anger, the mindless 

destruction and we cry, Lord, have mercy. Where there is strife among and between 

groups Lord of peace, bring peace. We ask, O Lord, for Your restraining hand to be on 

those who would use the situation and cause more anger and damage for their own 

purposes., shattering community peace and people’s lives May Your church in all these 

areas be peacemakers and peace bringers. 

We pray especially for the community in Phoenix, asking that You would step in and heal 

as only You can. Guide and protect all who are seeking to bring order, peace and healing. 

As schools re-open and students return, we pray for Your help and blessing for them. 
Father, You know the consequences of months of isolation, of being cut off from the 
normal life and activities of youth, the fear and insecurity. We pray for all parents, 
teachers, pastors, social workers and others who are seeking to help them and we ask for 

wisdom as they go back to socializing. We pray especially for our matrics: Angel; 
Bianca; Boipelo; Delux; Katlego; Lebo; Lerato; Mayele and Thabiso;  as they start 
writing prelims on 13 August (after a disruptive year!)  

We continue to bring before You the health workers who are tired and overworked, yet 

who faithfully carry on. Called to save and restore life, they are living with death, grieving 

and hurting.  Lord, bring them healing and hope and encourage them in all they do. 

We hear much criticism of the police.  Guide them as they carry out their duties and provide 

the spiritual and psychological help they need. And for all who work and watch while others 

sleep, O Lord, we pray Your blessing and protection. 

We pray for those in the media, who write what others read, who produce what others see 

and hear. We pray for truth in their reporting, that there be no manipulation, and that the 

readers and watchers may be given wisdom to discern the fake from the true. 

As we enter this Women’s Month, O Lord, we pray for the women and girl children in our 

society. Bless and protect them, keep them safe from gender-based violence and support 

those who are working and caring in this area. 

We pray too for families, child headed families, fatherless families, homeless families; for 

men who carry the burden of the consequences of history. 

In our own local area, we pray for our police and medics and we commit to you the pastors 

in the ministers fraternal in the vital ministry they carry out. 

In the parish we commit to your healing love those who are sick and those who love them- 

for Trudy Low and her family, Mervyn, Catherine and Dana as she goes through cancer 

treatment. Thank You Lord for the good start she has had in her treatment. Continue Your 

healing of Felicity Myhill’s ankle and Margie Hoffe’s leg and back. Grant relief from pain and 

healing for Ruth Jackson. Please lay your healing hand on Penny Mackrory and Carol 

Grauman, and we pray for your continued presence with Duncan Crombie. 

Teach us Lord to weep with those who weep as we remember those who have lost loved 

ones recently, we continue to remember the Maqula, Knowles and Mackenzie families.  

And remind us to laugh and rejoice with those who laugh. We rejoice with the Thornton 

Smith family as they come together to celebrate a wedding in KZN. And we ask You, Lord, to 

bless Ian and Bernice in their time of leave. 

Help us to accomplish Your loving purposes of blessing and goodwill to all people by working 

with You and as we do, to know the joy of Your presence Lord Jesus. 

Lord, in Your mercy hear our prayer. 

For anyone going through difficult times:- - “Remember if the mountain was smooth, you 

couldn’t climb it” (an old lady from a slave background) - with thanks to John Baillie’s “A 

Diary of Private Prayer”  

Amen                   Thank you to Janette Ross who wrote the prayer page this week. 


