
What we Believe Week 2 

In 2007, Time magazine asserted that 

the Bible “has done more to shape 

literature, history, entertainment and 

culture than any book ever written”. 

It’s a bold claim, but one that’s hard to 

refute. What other book resides on 

bedside tables in countless hotel rooms 

across the globe? What other book has 

bequeathed the world such instantly 

recognisable catchphrases as “an eye 

for an eye”, “thou shalt not kill” and 

“eat, drink and be merry”? 

Factor in the number of copies that 

have been sold down the centuries – 

somewhere in the region of five billion 

to date, swollen by a further 100 million 

every year given away for free – and 

there’s no denying that the Bible’s 

influence on Western civilisation has 

been monumental. (https://

www.historyextra.com/period/ancient-

history/history-bible-origins-who-wrote-

when-how-reliable-historical-record/ ) 

But – why is it so influential?  Why do 

we use it as the basis for our faith?  

Because it is the Word of God!  

Readings for today 

Reading Isaiah 55: 6-13  

Psalm Psalm 1  

Gospel  John 12:37-50  

The Collect 

Blessed Lord, 

who caused all holy Scriptures to be  

  written for our learning: 

help us so to hear them, 

to read, mark, learn and inwardly  

  digest them 

that, through patience, and the  

  comfort of your holy word, 

we may embrace and for ever hold  

  fast 

 the hope of everlasting life, 

which you have given us in our  

  Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

Birthdays this week 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays : 

Elsbeth Galloway, Olga Goncalves (12 September); Andile Mazwai (13 

September); Madeleine Pearce (14 September); Glen Melville, Graham 

Edwards (15 September); John Vice, Nelly Mahone, Kirsten Geffen (16 

September); Margaret Kusambiza-Kiingi, Yvonne Phoshoko (17 September) 

And Mervyn & Trudy Low (17 September 1994) who celebrate their 

anniversary this week. 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the 

years, and especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this 

week: Denise Braun (14 September 2019); Anthony Patrick Gallagher (16 

September 2019); “Red” Stewart (18 September 2015) 

Prayer for South Africa 

As we continue to pray for 

our country, please join our 

weekly Zoom Parish prayer 

meeting every Thursday at 

17h00. 

The Church will be open on 

Fridays from 09h00 to 

16h30 for anyone wishing 

to come and pray.  

All Covid protocols will be 

followed. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 
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Prayers  

Pass the gates…Through the courts…Holy, Holy, Holy….Through Jesus 

Christ we approach Your throne with bold confidence, giving You thanks 

and praise.  

As we serve you LORD, we call out Holy Is the LORD God Almighty! 

Creator of everything that is – the seen and the unseen.  

In Your wisdom You created man in Your image and You blessed us. A 

blessing that is irrevocable; whether man knows it or not. You give breath 

to man and Spirit to those who walk in it. In Your hand is the life of every 

living thing and the breath of all mankind.  

You determined the dimensions of the foundations of the earth. You 

command the morning star to appear and cause dawn to rise in the east. 

The movement of the stars at night is directed by You. You provide food 

for the ravens when their young cry out to You and wonder about in 

hunger.  

In Your glory and splendour, Your honour and majesty – You humiliate 

the proud and bury them in dust never to rise again. 

Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour, for You 

created all things and by Your will they exist and are sustained.  

By Your Grace, allow our praise to be pleasing to You and as we look to 

You may we be made aware of Your Spirit hovering over all of creation.  

Nothing is too hard for You. Nothing is impossible for You. All things are 

possible with You. 

Father we bring to you those who are sick: Michael Panas, Ntsiki Qobose, 

Maureen Gibb, Ruth Jackson, Penny Mackrory, Trudy Low & Margie Hoffe 

and for Mark Shepherd having a knee replacement on 17 September 

We pray for comfort for Mammen and Rema Chacko and their family on 

the death of Mammen’s father in India this week. 

 

 

Please strengthen our matrics:Angel; Bianca; Boipelo; Delux; Katlego; 

Lebo; Lerato; Mayele and Thabiso. 

There are some things people cannot do, but God can do anything.  

Amen 

Wednesday Zoom Bible Study 

The sermons in the “We Believe” 

series will always be too short and 

leave questions unanswered.  So 

Wednesday’s at 19h00 will be an 

opportunity to delve a little deeper 

for those interested. 

Thursday Morning Service 

We have started our mid week 

 service again @ 09h30.  

All welcome 

World Clean Up and Recycle Day 18 September 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit http://cleanupandrecycle.co.za/recycle/mywaste/ for information  
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