
Giving in the New Testament 

“Love is the chief jewel in the bracelet 

of obedience” taught Charles 

Spurgeon. It is the heart of the Great 

Commandments, the core of the fruit 

of the Spirit, and the one word used to 

describe God. 

In fact, as Paul tells us, without love 

we gain nothing by our efforts and 

essentially count for nothing in the 

sight of God.  Which is why it is also 

the gift poured into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit Himself. 

This is key for Jesus taught – ‘By this all 

men will know that you are My 

disciples, if you love one another.” 

And also “If you love Me you will obey 

my commands” – and again “if you 

obey my commands you will remain in 

My love.”  

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

22 August 2021 

Readings for today 

Reading 2 Corinthians 9:6-15  

Psalm Psalm 100:1-5  

Gospel  Matthew 6:19-34  

The Collect 

"Praise be to you, O LORD, God of  

 our father Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting. 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and  

 the power 

and the glory and the majesty and  

  the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and earth  

  is yours. 

Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; 

you are exalted as head over all”  

Office Contact:   Phone: 011 728-7015    Cell: 060 756 9249 

Birthdays this week 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week: 

Belinda Booker (22 August ); Pam Durrant, Nomkhosi Gamedze, Robyn 

Ruthunsamy (26 August); Camilla Leeds (27 August); Jeremy Miller (28 August) 

and Leza & Dale Vice celebrating their anniversary ( 23 August 2003) 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the years, 

and especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this week:  

Victor Jacobsen (24 August 2011); Emy Hulton (24 August 2018); Tony De Pinho 

(28 August 2018); Huber Nigel Prout (28 August 2019) 

Praying for South Africa 

The Council has agreed that due to the ongoing concerns for our country we 

should keep praying. The Church will be open on Fridays from 09h00 to 16h30 

for anyone wishing to come and pray in the Church. All Covid requirements will 

be followed. 

We will also be organising a weekly Parish prayer meeting on Zoom on 

Thursday’s at 17h00. 

‘I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand 

before me in the gap on behalf of the land so that I would not have to  

destroy it, ...’  Ezekiel 22:30 

Please keep praying  as we ‘stand in the gap’ for our country, our leaders: 

political (both those we support and those we don’t), civil, church, as well as 

those in communities. Join us to pray for God’s wisdom, and for them to be 

surrounded by godly men and women. 



Banking Details:  
St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Reference: Name & DG /Donation 

Prayers  

Father God … we give you thanks that you do indeed love us, beyond anything we 

deserve. We pray that this love that you have for us may be so real to us that we 

know it at a visceral level, not just at a cerebral level. We pray that out of this 

knowledge we too may love you back as best that we can, knowing that you do 

not actually need this, but that you are delighted to receive it. And in turn may 

we be springs of love for our fellow human beings - love that is generous and non

-judgemental, is sometimes “tough love”, but always has the best interests of the 

other at heart, just as you have for us.  

We pray for all those in our country who do not know that you love us, or 

knowingly reject this love as their knees will not bow. May we be the “attractive 

difference” that can point them to you. It is not about us – it is about you Lord. 

I have in the back of my bible a note to remind me that you are indeed our 

“father”. If we internalise this it is easier to know that we can approach you, 

listen to you, talk to you, and many times just trust and obey you as we do not 

understand everything - just like a child does not understand the reasons for a 

parent’s directives. We see through the glass darkly.  

We pray that you are allowed into all aspects of our lives, and those of the 

country, and those of this church. This includes, inter alia: wisdom and 

forbearance for our leaders; patience and resilience for ourselves; strength for 

our teachers and learners; likewise for our healthcare workers; and comfort for 

those who are lonely or suffering. We pray for Trudy Low and her family as she 

goes through cancer treatment; continue your healing of Felicity Myhill’s ankle 

and Margie Hoffe’s leg and back, grant relief from pain and healing for Ruth 

Jackson.  

We pray for the families and friends of Paul Thwaites, Karen Lever and Molly Jean 

Ingram who died this past week.  We continue to pray for those who mourn 

especially the Maqula, Knowles and Mackenzie families.  

We pray too for our matrics at this time: Angel; Bianca; Boipelo; Delux; Katlego; 

Lebo; Lerato; Mayele and Thabiso writing prelims. 

Social Responsibility Portfolio: 

We are appealing for towels for use at 

the homeless shower. If you would like 

to donate some please drop them off 

at the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Anglicans Ablaze Global Online Conference 

Wed 6 Oct—Sat 9 Oct 2021 

A Jesus-Shaped Life  - “Love God, Love People, Make Disciples” 

www.anglicansablaze.org 

 

Finally I have two matters for which I am personally thankful. Firstly, although I 

will only know the outcome of my cancer treatment after a further PET scan in 

about four months’ time, I am regaining vigour and recovering well. Secondly, 

after four years of hustling for this initiative, and after spending the last 18 

months in the ranks of those without remunerative work, on 1st September, I 

am starting a contract with the City of Joburg to do some interesting work 

which I think is also needed in RSA at this time. It is indeed a minor miracle.   

Thank you to Anthony Still for writing the prayers this week. 


