
He is Coming – Our Response  

Holiness is important. If it were not God 

would not have stressed it as He has 

done. 

• I am the LORD your God; consecrate 

yourselves and be holy, because I am 

holy. (Leviticus 11:44) 

• But just as He who called you is holy, 

so be holy in all you do   

(1 Peter 1:15) 

• What kind of people ought you to be? 

You ought to live holy and godly lives 

(2 Peter 3:11) 

And as the Psalmist urges us 

• Worship the LORD in the beauty of 

holiness. (Psalm 29:2) 

When asked by the crowds “What should 

we do?” the Baptist’s response rings out 

like a clarion call ”Produce fruit in 

keeping with repentance.” In other 

words – Look to your life and living. The 

Lord is near! 

But this is far more than the doings and 

not doings of life – it is the deep 

acknowledgement and assurance of the 

presence and love of God in all situations 

and at all times, and to which we 

respond in faithfulness.  

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

12 December 2021 

Collect 
Create in me a pure heart, O God,  

and renew a steadfast spirit within  

  me...  

Restore to me the joy of your 

   salvation  

and grant me a willing spirit, to  

  sustain me. 

(Psalm 51:10-12)  

Readings for today 

Advent 3  

Reading Philippians 4:4-7  

Reading Isaiah 12:2-6  

Gospel  Luke 3: 7-18  

Office Contact:    
Phone: 011 728-7015     

Cell: 060 756 9249 

Banking Details:  
St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Christmas Services 

Carol Service:12 December at 19h00 in the Hall - TONIGHT!! 

Children’s Christmas Service: 24 December at 16h00 on the lawns (see ad-

vert below) 

Christmas Eve Service: 24 December at 17h30 in the hall 

Christmas Day Service: 25 December at 07h30 & 09h30 in the hall 

A funeral service is being held  

for Sandy Tricker  
on Tuesday 14 December  

at 14h00 

Please let the office know if you 
would like to attend. 

PRESS-ON  Ironing Service 

will be working on Mondays and 

Wednesdays up to and including 

22 December, and will reopen on 

Monday 3 January 2022 

R 20 per kg 



Prayers  

Father God  

As Christmas approaches we give you thanks for the miracle of the birth of your 

son, who entered this earth in order to reconcile us to you. We thank you for 

this, the ultimate sacrifice of your own for us.  

We thank you too for the fact that you are a God of miracles, a God who deals in 

the supernatural. Help us to understand that the supernatural is at the core of 

the gospel, of the good news. We are in awe of this.  

As Covid rears its ugly head again help us to accept that we not in control. Help 

us to adapt and to take the rough with the smooth. Help us to be thankful that 

you are always with us, regardless of our circumstances, and you have our good 

at heart, even when this is difficult. We do not know all the answers, we see 

through the glass darkly. Help us, O Lord to know that one day we will see 

clearly. And we are thankful that we are fully known and loved by God.  

We pray Lord that we can be sensitive to your promptings and hear your voice. 

If there is a task, a duty, a kindness that we can do today, then help us to just do 

it and not put it off for tomorrow.  

We pray today especially for: 

Those who mourn:-  

Nthabiseng Tsaoana and her family as they inter the ashes of her son Moeketsi 

Tsaoana after the service this morning 

RIP Mark Thornton-Smith, we pray for Chris, Lainie and family 

RIP Sandy Tricker, we pray for Ray, Andrew , Susan and Jonathan & family 

Those whose health has been compromised by Covid, or who are particularly 

vulnerable to the virus. May you comfort them and ease their anxieties 

Those who are suffering from poor health and who are fearful - may you be with 

them. We pray especially  for Lorraine Tandy, Ann Hepple, Ruth Jackson, 

Nhlanhla Msibi, Maureen Gibb and Margie Hoffe.  

Those who are lonely, and whose loneliness has been increased by the Covid 

restrictions.  

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries this week 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week: Adrian 

Kusambiza (12 Dec), Olivia Komako (14 Dec), Beryl Bailey & Liz Lane (15 Dec)  

And those celebrating anniversaries: Janet & Bruce McMurray (13 Dec 1958); Olga 

& Steven Goncalves (14 Dec 1985); Dimakatso & Noko Makgato (15 Dec 2001); 

Robyn & Kirshan Ruthunsamy (15 Dec 2012); Amanda & Peter Nurcombe-Thorne 

(15 Dec 2012); Nicole & Stephen Black (16 Dec 1989); Batlhalefeng & Mandla 

Mtshali (16 Dec 2006); Christa & Digby Young (17 Dec 1994); Pauline & Freddy 

Why (18 Dec 1994) 

Years’ Mind 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the years, and 

especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this week: Stanley William 

Chapman (12 Dec 2018); Sheila Scott (13 Dec 2017); David Butcher (16 Dec 2018); 

Eunice Rouse (17 Dec 2015) 

Those who do not have family or friends to be around them and who may feel 

especially alone. We pray for those who may have had family visiting from overseas 

and who have had to cancel their trips, for the sadness that this will have caused. 

We pray that your presence will be manifest, that they will know that you are 

indeed with them and love them, and want to be in relationship with them.   

Those who are moving on from matric and other education milestones, after a 

tough 2021 year.  We pray that they are able to secure a way forward that adds 

meaning and purpose to their lives. We pray for resilience for them.  

We thank you, Father God, for Ian and his team. They persevere and innovate and 

have kept the show on the road. May you continue to bind us at St Luke’s together 

as a community in Christ.  

We pray too for those in political leadership in the country, especially as the local 

government arrangements are made. We pray that an attitude of statesmanship 

may prevail and for honesty, an attitude of service, and for courage in decision 

making.  

In the name of Jesus, hear our prayers.  

Amen       Thanks to Anthony Still for the prayers 


