
The Thirty-nine Articles of 

Religion 

 

The Thirty-Nine Articles were 

established in 1563 to define the 

central doctrine of the Church of 

England.  They take a “middle 

ground’ in relation to Lutheran, 

Calvinistic and anabaptist doctrine 

and the Roman Catholic Church. 

Thomas Cranmer wrote 42 articles 

in 1552, but they were not enforced 

until a convocation of the church 

that met in 1563 and reworked 

them, producing 39 articles. These 

articles were authorized by 

parliament in 1571 and 

incorporated into the Book of 

Common Prayer as part of a legal 

obligation to adhere to the articles. 

These are still the foundational 

statement of the Anglican Church. 

Readings for today 

Reading 1 Tim 6:2(c)-10  

Psalm Psalm 25:1-9  

Gospel  Matt 15:1-20  

The Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

increase in us your gift of faith 

that, forsaking what lies behind 

and reaching out to that which is  

  before, 

we may run the way of your  

  commandments 

and receive the crown of everlasting  

  joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our  

  Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Birthdays this week 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays: Margaret 

Paton, Jennifer Thornton-Smith, Anita Mokaba (4 October); Aileen Nel  

(5 October); Pauline Hanna, Penny Mackrory (7 October); Jean Beaver  

(9 October) 

And those celebrating their anniversaries this week: Pat & Brent Fourie  

(3 October 1992); Natalie & Gary Fisher (3 October 1998); Wendy & 

Gilbert Miller (5 October 1985); Leona & Charles Sarjoo (7 October 1995) 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the 

years, and especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this 

week: Elizabeth Mary Doreen Needham (3 October 2019); Reg Bull  

(5 October 2003); Marie Myhill (5 October 2016); Wilhelm Howe  

(7 October 2014); Suzanne Scott (8 October 2003); Graham Buchanan  

(8 October 2014) 

Prayer for South Africa 

As we continue to pray for our country, please join our weekly Zoom 

Parish prayer meeting every Thursday at 17h00. 

The Church will be open on Fridays from 09h00 to 16h30 for anyone 

wishing to come and pray.  

All Covid protocols will be followed. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

3 October 2021 

St. Luke's Knitting Group 

Reminder: we will be restarting our meetings on Saturday 9 October, 

10 am to 12 noon. All welcome. 



Prayers  

Light for the world 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks that we can come to You at any moment and in 
any circumstance, in joy or sorrow, fear or confidence. We come, reflecting on 
the news we hear, see and read, we come to You from the busyness and worries 
of the day, from the world’s discordant noises and from our own confusion. 

Let us acknowledge our need with a deep awareness of who You are, of Your 
power and glory. Help us to see earthly things in their true measure. Give us the 
perspective to realise that we are of time and You are of eternity, that we are 
finite and limited and that You are eternal and unmeasurable. Because of who 
You are, “we can praise You forever and leave all in Your care, knowing that we 
can say “Do what You know is best and that will satisfy us all” - Mary Slessor 
Scottish missionary (adapted) 

In that confidence, Father, we bring our concerns to You. We pray for our 
leaders as they seek to restore the country to health and ethical normality. Help 
us all to face whatever the new normal passed to us by the pandemic may be.  
Give us the grace and wisdom to know how to pray for our leaders in church 
and state as they deal with fear and uncertainty, violence and corruption. And 
we pray too for all who are dealing with the effects of climate change. 

We pray especially for our children and youth, for the little ones who can't really 
understand and for the older ones who can in part understand but who are 
frustrated and unhappy with the disruption of their lives, education and 
socialising. Father, You love them: call them to Yourself and call us to bring 
them to You, even as Jesus did.  

With matric just around the corner we bring to You the matrics who have had 
such a disrupted year and we especially pray for those in our own parish: Angel, 
Bianca, Boipelo, Delux, Katlego, Lebo, Lerato,; Mayele and Thabiso. 

We pray for the students who wonder if there is employment at the end of 
study and if there is any future for them at all. We pray too for all Christians in 
our schools and colleges, staff and students: may Your Holy Spirit help them to 
be salt and light. 

We pray for bereaved families and especially for the ’Gogos’ existing on a 
meagre pension who are left to care for children. Strengthen the faith of these 
older women, Lord, who carry such burdens and make them salt and light for 

their communities. “Give peace in our time O Lord, for there is none to fight for 
us but only Thou, O God.”- Anglican Prayer Book. 

As we look at the church, we thank You for all that You have given us at St Luke’s 
and we pray for Bishop Steve and the diocese, struggling to make ends meet, 
longing to get on with spiritual ministry but hampered by many problems, often 
financial. And what we pray for our own church and diocese, we pray for the 
wider body of Christ in South Africa. Make us a blessing. May we, as individuals 
and communities, be salt and light. 

We pray for our families that You will keep them from harm and danger, 
physical, mental and spiritual. We thank You that we can be family to each other 
and ask You to be especially near to the lonely and isolated. We pray for Shirley 
Long, the Panas family, Nhlanhla Msibi, James Ashton, Maureen Gibb, Mark 
Shepherd, Ruth Jackson, Trudy Low, Margie Hoffe and Penny Mackrory. In a 
moment of silence, Father, we bring to You others You have laid on our hearts. 
May we all be encouragers in our spheres of influence. You are the God of all 
comfort: help us to comfort even as You have comforted us and out of that 
comforting security, Father, make us salt and light. 

Amen 

 

Acknowledgement:  John Baillie “Diary of Private Prayer” 

         (thanks to Janette Ross) 

Quiet Morning 

We will be having our next Quiet Morning on 16 October 2021 on Zoom at 

07h00 

Please make time to step aside from the hurly burly of life to recharge and 

refresh.  

Further details next week. 


