
Advent 11 

He is Coming: Our Warning 

 

As we continue to prepare for 

Christmas, our hearts are filled with 

joy at the anticipation of being with 

our loved ones, of welcoming those 

little ones and their uncontrollable 

excitement into our homes, of the 

special foods that mark this season. 

Those are wonderful feelings that 

fill this season and fill our hearts. 

But John the Baptist still 

admonishes us, as he did the folks 

of his own time, to remember that 

the Messiah will eventually return 

as judge and we will be held 

accountable for how we live 

righteously and justly and not just 

at Christmas time—but at all times. 

John’s message just won’t seem to 

go away. 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not all in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

5 December 2021 

Collect 

Father in heaven, 

who sent your Son to redeem the 

world 

and will send him again to be our 

judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 

in the humility and purity of his 

first coming 

that, when he comes again, 

we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  

Readings for today 

Reading Malachi 3:1-4  

Reading Luke 1:68-79  

Gospel  Luke 3:1-6  

Office Contact:    
Phone: 011 728-7015     

Cell: 060 756 9249 

Banking Details:  
St. Luke’s Church, Standard Bank,   

Branch Code:  051001   

Account #  001844067 

Christmas Services 

Carol Service:12 December at 19h00 on the lawns  

Children’s Christmas Service: 24 December at 16h00 on the lawns  

Christmas Eve Service: 24 December at 17h30 in the hall 

Christmas Day Service: 25 December at 07h30 in the hall 

Christmas Day Service: 25 December at 09h30 in the hall 

Sunday Communion:26 December at 09h00 in the hall 

Homeless Party & Gift Appeal  

The St Luke’s Church Outreach to the unemployed and homeless people in 
our community is planning to give Christmas gifts of extra food and 
personal hygiene items to those who attend the soup kitchen on 
Thursdays. Financial donations from members of the church who would 
like to support this initiative are very welcome. Donations should be paid 
into the church bank account marked “soup kitchen”. 

Carol Service—Sunday 12 December—on the lawns at 19h00 

If it should rain the Carol service will have to move into the hall and 

numbers will be limited.  

No need to book for the outside service—All Welcome! 

If you would like to attend the indoor service (in the event of rain!) please 

phone and book a space during the week during office hours. 



Prayers  

Lord Jesus we come before you, seeking you in this season. This season 

which is usually so crammed with busy-ness and visitors and shopping 

and family and materialism. A season during which we usually need to be 

very intentional about finding you amid the clamour and clutter of the 

world. We need you Lord in this new season where there is less family 

and fewer visitors, but in which we may find it hard to find you. 

 

Thank you Lord that you seek us too, that as we call out to you, you 

answer us because you are listening for us, waiting for us, calling to us. 

We are not alone. We stand on the threshold of this new year, so eager 

to put the last one behind us, but cautious of what the new year will 

bring. Lord you are in the new year and you beckon us to take your hand. 

Give us courage to do so and to move boldly into the new life and the 

new season that you are calling us to. You are a God of second chances 

and new beginnings; we have only to ask. 

 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  

If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,  

I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 

Revelation 3:20 

 

Lord help us to listen for you, to put time aside to spend with you and 

worship you. It all begins with worship. Help us to remove all the 

distractions and worship as the angels and shepherds and magi did; to 

intentionally turn our faces towards you and give you glory. To focus our 

time and intention on you, the Lord of our lives. 

 

Lord this has been a hard year for many, and sometimes it feels like 

you’ve turned your face away from us, but we know you never would. 

You see our sadness and you weep with us. You feel our pain. Hide us 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries this week 

We pray for and celebrate with those who have birthdays this week: 

Shirley Long, Jenni Gous (6 December); Dale Vice (7 December); Duncan 

Lee (8 December); Lyndsay Legg, Carol Sekonya, Dee Shepherd 

(9 December); Val Kempis, Jenny Bayne (10 December); Phyllis Chait  

(11 December) 

And those celebrating anniversaries: Ray & Sandra Tricker ( 6 Dec 1969) 

and Janet & Tom Cloete (11 December 1979) 

Years’ Mind 

We give thanks for Monica Theunissen who helped build up the parish over 

the years especially as the anniversary of her death occurs this week, 

6 December 2015  

under the shadow of your wings and comfort us. Open our hearts to hear 

your voice, fill our leaders with wisdom so that they might bring us into your 

presence and guide us. Show us the ancient pathway and let us hear your 

voice saying “this is the way, walk in it”.  

 

Lord we thank you for the blessing of the rain which cleanses the land and 

brings life, and we rejoice in that life all around us; our world is so full of 

beauty if only we take time to slow down and look. Cleanse and renew us 

too and let us be a sweet fragrance to those around us as we worship and 

give you glory. As you take root in our lives and we turn to face you, may 

our faces reflect your glory and may others see Jesus reflected in us.  

 

We pray for the sick, Sandy Tricker, Lorraine Tandy, Ann Hepple, Ruth 

Jackson, Nhlanhla Msibi, Maureen Gibb and Margie Hoffe.  

 

Amen    Thanks to Cindy Ceffen for the prayers 


