
When the conception of Jesus was 

announced to Joseph the angel told 

him that a son would be born who 

would be called Immanuel - God with 

us. The phrase may be emphasizing the 

truth of the gospel that God became a 

human being in Jesus Christ. It is also 

possible that Matthew is emphasizing 

that God was faithful to His promises in 

sending the Messiah to His people the 

Jews. 

He is ever faithful, and he is with us. 

Ian 

Our Prayer Page …. 

Thank you to Dale Vice who wrote our 

prayer page today 

 

We will keep meeting together in the presence of God,  

even if we are not in the presence of one another.   

Our “unity” in Christ now takes on a new depth of meaning. 

Christmas 2021 

Readings for today 

Christmas  

1st reading Hebrews 1:1-4 

Psalm  Psalm 98 

Gospel John 1:1-14 

The Christmas Collect 

O Christ, light of the world, 

Born into human pain and joy: 

let our celebration of your birth 

make us bold witnesses of your love; 

to the glory of God, Father, Son and Holy 

 Spirit 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen 

The Parish Office is closed and will reopen  

on 3 January at 09h00. 

If you need to get hold of us please contact 

us on the Parish Cell phone: 060 756 9249 

Alpha Online @ St. Luke’s 

Starting 15 February 2022 

#bringafriend 

#acceptthechallenge 

 

 

 

We are open every Sunday during Government School Terms.  We will reopen on  

23 January 2022.  

Sundays @ 09h00: 

Little Candles (3 - 6 yrs) & Lighthouse 
(Grades 1 – 6) in the Lighthouse Hall 

Crossings (Grades 7 – 8) in the Parish 

Centre 

Sundays @ 11h00: 
One Life:  (Grade 9 upwards!) in the 

Lighthouse Hall. 

Friday night @ 19h00: 

Teens meet in the Lighthouse hall—

reopening on 28 January 2022 



Advent Prayers: Anticipating Jesus 
 

Dear Lord, Holy Jesus, Spirit of God, 

As we celebrate the joy, love, and hope of your coming through advent, we 

worship you. You are God, the beginning, the 

middle, and the end. You are Lord of the past, 

the present and the future. As we celebrate 

Christ at Christmas, we boldly proclaim that 

Christ was born and died, that Christ is risen, 

and Christ will come again! We celebrate and 

anticipate Your coming as it was in your 

physical birth in Bethlehem, as it is when we 

accept you into our hearts today, and as it will 

be when you come again in glory at the Second Coming.  

 

The Past: Jesus coming into the world 
 

The stars rightly sang of your arrival, Jesus. 

Fully God, but helpless human baby, You 

demonstrated Your love and wisdom as you 

came to earth through the virgin Mary. Like 

the angels, the shepherds and the wise men, 

we praise You. Come, let us adore Him! 

Hosanna in the highest!  

We echo the song of the whole earth as we 

say together, “We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

For us and for our salvation You came down from heaven: by the power of the 

Holy Spirit You became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and were made man.”  

Glory, glory, praise and glory to You, Lord Jesus.   

 

The Present: Jesus coming into our lives 
 

Jesus, come live within our hearts again 

through the Holy Spirit. As we prepare for 

Christmas, help us repent to make ourselves 

pure and clean once more to receive you into 

our lives.  

We thank you for our church, the blessing of a 

place to meet, and the community of 

believers. We lift up our leaders and ask you to 

give them wisdom, courage and love. We pray 

for all those who are suffering and ask for You to let us be your hands and feet 

this Christmas as we put our faith into action.  

The Future: Jesus coming again in glory  
 

Jesus, as we celebrate your coming at 

Christmas, we also look forward to the day 

when You come again. For You ascended 

into heaven and are seated at the right 

hand of the Father. You will come again in 

Your glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and Your kingdom will have no end. This 

advent, help us look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

We hope for the day when Your dwelling place will be among us, and You will 

dwell with us, when Jesus will wipe every tear from our eyes. There will be no 

more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things will pass 

away. To the thirsty You will give water without cost from the spring of the 

water of life. We who are victorious will inherit all this, and You will be our God 

and we will be Your children. 

We lift these prayers up to you, in the name of the Heavenly Father, our Blessed 

Lord Jesus, and the precious Holy Spirit.   Amen 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Session_of_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_Hand_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_Hand_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_the_Father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Judgment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_the_dead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_the_dead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_to_come


Birthdays and Anniversaries this fortnight: 

Join us in praying for and celebrating with those who have birthdays this week: 

Kaitlyn Why (29 Dec), Allie Vellacott (31 Dec), Pat Fisher, Gill Gallagher, Megan 

Harker, Olivia Johnston, Khushu Msibi (1 Jan), Fred Kusambiza, Shirley Lacy (2 

Jan) , Christina Leso, Mervyn Low (6 Jan), Lorraine Gaillard (7 Jan), Megan 

Dearham, John Kotzee (8 Jan); 

and those celebrating anniversaries: John & Nomkhozi Gamedze (31 Dec 2010), 

Dickson & Virginia Mudede (2 Jan 2011), Krish & Diane Naidoo (2 Jan 1982), 

Mammen & Rema Chacko (3 Jan 1991), Peter & Bulelwa Okafor (3 Jan 2015), 

Geoff & Desray Wattrus (4 Jan 1975), Cosmas & Pamela Muchinguri (4 Jan 2014)

Bruce & Rose Nourse (5 Jan 1974), Ian & Michelle Hunt ( 6 Jan 1990) 

Years’ Mind 

We give thanks for those who have helped build up the parish over the years, and 

especially those whose anniversary of their death occurs this week: Kia Smith  

(27 Dec 2014), Elaine Margaret Gohl (1 Jan 2016), Sonja Read (5 Jan 2019), Alastair 

Barclay (7 Jan 2018) 

Today in the town of David a Saviour has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 

be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great 

company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in 

the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those 

on whom his favour rests.’ 

Luke 2:11-14 (NIV - UK) 

 


